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Greater St. Louis, Inc., SWIC highlight the

metro’s advanced manufacturing sector
STL 2030 Jobs Plan calls sector ‘priority mdustry cluster’ to drive future growth

As part of its efforts to strengthen the St.
Louis region’s advanced manufacturing sec-
tor, Greater St. Louis, Inc. joined Southwest-
ern Illinois College on Feb. 22,2023, for a
tour and roundtable discussion about how
the metro can grow advanced manufactur-
ing, including through workforce and talent
development initiatives like that SWIC leads.

“As a partner in our successful ef-
fort to win the competitive federal Build
Back Better Regional Challenge Grant,
we wanted to come to SWIC to highlight
how our region has come together to work
as one metro to make St. Louis a national
center for advanced manufacturing,” said
Jason Hall, CEO of Greater St. Louis,

Inc. “From the training taking place here

at SWIC to prepare our future workforce,

to the work of partners like Boeing to

create next-generation aircraft to protect

our country, and the establishment of the
Advanced Manufacturing Innovation Center
to develop the products and processes to
move this industry forward, it is clear that
advanced manufacturing is a critical part of
our metro’s strategy to win this decade.”

Hall joined SWIC leadership to tour its
advanced manufacturing job training facili-
ties at the college’s Sam Wolf campus in
Granite City. After the tour, the group joined
area advanced manufacturing company and
economic development leaders for a round-
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Greater St Louis, Inc. CEO Jason Hall shares a dialogue W|th Mark Bosworth
of Southwestern lllinois College during a Feb. 22, 2023 tour of the advanced
manufacturing training facilities at SWIC. (Photo courtesy Greater St. Louis, Inc.)

table discussion, at which they discussed

how to strengthen and grow the sector.
“The focus of our work here at SWIC

is workforce readiness, ensuring that we

are training people to fill gaps advanced

manufacturing companies face,” said Robert

Tebbe, SWIC’s Chief Enrollment Develop-

ment and Institutional Planning Officer.

“By providing strong instruction we are

addressing the workforce needs of our

advanced manufacturing sector and promot-

ing positive outcomes for our community.”
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The New Orleans-style jazz ensemble brings its parade of sound to the front of the
crowd and a colorful screen display as the 2023 Tourism Summit hosted by the
Great Rivers & Routes Tourism Bureau kicked off on Feb. 9 at Collinsville’s Gateway
Convention Center. A fountain of pyrotechnics from stage corners left and right would
soon follow. (Melissa Crockett Meske/lllinois Business Journal)

Also participating in the roundtable
was Boeing, a key supporter of the Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Innovation Center,
currently under development in North St.
Louis City. The company recently an-
nounced it had added hundreds of new
jobs to the St. Louis-area workforce last
year, with an eye toward building the
next generation of defense aircraft.

“We are pleased to participate in today’s
event with Greater St. Louis, Inc. and South-
western Illinois College,” said John Freder-

ick, Boeing Director of State & Local Gov-
ernment Operations. “The investments of the
Build Back Better Program will be key to en-
sure a trained and skilled workforce in the re-
gion for businesses. Boeing is committed to
these investments as we expand our footprint
in the region with expansion of the Boeing
St. Clair facility for the MQ-25A program,
which will result in up to 300 new jobs.”

Background

e Advanced Manufacturing is
named a “priority industry cluster” in
the STL 2030 Jobs Plan (https:/great-
erstlinc.com/sites/default/files/2022-
11/2030-Jobs-Plan_2.pdf, page 30).

e As the voice of the metro’s civic-
minded business community, Greater St.
Louis, Inc. coordinated the regional effort
to win a $25 million competitive federal
grant in the Build Back Better Regional
Challenge that will go to strengthen-
ing the region’s advanced manufacturing
sector (https:/greaterstlinc.com/news/
press-release/st-louis-wins-federal-build-
back-better-regional-challenge-grant.

e SWIC was part of the region’s ap-
plication and is one of the BBBRC grant-
ees, receiving a $2.5 million grant for its
Advanced Manufacturing Training Acad-
emy (https://www.swic.edu/about/news/
st-louis-wins-federal-build-back-better-
regional-challenge-grant%EF%BF%BC/).

Edwardsville ‘Que & Brew 2022 garnered
the award for “New Festival or Event”
during the Feb. 9 Great Rivers & Routes
Tourism Bureau’s summit. The award
was accepted by City of Edwardsville’s
Mayor Art Risavy. (Melissa Crockett
Meske/lllinois Business Journal)

Retired state senator Rachelle Crowe
is recognized as a “Friend of Tourism”
during the 2023 Tourism Summit hosted
on Feb. 9 at Collinsville’s Gateway
Convention Center by the Great Rivers
& Routes Tourism Bureau. (Melissa
Crockett Meske/lllinois Business Journal)

Great Rivers & Routes Tourism Bureau
President/CEO Cory Jobe and Board
Chair Lauren Pattan present an “lllinois
Made” award to creative entrepreneur
Aria Burnside, owner and COO of Aria’s
Cookies & Confections. The lllinois
Makers program celebrates small
businesses whose uniquely lllinoisan
style and creativity set their locally made
goods apart. (Melissa Crockett Meske/
lllinois Business Journal)
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Great Rivers & Routes Tourism Bureau presents its “New Attraction” award to Aerie’s Resort in Grafton for the new Aerie’s
Alpine Coaster during the annual Tourism Summit held on Feb. 9 at the Gateway Convention Center in Collinsville. (Melissa
Crockett Meske/lllinois Business Journal)



