
 8  September 13, 2023 The Journal

church after it burned, and the 
owners had agreed in writing to 
give the city a deed to the prop-
erty, Bequette said 

They have not yet done that, 
he said, and an effort to reach 
their attorney failed. Bequette 
said he has filed a legal motion 
to have a judge grant the deed.

He said he’s not worried 
about it because the owners 

had agreed to give the city the 
lot. He said he’s confident that 
a judge will grant the city’s re-
quest.

The city also voted to revise 
the fire department roster to 
clarify that Alison Morenz will 
serve as an emergency medical 
technician and not a firefighter.

 From Hoel’s ongoing proj-
ects report: 

Building Improvements: 
Footings were dug this week on 
the new fire station. Footings 
were begun a couple of weeks 

ago on the street shed addition, 
but the engineer has revised the 
design to include some drilled 
piers due to the condition of the 
soils and fill encountered. This 
will likely result in a change or-
der, but the cost will, hopefully, 
be minimized as the “spread” 
footings originally called for 
can be reduced in size, decreas-
ing the amount of concrete re-
quired. Wohltman has indicated 
that construction would be in 
full swing following Labor Day, 
so we should see substantial 

activity on both projects in the 
coming weeks. Finally, we met 
with the architect and mechani-
cal engineering team at the Po-
lice Station this week and they 
will be preparing revised scope 
and budget estimates for your 
review.

Downtown Alley Improve-
ments: Feutz continues work 
on the Downtown Alley Im-
provements. Most of the alley 
concrete behind the Commu-
nity Building is complete, and 
they have begun tear-out of the 

alley one block east. They will 
continue pouring the alleys and 
begin work on the plaza area 
and pedestrian path connecting 
to Sale Street.

Water Improvement Proj-
ects: DCEO has not yet issued 
the grant agreement for the 
Meadowview water main re-
placement project. We expect 
to receive that soon, and we will 
proceed to bid advertisement as 
soon as possible after receipt.

Insurance Renewal: Cur-
rently, I am working with two 

potential insurance carriers 
who will provide proposals for 
our insurance coverage, in addi-
tion to the renewal proposal we 
will receive from our current 
carrier, IMLRMA. I have asked 
for proposals no later than the 
end of October, so that you all

can consider an award in 
early November. IMLRMA offers 
an early-pay discount which we 
will want to take advantage of 
in the event we elect to remain 
with them.
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