
July 26, 2023   7The Journal

LEGAL NOTICE

Published: 7/26/23

LEGAL NOTICE

Published: 7/26/23

ity in making changes on the 
construction site. Alexander 
agreed and said they found 
small things, such as ductwork 
rerouting due to unexpected 
beams, but nothing major.

Alexander said the new 
scoreboard is expected to arrive 
next week. So far the old bleach-
ers have been moved in antici-
pation of the new ones coming 
before the start of the football 
season.

Board member Wade Wilcox 
commented that he’s received 
everything from sponsors for 
the board. Alexander said the 

school is still expecting funds 
from sponsors and has received 
a little over half so far.

In other news, the School 
Board was asked to do the first 
reading of Press Policy 112. Al-
exander said there is not a lot 
on it, besides more state man-
dates. However, he noted that 
the employee tuition policy has 
changed. He said Governor J.B. 
Pritzker signed a bill that chang-
es the way you can make chang-
es to employee tuition policies. 
Previously schools would have 
to hold a hearing and invite lo-
cal legislators. Now schools can 
make changes through policy. 

If passed next month, the 
policy will allow employees 
whose children don’t live with-

in the school district to attend 
school without paying the out-
of-district tuition, which can 
be very pricey. Alexander said 
he believes the cost can be over 
$11,000. Alexander said the 
new policy could be attractive 
for hiring teachers during the 
teacher shortage.

The School Board approved 
the memorandum of agree-
ment with the district’s second 
speech teacher and moved the 
position to full-time instead of 
part-time.

The School Board accepted 
the resignations/ retirements of 
Nolan Woller as North Ward P.E. 
teacher and high school girl’s 
golf coach and Katie Wienke as 
East Prairie social worker and 

Homecoming sponsor.
The School Board accepted 

the hiring of Spencer Hall as 
East Prairie head volleyball 
coach; Emma Rhoades as high 
school assistant volleyball 
coach; moving Terra Waldrop 
from North Ward to Tuscola 
High School; Michelle Black as 
North Ward secretary.

The School Board approved 
the consent agenda, including 
previous minutes, monthly re-
ports from the treasurer and 
bookkeeper, Kay Crays FMLA 
and an increase in the monthly 
Automated Clearing House net-
work (ACH) transaction amount 
from $350,000 to $450,000. 
An ACH is an electronic fund 
transfer made between banks 
and credit unions. It includes 

direct deposit of paychecks and 
monthly debits for routine pay-
ments.

The School Board approved 
destroying verbatim records 
older than 18 months.

Tuscola boys’ travel basket-
ball donated $750 to the East 
Prairie Projects.

In the East Prairie Principal 
report, Jared Vanausdoll said 
that in-person registration will 
be Aug. 8 for East Prairie and 
North Ward. He also thanked 
teachers and staff for offering 
opportunities for students, in-
cluding FFA and school band. 
Thursday, Aug. 28 will be the 
open house for East Prairie.

Dean of Students Justin Bo-
zarth gave the high school re-
port and said that in-person 

registration will be Aug. 15- 17 
from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Bozarth said that he is ex-
tremely optimistic for the con-
struction happening and said 
that the work is starting to take 
on shape. He thanked Omni for 
organization, communication, 
and maintenance crews, as they 
have juggled work with weather 
and construction.

According to Bozarth and 
Alexander, the high school 
will have a community walk-
through, but they are waiting 
until construction workers are 
off the premises, so no date has 
been set. The new student ori-
entation will also be after stu-
dents and parents will have had 
a chance to see the work done 
at school.

City Council approves annual bid for oil and chip for roads
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It took just 8 minutes for the 
Tuscola City Council to make its 
way through Monday’s scant 
agenda. Alderman Dave Slaugh-
ter presided over the meeting 
in the absence of Mayor Dan 
Kleiss. Alderman Tim Hoey also 
was absent.

The Council approved the 
annual bid for oil and chip for 
roads. Earl Walker Company 
was the successful bidder at 
$72,967.80.

Also approved was $7,645 
for electronic locks at City Hall. 
City Administrator Drew Hoel 
noted that the Council had pre-
viously approved new security 
measures, including doors and 
electronic locks, for City Hall. 
The locks are part of that proj-
ect, which includes an intercom 
system so staff can better con-
trol access to the building.

The Council also again ap-
proved a wage increase for 
Police Officer Jason Simpson. 
Hoel explained that he had ac-
cidentally copied the wrong 

salary figure for Simpson, so 
the previous amount approved 
would actually be a pay cut. The 
wage was approved this time 
for $26.78 per hour.

In the consent agenda, a 
Community Building lease 
was approved with alcohol for 
Friends of the NRA July 30-31.

The Council will hold a spe-
cial meeting next Monday to 
consider an annexation request 
and for a bid opening. 

Hoel’s written report to the 
Council is as follows (in part):

Building Improvements: The 
contractor has informed us that 
some the of the site clearing 
and foundation work may be-
gin earlier than expected due 
to subcontractor availability, 
but then the remainder of the 
project will start as expected in 
early September. We expect to 
see site prep beginning as early 
as the first week of August. We 
are also looking at some “value 
engineering” options with the 
contractor that may change the 

HV AC system in the fire station, 
remove some of the static struc-
tures in the firing range, and 
add ballistic panels downrange 
in the fire station to allow tacti-
cal movement downrange and 
firing from any point along its 
length for training purposes. In 
total, we expect these changes 
to decrease the overall cost 
slightly.

Downtown Alley Improve-
ments: Bids have been adver-
tised for the downtown alley 
improvements Phase II, and 
they will be opened on July 
27th. There will be a Special 
City Council meeting on July 
31st to consider those bids 
and, hopefully, make an award. 
The reason for the proposed 
special meeting is the fact that 
there are three weeks between 
the second meeting in July and 
the first meeting in August. The 
timeline is already tight on this 
project, so the special meeting 
will gain us two weeks. We will 
ask you to sign for notice of the 

special meeting at this meeting.
Sidewalk Improvement Plan: 

$100,000 was included in this 
year’s budget as a new initia-
tive to contract for sidewalk im-
provements and repairs, build-
ing off of the detailed sidewalk 
assessment we conducted ap-
proximately one year ago. That 
project has also been adver-
tised, with a bid opening sched-
uled for Aug. 3.

Annexation Request: I have 
received a request from Cliff 
Ponder to annex the property 
at 508 E. Northline Road. This 
is the house immediately west 
of the Lutheran Church. I have 
published notice of the con-
sideration of the annexation at 
the Special Meeting of the City 
Council planned for July 31st, 
which was already necessitated 
by the bid award for the down-
town alley improvements men-
tioned above.

Storm Damage: City crews 
continue to work to clear storm 
debris! The pace has slowed, 

and they have now turned at-
tention to “hangers” - tree 
limbs that are loose but remain 
lodged overhead. Residents 
continue to place storm debris 
at the curb for our crews to haul 
away.

Water Improvement Proj-
ects: We recently received for-
mal notice of the DCEO grant for 
the Meadowview water main 
replacement project, and the 
actual grant agreement should 
be available within a few weeks. 
Similarly, we anticipate receipt 
of a loan agreement from IEPA 
for the remainder of the Mead-
owview project and the master 
meter station within the next 
several weeks. We are plan-
ning to bid both of these proj-
ects as soon as possible under 
the terms of the grant and loan 
agreements, which will hope-
fully be by early September. The 
water main project could begin 
in late fall, but there is a several 
month lead-time for manufac-
ture of the pre-fab master me-

ter station building. It will likely 
not be completed and installed 
until late ‘24/early ‘25. Finally, 
we have started to investigate 
another possible grant pro-
gram for backup generators at 
the Sadorus pump station and 
the proposed new master me-
ter station. We are anticipating 
a disaster declaration from the 
recent storms, which would 
make us eligible for that FEMA 
grant.

Backyard Hens: I have re-
ceived a few comments con-
cerning the proposal presented 
during public comment at the 
last meeting to allow limited 
numbers of backyard hens. We 
have not completed our re-
search of the topic and there 
is no formal proposal for your 
consideration at this meet-
ing. Please let me know, if you 
haven’t already, if you have ad-
ditional input on this topic.


