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Being a parent is hard but be-
ing a parent of a special needs 
child is an entirely different 
definition of hard.  When the 
diagnosis is given, your worries 
multiply and as they age, you 
face the same “letting go” you 
do of your typical children but 
the cord is never fully severed.  
You are their advocate, voice 
and in many cases, their care-
giver.  Your need to trust oth-

ers intensifies beyond measure 
and you pray you’ve made the 
right choices in their care.  Just 
navigating the complex system 
of health care, supports, edu-
cation and more is beyond de-
scription.  You learn a foreign 
language consisting of waivers, 
respite, therapies and so many 
other mysteries.  Many of those 
supports end when a special 
needs individual reaches age 21 
and then you start all over again 
but this time, it’s harder to find 
services.  The wait lists for some 
services can be up to 20 years 
and Medicaid, unlike Medicare, 
does not cross state lines.  If the 
parents move out of state, those 
services they are receiving end 
and then you go on a wait list 
in your new state, which most 
times is just as long.  This was 
the case when we moved with 
a job transfer 26 years ago.  Our 
son moved with us but when his 
name came up for a group home 
in IL, he chose to move back to 
where his friends were.   When 
his first group home was closed, 
we had to scramble to find an-

other one in IL and to our sur-
prise we were told about a new 
one opening in Tuscola – where 
my husband and I graduated 
from and family and friends still 
live close by.  We checked it out 
and were thrilled with their ser-
vices, fewer residents per home, 
amazing staff and a welcoming 
community where we knew he 
would be safe.   The support and 
love he receives there through 
Marion County Horizon Cen-
ter is wonderful.  He’s accepted 
when he’s in the community and 
tends to run into our friends, 
while other friends and family 
are welcomed anytime they stop 
in.  It’s HOME to him!   But home 
community got even more spe-
cial last weekend when Tuscola 
IGA had a fundraiser for our son 
and his friends who need dental 
care.  Medicaid dental services 
for special needs adults is very 
limited and has up to a year long 
waiting list.  Douglas County 
Health Department Dental does 
a wonderful job of routine ex-
ams and some other dental ser-
vices but they’re even backed up 

for months out so urgent care 
isn’t available.  For more com-
plex cases such as root canals or 
for those who must have dental 
work done under anesthesia, 
our loved ones must travel to 
Chicago and the wait list there 
is a year currently.  Even then – 
they prefer to pull teeth instead 
of saving them.  Let’s face it – if 
someone has an urgent dental 
issue, that’s about all that could 
be done if you wait a year to be 
seen.  In the meantime, they’re 
told to go to the ER for antibi-
otics and take Tylenol and Ibu-
profen – over and over.  This is 
where the GoFundMe idea origi-
nated to help my son and others 
who need urgent dental care and 
I’m humbled and amazed by the 
generosity of everyone.  When 
Tuscola IGA offered to have a 
two-day cookout for the fund, I 
was amazed and so thankful to 
them and everyone who stopped 
in to support the event.  Your 
generosity will help make some-
one’s smile special!   I would be 
remiss if I didn’t mention the 
talent show at the Community 
Center last fall that a wonderful 
Tuscola alumnus, Brenda Reed, 
organized to showcase our spe-
cial loved ones’ talents and also 
the bingo she recently hosted. 
She donates her own time and 
money to put these events on 
with all proceeds going to the 
group homes so they can have 
special trips and experiences.  
This year’s talent show is Sat-
urday, Sept. 16th and we hope 
you’ll come enjoy the evening 
with all of us!  Thank you to ev-
eryone for making this mama’s 
heart so full and while I’ll always 
worry, I know we’re fortunate to 
call Scott’s home, Tuscola.  I also 
need to mention that our son is 
beyond blessed to have family 
and friends who support him 
every day – others in the group 
homes don’t have family that 
can be their voice so when you 
see one of his buddies out in the 
community, please say hi and 
give them a big smile – trust me, 
you’ll make their day!

Kathy Jacobs

The Journal (USPS 023-673) is published weekly. Subscription 
rates are $50 annually within Douglas County and $60 annually 
outside of Douglas County. The Journal office is located at 115 W 
Sale St, Tuscola, IL 61953. Periodicals postage paid at Tuscola, IL 
61953. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Journal, P.O. 
Box 170, Tuscola, IL 61953-0170. ©The Journal.

Subscriptions to The Journal:
$50/year in Douglas County

$60/year outside of Douglas County
$40/year online only
$2.50 Senior Discount

The Journal Deadlines:
Editorial copy due Friday at noon.

Display advertising due Friday at 4:30 p.m.
Classified advertising due Thursday at 4:30 p.m.

115 W. Sale St. • Tuscola, IL 61953
217-253-5086 • Fax: 217-253-5460

www.thetuscolajournal.com
Editorial email: presseditor1@gmail.com

Requirements for letters to the editor at The Journal:
• Include your name and the town where you reside.

• No anonymous letters are permitted.
• Include a daytime telephone for verification. 

(# will not be published.)
• All letters must be 400 words or less.

• The Journal reserves the right to refuse publication of any letter.
The views and opinions expressed in the submitted columns are those of the 

author and do not necessarily reflect the position of The Journal.

JOURNALJOURNAL
         The 

Greg Hoskins, President-Publisher

Dominik Stallings,  Editor
     Email: dominik@thetuscolajournal.com 

Cell: (406) 830-4016

Stephanie Wierman, 
Regional Manager, Advertising Manager

       Email: stephanie@thetuscolajournal.com

David Porter, Regional Managing Editor
        Email: presseditor1@gmail.com 

Cell: (217) 991-0935

Jaclyn Henry, Production Manager
       Email: ads@thetuscolajournal.com

Jamie Morse,  Sales Associate
       Email: jamie@thetuscolajournal.com

Letter to the Editor

Monday, July 10 - Stuffed Green Peppers, Redskin Potatoes, 
Buttered Corn, Fruit, Bread

Tuesday, July 11 - Turkey Burger, Ranchero Beans, Harvest 
Veggie,s Pea Salad, Bun

Wednesday,  July 12 - Beef and Noodles, Mashed Potatoes, Car-
rots, Romaine Side Salad

Thursday,  July 13 - Fried Chicken, Corn Casserole, Green Beans, 
Watermelon, Bread

Friday,  July 7 14 - Grape Turkey Salad, Vegetable Soup, Tomato 
Salad, Fruit, Bread and Crackers

Call 800-543-1770 for reservation information. Skim milk and 
desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations. Ask 
the site supervisor for information. Sometimes we need to substitute 
on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal. The Peace Meal 
Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each con-
gregate and home delivered meal. No older person shall be denied a 
meal because of their failure to contribute all or part of the cost of the 
meal. We accept the Illinois Link Card.

Peace Meal Menu

LEGAL NOTICE
ASSUMED NAME 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that 
on Thursday, June 22, 2023, a 
certificate was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of DOUGLAS 
County, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office addresses 
of all of the persons owning, con-
ducting, and transacting the busi-
ness known as:
JEEJM HOLDINGS LLC DBA
PETALS AND PLANTS
107 N MAIN ST
TUSCOLA, IL 61953
Dated this 22 day of June, 2023
Judi Pollock, County Clerk
Published: 7/5, 7/12, 7/19/23

LEGAL NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
DOUGLAS COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
CASE NO.  2023TX10

To: David Cowman; Karen 
Cowman; Midstate Collection 
Solutions, Inc.; Judi Pollock, 
Douglas County Clerk; Per-
sons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property, 
unknown owners or parties 
claiming any right, interest or 
title in the described real es-
tate:
Property located at: 	
508 W Wilson Ave, Villa 
Grove, IL
Property Index No. 		
04-03-03-403-012
Tax Sale Certificate No. 	
2019-00042
This property was sold on 
November 13, 2020 for de-
linquent general taxes for the 
year of 2019.  A Petition for 
Tax Deed for this property 
was filed on May 15, 2023.
Your right to redeem the prop-
erty from the sale will expire 
on November 1, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that date, the 
court may enter a judgment 
granting petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court of this 
county in Tuscola, Illinois on 
December 7, 2023 at 9 AM be-
fore Judge Watson, or whom-
ever may be sitting in his or 
her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
Published: 7/5, 7/12, 7/19/23

LEGAL NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
DOUGLAS COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
CASE NO.  2023TX11

To: Jeffrey Butler; Spouse of 
Jeffrey Butler; Alena Jones; 
Spouse of Alena Jones; Ci-
tibank, NA, Cavalry SPV I, LLC, 
as Assignee; Shianne Tarter; 
Judi Pollock, Douglas County 
Clerk; Persons in occupancy 
or actual possession of said 
property, unknown owners or 
parties claiming any right, in-
terest or title in the described 
real estate:
Property located at: 		
207 S Spruce, Villa Grove, IL
Property Index No. 		
04-03-11-112-002
Tax Sale Certificate No. 	
2019-00054
This property was sold on 
November 13, 2020 for de-
linquent general taxes for the 
year of 2019.  A Petition for 
Tax Deed for this property 
was filed on May 15, 2023.
Your right to redeem the prop-
erty from the sale will expire 
on November 1, 2023.  If you 
fail to redeem by that date, the 
court may enter a judgment 
granting petitioner a tax deed.
This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court of this 
county in Tuscola, Illinois on 
December 7, 2023 at 9 AM be-
fore Judge Watson, or whom-
ever may be sitting in his or 
her stead.
JICTB, Inc., Petitioner
Angela L. Tucker, Esq.
JICTB, Inc.
1701 Broadmoor Dr. Ste 100
Champaign, IL  61821
Published: 7/5, 7/12, 7/19/23

 Villa Grove

 BINGO
 Every Friday Night
   VFW post 2876

6:30 pm- Early Bird
7:00 pm- Regular Bingo 

Jackpots:
Egg in a Basket Raffle Chance up to $2000

Blackout Jackpot Chance up to $1000
Bingo Lic# B1934
Pull Tab Lic# P-48


