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Community                 Sp tlight

ASHLEY SWINFORD AND VIC BURAGLIO plate up a meal for a guest during the chicken dinner hosted by the T.K. Martin VFW and Auxil-
liary 10009. Photo by Dominik Stallings 

THE CHICKEN DINNER hosted by the T.K. Martin VFW and Auxilliary 10009 was in benefit for Toys for Tots. Several guests donated 
brand new toys for children in need. Photo by Dominik Stallings.

Monday, July 31 - Biscuits and Gravy, Paco Vegetable Blend, Hot 
Fruit, Fruit Juice

Tuesday, August 1 - Swiss Steak with Peppers, Onion and To-
mato, Peas, Fruit, Mac and Cheese

Wednesday,  August 2 - Taco Salad with Taco Meat, Lettuce, 
Beans, Tomatoes and Salsa, Pears, Taco Chips, Dessert

Thursday,  August 3 - Ham & Swiss Penne Pasta, California 
Blend, Green Beans, Cherry Fluff

Friday,  August  4 - Southern Breaded Fish Sandwich, German 
Potato Salad, Hot Spiced Peaches, 3 Bean Salad, Bun

Call 800-543-1770 for reservation information. Skim milk and 
desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations. Ask 
the site supervisor for information. Sometimes we need to substitute 
on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal. The Peace Meal 
Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each con-
gregate and home delivered meal. No older person shall be denied a 
meal because of their failure to contribute all or part of the cost of 
the meal. We accept the Illinois Link Card.

Peace Meal Menu

CHELSIE EVANS looks through the different offerings of silent auction items during the chicken dinner hosted by the T.K. Martin VFW 
and Auxilliary 10009. Several local businesses offered a variety of gift baskets and other goods for the event. Photo by Dominik Stallings.

most of the stuff.”
Evans said he wants to repair 

and sell refurbished vacuums 
to people at more affordable 
prices than newly purchased 
cleaners.

“It’s wasteful. We live in a 
throwaway society, so it’s good 
to repair them and save people 
some money, so they don’t have 
to spend hundreds of dollars on 
a new one,” said Evans.

A lot of vacuum cleaners that 

are thought to be broken or not 
performing as well are simply 
in need of maintenance, accord-
ing to Evans. A trip to the re-
pair shop can return a vacuum 
back to working order, collect-
ing dust and debris just as well 
when it was first purchased.

Before starting his business, 
Evans worked as a mail carrier 
for five years. He also worked 
at Cabot Corporation for some 
time before starting this new 
venture.

He’s wanted to start this 
business before, but two vacu-

um repair stores cornered the 
niche market. In the Mattoon 
location, Aabells Fix it Shop’s 
owner retired after 40 years 
just leaving Byer’s Vacuum in 
Champaign.

Evans made his move after-
ward. He even sold his house to 
make his dream come true.

While the store is not offi-
cially open yet, Evans is already 
planning for the future. He said 
he wants to eventually open 
an online store and expand his 
business as much as he can un-
til then.
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lentless Gym. 
Other businesses have 

found their roots in the 
Jarman Plaza. Foote and 
Friends, which provides ani-
mal behavioral training for 
veterinarians, can be found 
in the former pediatrician’s 
office. 2 Herons Wellness 

also provides wellness ser-
vices. 

Robinson said there is 
also an accounting firm and 
insurance provider on the 
first floor. According to Rob-
inson, a barbershop is ex-
pected to open on the first 
floor soon.

Robinson said that he 
plans to expand the gym 
in the future as the recent 
opening of Relentless Gym 

has been successful so far. 
He said he plans to have an 
area for boxing classes and 
martial arts as well as more 
room for training equipment 
in the current space.

Through the Silver Sneak-
ers program, local seniors 
can sign up and work out 
for free at Relentless Gym. 
Eligibility is based on select 
Medicare plans and age.
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