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Monday, September  4 - CLOSED FOR LABOR DAY HOLIDAY
Tuesday, September 5 - Turkey Burger, Ranchero Beans, Har-

vest Veggies, Pea Salad, Bun
Wednesday,  September 6 - Beef and Noodles, Mashed Pota-

toes, Carrots, Romaine Side Salad
Thursday,  September 7 - Fried Chicken, Corn Casserole, Green 

Beans, Watermelon, Bread
Friday,  September 8 - Grape Turkey Salad, Vegetable Soup, To-

mato Salad, Fruit, Bread and Crackers
Call 800-543-1770 for reservation information. Skim milk and 

desserts with no sugar added are available in many locations. Ask 
the site supervisor for information. Sometimes we need to substitute 
on our menus. We still guarantee a nutritious meal. The Peace Meal 
Senior Nutrition Program suggests a donation of $3.50 for each con-
gregate and home delivered meal. No older person shall be denied a 
meal because of their failure to contribute all or part of the cost of 
the meal. We accept the Illinois Link Card.

Peace Meal Menu

candidate to replace White, 
said Kleiss.

The Council approved the 
Tuscola parents’ group request 
to close Prairie Street on Sept. 
10 from 5 -8 p.m. The group 
will repaint block “T’s” on the 
road leading to Tuscola High 
School and its football field. 

The event also serves as a fun-
draiser for the school.

According to Hoel’s re-
port, Wohltman Construction 
prepared the subbase on the 
South Fire Station and deliv-
ered steel for the street shed 
foundation. Work on both 
foundations should begin after 
Labor Day.

Terra Waldrop and Troy 
Rund were the only Council 
members missing from Mon-

day night’s meeting.
The Council approved sev-

eral other items:
Approved the appointment 

of probationary firefighter Al-
lison Morenz.

Approved Rob Hardwick’s 
promotion to Chief Engineer.

Approved the appointment 
of Joyce Ragle as part-time po-
lice administrative assistant at 
a rate of $17.66 per hour.

Approved the payment of 

bills for $172,026, which in-
cluded $10,837 for fire turnout 
gear for municipal emergency 
services.

Community Building leases 
with alcohol for a Quinceanera 
on Nov. 21-23 and the TCHS 
Alumni Association for a re-
union on Sept. 22-24

Approved Prairie Street Clo-
sure and “T” Painting on Sept. 
10 from 5- 9 p.m.
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price tag and seat 83 fewer 
fans and have multiple ob-
structed views.

He said the School Board 
“had about opportunities to 
get help, opinions and insight 
from many sources.”

He said he had been asked 
by two School Board members 
to weigh in. He said he visited 
more than a dozen schools to 
see what they were doing and 
sent photos and drawings to 
them. “None of the pictures 
or illustrations that were dis-
cussed are even remotely 
close to what we have out 
there now.”

After five minutes, the 
School Board stopped Wienke 
per its rules for public com-
ment. They did not respond.

Superintendent Gary Al-
exander noted that Arcola 
attorney Mark Petty has sub-
mitted a Freedom of Informa-
tion request for all payments, 
contracts and other docu-
mentation regarding the new 
scoreboards.

In other business, the 
School Board set a public hear-
ing on the budget for the Sep-
tember meeting (7 p.m. Sept. 
25). The budget is available for 
review in the district office.

Alexander noted that the 
corporate tax funds from the 
state (personal property re-
placement tax) is expected to 
be down 28.8 percent from 
last year. It’s still higher than 
it was five years ago, he said, 
but a significant drop from the 
prior year.

Transportation funds from 
the state also are expected to 
be down, he said.

In the consent agenda, the 
Board approved closing the 
“Can Do” student activity ac-
count and moving funds from 
the marine biology and science 
clubs to the Science Olympiad.

During the superinten-
dent’s report, Alexander said 
that more than four-fifths of 
the bills paid for the month 
were for capital projects. The 
district paid $5 million in bills, 
and $4.1 million of that was for 
improvements.

He also advised the Board 
that the compressor at North 
Ward that provides air con-
ditioning to the office and li-
brary stopped working. He 
said it is under warranty but 
that he thinks the district will 
need to install a chiller system. 
It could be expensive, he said, 
but should cut down on costly 
repairs. He said North Ward’s 
heating and cooling system 
has needed work every year 
he’s been here.

He also presented this 
year’s enrollment numbers. 
There are 899 students cur-
rently enrolled in the district; 
298 at the high school, 276 
at East Prairie Middle School 
and 325 at North Ward Grade 
School, including preschool.

At the high school, the 
sophomore class is the biggest 
with 90 students. There are 
63 seniors, 73 juniors and 70 
freshmen, according to Justin 
Bozarth, dean of students.

Bozarth said the school 
was holding an open house on 
Tuesday, Aug. 29, and that the 
community will have another 
opportunity to view the im-
provements during homecom-
ing in late September.

He said the improvements 
have lifted spirits at the school. 
“The educational atmosphere 
is off the charts.” He said the 
school is focused this year on 
building relationships – stu-
dents developing relation-
ships with each other and in 
the community.

Jared Vanausdoll, principal 
at East Prairie, also comment-
ed on the improvements made 
there, including air condition-
ing. “It changed the emotional 
climate,” he said.

The Board also approved 
declaring furniture and tech-
nology equipment, including 
old smart boards, as surplus. 
Alexander said that a decision 
will need to be made as to what 
to do with the excess property.

Some of the old furniture 
is going to the high school, he 
said, and some will be kept in 
storage.

Board member Darold 
Spillman asked whether oth-
er furniture discarded by the 
school this summer had been 
declared surplus. Alexander 
said it had not because it was 
trash.

Donations were accepted 
as follows: $543.55 from Mu-
sic Boosters for band and cho-
rus; $107.08 from TE Connec-
tivity, Ian Rominger for social 
skills; $400 from TCHS boys’ 
basketball for social skills; 
and another $10,000 donation 
from Mark and Judy Furlong 
for TCHS boys’ basketball.

Following a closed session, 
the Board accepted the resig-
nation of Johanna Steffens as 
homecoming sponsor. They 
approved the hiring of Katie 
Burlew as jr. high scholastic 
bowl coach, Ashley Lewis as 
bookkeeper, Nicole Wilcoxen 
as North Ward PE teacher, 
Kathy Frye as East Prairie sci-
ence teacher, Lainey Banta 
as TCHS girls’ golf coach, Ali 
Yantis and Terra Waldrop as 
homecoming sponsors and 
Ashley Ginther as jr. high bas-
ketball volunteer assistant.
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BILL WILSON EXCAVATES GRASS AND DIRT in the alley between North Central Avenue and East Sale 
Street in Tuscola . The alley and greenspace are being redone as part of Phase 2 of the Downtown Al-
ley Improvement project. Photo by Jaclyn Henry.

THE ALLEY will have a new concrete surface, similiar to the improvements made in the alley next to 
City Hall. A new green space will be cultivated next to the Community Building. Photo by Jaclyn Henry.

VILLA GROVE’S SCARLETT HOWARD runs the Saber Corn Classic 
on Aug. 26 at St. Thomas More High School in Champaign. Howard 
finished 29th overall with a three-mile effort of 24 minutes, 37.80 
seconds. All the runners battled the oppressive heat of Saturday 
morning. Photo by Moto Johnson.

VILLA GROVE CROSS COUNTRY RUNNERS Ryan Schlueter (1727) and Eamon Reedy (1569) run 
side by side at the Saber Corn Classic on Saturday. Reedy finished the three-mile race in 22 minutes, 
16.4 seconds to take 45th. Schlueter crossed the finish line in 22:34, which was good for 51st. The 
Villa Grove boys finished fifth as team with 129 points.  Photo by Dan L. Chamness.


