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course. 
“I’m out of Indianapolis, 

but my mom lives near here, 
in Brocton,” he said with a 
smile. 

Business is growing 
steadily for the axe man. 

“I’ve had 4 events so far 
this year, with 4 more sched-
uled in Illinois and 3 more in 
Indianapolis,” he noted. 

As for the future, expan-
sion is definitely something 
he’s looking at.

“I’m hoping to get at least 
another trailer by the end of 
2024 so that I can operate 
comfortably between here 

and Indianapolis without 
having to haul it back and 
forth,” he said with a laugh.  

M&M making deals 
for more than 
two decades

Some of Gary McIntosh’s 
earliest memories are of bar-
tering with his school chums.

“As soon as I was old 
enough to buy a pack of ball 
cards, I was always buying, 
selling and trading.  That’s 
always been kind of my deal,” 
he relayed with a smile.

From that passion for 
making deals, the Robinson, 
IL resident built his busi-
ness, M&M sales, and from 

his traveling sales, he has 
built a physical store.  

McIntosh has been com-
ing to Villa Grove to peddle 
his flags, hats, sunglasses 
and assorted other items for 
about 15 years. 

“I’ve been at this festival 
for about 15 years and over-
all, I’ve been doing this for 
about 20,” he said.

He noted that he is on the 
road for about half the calen-
dar year.

“I usually do around 20 
festivals a year.  Usually from 
the middle of May until the 
last weekend of October,” he 
stated. 

Although he’s done well 
in his time on the road, he 
thinks it might time to slow 
down a bit.

“It’s been worth my time, 
but I think I’m about ready 
to start playing more golf 
and camping,” he said with a 
laugh.

Just clowning 

around: Sanders 
loves life 
on the road

Like most recent high 
school graduates, Austin 
Sanders had no idea what he 
wanted to do with his life.

But a chance encounter 
with a friend laid out the ca-
reer path for the Augusta, KY 
native. 

“I grew up around rodeo, 
and I kind of strayed away 
from it and started baseball.  
After high school, I didn’t re-
ally know what I wanted to 
do so I started going back 
to rodeos.  A good friend of 
mine is a rodeo clown and I 
started watching and I de-
cided that it looked fun and 
that’s what I wanted to do,” 
he said. 

Although the life isn’t for 
everyone, Sanders says he’s 
still enjoying the lifestyle. 

“I do this full time.  There’ll 
be times that I’ll be gone for 
two weeks at a time.  I’m a 

road gypsy!”  he said with a 
laugh. 

It was hard for Sanders 
to pin down exactly what he 
liked most about being a ro-
deo clown, but eventually he 
narrowed it down. 

“I love everything about 
it,” he said.  “Just seeing the 
smiles on the people’s faces.  
These people are like every-
one else.  They work hard 
through the week, and they 
want to come out here and 
relax and have a good time.  
I know they’ve paid their 
money for the ticket, and I 
want to give them the best 
show possible.

Wise: telling 
the cowboy story 
for 15 years

Growing up, Garrett 
Wise,  of Paragould, AR of-
ten thought about life on the 
road.  Not as a truck driver, 
but something just a bit 
more exciting.

“It’s been a lifelong dream 
of mine to be a part of the ro-
deo, to be on the rodeo trail 

per se,’ and I looked at what 
my talents were, and I just 
wanted to tell the story of 
the cowboys and bring that 
to the city.  That’s what we’re 
doing all over the country 
and we’re proud to be here in 
Villa Grove,” Wise exclaimed. 

Wise, who has been a ro-
deo announcer for 15 years, 
envisioned a different role 
in the Rodeo when he first 
started living the life.  

“I tried to ride bulls for a 
while, and I found out that it 
wasn’t my thing. So I stepped 
into production and started 
telling the story and it’s been 
uphill ever since,” he said.

A common theme for 
what they enjoyed emerged, 
and Wise is no exception.

“My favorite part is the 
people.  It’s the people I get 
to work with and the cow-
boys, but it’s also the crowd 
and the excitement that they 
show.  The people make ev-
erything happen and they’re 
what makes this country 
great and we’re proud to do 
it for them,” he announced.  
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4 Auctions in 3 Days 
Hot Wheel & Matchbox Auction 

August 17, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. 
3 hr. Auction of Hot Wheels – Red Lines 

NIB 1960’s to 2000 
Some very early Red Lines to Limited 

Editions & Sets! Early Match Box NIB – 
Lots of Sets NIB – Good Selection of 
Tootsie Toys! Sports 1/64 Semis & 

Bobbers – Ball Cards – You will find a 
great variety 

 
Antique Tool & Antique Auction 

August 18, 2023 – 9:00 a.m. 
500 lots of Early Woodworking Tools-

Planes-Drills-Hatchets-Axes-Hammers-
Stanley-Winchester-Blue Grass-Keen 
Kutter-Plumb – some early Tool Adv. 

 
Public Auction Private Collection of 

Petrolina 
August 18, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. 

Danny Buhr’s Lifetime Collection of Gas & 
Oil! Gas Pumps-Oil Bottles w/ Carriers-Air 

Meter-Pump Globes-Porcelian & Metal 
Signs-Advertising Cans & Tins-2 Gal.-5 

Gal.-1 Gal.-Qts.-Pints 
 

Tri-County Petrolina Auction 
August 19, 2023 – 9:00 a.m. 

400 lots of High End 2 Gal. Cans-Adv. & 
Memoribila-Porcelian & Metal Signs! 

Some of the best 2 Gal. Cans that have 
been sold in a long time! 

 
Tri-County Auction Co. LLC 

650 E CR 400 N – Arcola, IL 61910 
Sale Mgr. Vernon J. Yoder-217-268-3444 

Auctioneer: Dean Yoder 
Visa/MasterCard/Discover accepted 

NO BUYERS PREMIUM 
Absentee & Phone bidding available 

Austin Sanders and Garret Wise

LEGAL NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 

THE SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS, 

DOUGLAS COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE WAX, 
DECEASED NO 23-PR-6: 

Letters of Testamentary were 
issued on March 9, 2023 to Mar-
tha Burris, Executor of the Es-
tate of Charlotte Wax, Deceased.  
The attorney for the estate is 
Jason Bartell of Bartell Powell 
LLP, 3015A Village Office Place, 
Champaign, IL 61822, Phone 
(217)352-5900.  Claims against 
the estate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Douglas Courthouse, 401 
S. Center St, Tuscola, Illinois or 
with the Executor (care of her 
attorney), or both, within six 
(6) months from the date of this 
Notice.  Any claim not filed on or 
before said date is barred.  Cop-
ies of the claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Representative and 
to the Attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed. 
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