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Personal
side

There have been many
stories in the news lately
about UFO phenomena and
a few of them directly from
our own government. Are we
being gradually prepared for
more? ['ve not tried to hide the
fact that I'm a believer in the
most credible reports of UFO
sightings around the world.
Our government has renamed
the vehicles in these events as
UAPs (Unidentified Aerial Phe-
nomena) instead of UFOs but a
rock is a rock regardless of its
color. Maybe the intent was to
take some of the scare out of
the movie’s related UFOs, who
knows, but the key word here
is “unidentified”. I'm a big fan
of the “Ancient Aliens” televi-
sion series and an even bigger
fan of the “The Secret of Skin-
walker Ranch” series and now,
newly started two weeks ago,
“Beyond Skinwalker Ranch”. If
you're interested at all in the
possibility we are not alone in
our universe [ would urge you
to at least Goggle and read a
little about these three pro-
grams on The History Chan-
nel. I won’t and don’t try to
convince anyone when the
topic comes up for discussion
that we have been and con-
tinue to be visited by “others”
from another world. I'll hap-
pily sit down with anyone and
make my argument but when
the conversation is over, if you
walk away unconvinced, that’s
all good too.

[ think from talking to many
other people about the subject
of UFOs, most people are afraid
to believe that there are any life
forms more intelligent, there-
fore maybe more dangerous,
than human beings. That’s a
fair thought. If believing really
does frighten you, then stick
with your feelings and just
move on with life. Believing
won’t gain you a thing anyway
so why stress about it? I'm not
afraid not to believe because I
think humans could be elimi-
nated all together by an alien
attack of some sort if there
truly are alien races watching
from high in the sky. No, the
way I've got it figured is that
there wouldn’t be any kind of
we shoot them and they shoot
us fire fight for dominance.
Here’s what [ believe would
happen if some race of aliens
want my house, your house, my
Shelby Mustang, etc. Remem-
ber the COVID 19 nonsense we
went through for two years?
Sure you do. Wear a mask in-
doors, put a mask on your two
year old children, lock yourself
in your home and don’t come
out unless you need food, get in
line for 2, 3, 4, 8, shots or more,
only to discover that those
making these decisions for us
were for the most part wrong.
Panic won the days, weeks,
months, and years all through
COVID.

Here’s the point of my CO-
VID rant. Just look at what a
screwed up mess most of the
world endured during the CO-
VID outbreak. But not every
country drove their medical
discretion over a cliff without a
thought of letting up off the ac-
celerator like we did and most
other countries. Mysteriously
those countries faired better
than the rest. Okay enough of
that. Here’s my thoughts on an
alien invasion. There wouldn’t
be any kind of invasion. Atleast
not until most of us had been
eradicated. There was some-
thing that did come to light
from the COVID debacle. We
the people of the world haven’t
a clue what to do if there really
was a deadly virus unleashed
on us. All of the politicians
bragged about how “fast” they
reacted to the virus and it took
“just” six months to come up
with an anti virus to combat
the threat. Six months!!? Like

that was some sort of miracle!
And as we learned two years
later the anti virus really didn’t
do much of anything to keep
us safe from one another. And
that would be the strategy
of any alien attack; release a
deadly virus in the air and wa-
ter then just sit back and wait.
Time isn’t a concern. It's not
like we have a means to fight
back at someone or some-
thing we can’t see. So no, I'm
not afraid because if someone/
something meant to harm us
they could have done it by now.
And if we don’t straighten this
world up soon and we stay on
this same destructive track.....
who knows?

On to something more
pleasant. What prompted my
story tonight wasn’t the new-
est Skinwalker Ranch episode.
No, I recently was invited to a
home here in town to listen
to a personal UFO experience.
This wasn’t the first invita-
tion I've had and by far not the
first time I have people share
with me their own UFO events.
These conversations started
immediately after the first
story I wrote about the Ancient
Alien series on television. I'm
going to talk about this latest
conversation because it was
very similar to one told to me
by a close and trusted friend a
year ago. Mind you that these
people do not know each other
and I've never talked to anyone
about the first time [ heard this.
These two sightings were a few
years apart from each other
but what was recalled from the
two nights was much the same.
Have I had some stories told to
me that I walked away think-
ing; not so sure about that one,
yes | have. But not this latest
sighting or the one similar! I
without a doubt believe these
people saw what they recalled
to me in our conversations.

Both sightings took place on
the Northeast side of Tuscola
but still in town. All witnesses
involved told me they saw orbs.
The orbs were estimated to be
the size of maybe a basketball.
All of the orbs glowed and the
glow faded from bright to dim,
All of the orbs darted quickly
moving about in multiple di-
rections at will and seemingly
without purpose. Everyone
stated that when the orbs exit-
ted from sight it was at the
blink of an eye with a sharp
light trail that flashed for a mo-
ment just before the orbs were
gone from sight and never re-
turned. The only variable in
the two accountings was that
in the first one the orb was only
seen for a few moments but the
orbs witnessed in this recent
conversation were watched
by the witnesses for nearly an
hour. Both events took place in
the months of June or July on a
clear warm night.

There was more said in our
conversations about the UFO
sightings, more specifics, but
I don’t want to taint any state-
ment of the next witness that
might come forward should
they see these same glowing
orbs. I absolutely enjoyed my
visit with these recent witness-
es. I believe I was in their home
for nearly an hour. Of course
we covered many other topics
about Tuscola other than UFO
sightings but [ very much en-
joyed the conversation. When
[ left I made it clear that should
they see these same orbs or
any other UFOs in the back of
their house again, CALL ME!!!
And thank you for inviting me
into your home. Some day may-
be I'll be the person that gets to
be the witness!!!

(The views and opinions ex-
pressed in the submitted col-
umns are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect
the position of The Journal.)
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10 years ago
July 3, 2013

Landowners were re-
sisting a 345,000-volt line
that would run through
Douglas and Piatt coun-
ties, instead of the original
intended route through
Moultrie County. Douglas
and Piatt counties had not
been included in any of
Ameren’s studies for the
line.

Douglas McCumber re-
tired from First Federal
Bank of Tuscola after a 40
year banking career.

Dustin Haake was cho-
sen to play in the 2013 II-
linois High School Shrine
All-Star Football game.

Warriors football team
played in a 7-on-7 event in
Bethalto. After five games,
the Warriors emerged with
a 3-2 record.

20 years ago
June 24,2003

Target practice within
the city limits using bows
and arrows, air rifles,
and other such weaponry
might soon be a punishable
offense, as city council vot-
ed to draft just such an or-
dinance for consideration.

Tuscola Airport hosted a
celebration over the week-
end to mark its 50th year
of operations. Free plane
rides, music, food and fun
were part of the celebra-
tion.

Douglas County Board
members were exploring
possible financing options
for an unexpected repair
bill on the county jail.

Marissa McCumber be-
came the first player in
TCHS history to be named
tothe girls softball All-State
team. The Illinois Coaches
Association picked her as a
Second Team infielder.

Ervin Park served as the
site for a well-attended
Boy Scout day camp last
week. Approximately 125
scouts from Tuscola and
surrounding communities
engaged in a number of
activities Monday through
Thursday, culminating in
a demonstration for family
members and friends Fri-
day evening.

30 years ago
June 22, 1993

An amendment to Tus-
cola’s original redevel-
opment agreement with
Cohen Development Co.
helped secure financing

for the $20 million factory
outlet mall project. Tuscola
City Council unanimously
approved the amendment,
giving Cohen the go-ahead
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to enter into contract with
Rothschild Realty Inc. in
conjunction with its affili-
ate, Charter Oak Partners.

The Tuscola Board of
Education approved a 4
percent salary increase for
non-certified and adminis-
trative staff at its regular
meeting. Cindy Surma was
approved as a long-term
substitute for North Ward
teacher Cathy Feldman for
the upcoming year, and two
new positions were cre-
ated—a full-time speech
pathologist to replace the
two-fifths position, and a
full-time high school math
and science teacher.

The Douglas County
Board approved a $16,920
bid from Engineering Data
Systems in Dubuque, lowa
for a graphics computer
system for the county en-
gineering department. The
new computer-aided draft-
ing system would allow
for drawing up of more in-
house plans, according to
Supt. of Highways Wayne
Ward.

40 years ago
June 28, 1983

The Douglas County
Board was given a prelimi-
nary study of the county
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jail at its recent regular
meeting. The state had or-
dered the county to meet
new jail standards either
by renovating the existing
jail or building a new facil-
ity.

Scot Brewer, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Brewer
of Tuscola, received his
Doctor of Dental Medicine
degree from Southern Illi-
nois University at gradua-
tion ceremonies held June
4. He would begin practice
in August with Associates
in Dentistry Ltd. in Peoria.

The installation of new
sewer lines in the south
part of town was resulting
in dusty, bumpy roads and
detours, but councilman
Paul Flock said residents
“thus far have been taking
the city’s work projects
good-naturedly.”

Ann Wright and Jim
Mitchell captured first
place in this year’s Lucky
Doubles tennis tourna-
ment after three sets and a
tiebreaker. Jack Wetzel and
Sherry Miller took second
place in the event.

50 years ago
June 21, 1973

Tuscola United Meth-
odist Church was honor-
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ing the Rev. K. Belmont
Metzger’s 25 years in min-
istry at a special service to
be held June 24 at TUMC.
A fellowship and recep-
tion would be held in the

church lounge following
the program.
Tuscola Manufactur-

ing Company was a new
factory in town. The busi-
ness manufactured sports
clothing for women, and
the employee list was soon
expected to grow from 12
to 25 in two months.

Russell Helm of Villa
Grove resigned his post
as state’s attorney inves-
tigator and county deputy
sheriff.

This week’s subject for
the Favorite Recipes col-
umn was Kay Lake, wife
of Dick Lake and mother
to Gary and Jeri Lake. Kay
was an active member of
the Tuscola United Meth-
odist Church, Kkept the
books for Lake Construc-
tion, and was a part-time
court reporter.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
C. Wulliman were celebrat-
ing their 50th wedding an-
niversary on June 20. They
had just returned from a
tour of Switzerland.
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