
Page 2 — April 4, 2024	 THE TIMES JOURNAL | www.russellcountynewspapers.com

COMER,
			     — Continued from Page One

The event addressed 
“concerns centered 
on the often exces-
sive, inconsistent, and 
inadequately justified 
nature of the fees, 
casting a shadow of 
uncertainty over the 
regulatory landscape 
governing infrastruc-
ture on Corps man-
aged property, such as 
Lake Cumberland,” the 
Congressman said.

Comer said in his 
nearly eight years in 
Congress, last week’s 
hearing was only the 
second of its type for 
him.

“We don’t do many of 
these,” he said, ex-
plaining how the hear-
ing came about.

“The small business 
owners in this region 
have shared the exor-
bitant and seemingly 
trivial fee demand they 
have received from 
the Corps,” Comer 
said. “Small business 

owners have received 
$500 administrative 
fees for tasks such as 
obtaining an approval 
letter, approving a 
lease, and approving 
an event. Others have 
received $22,000 fees 
for review of a $5,000 
total cost action, and 
$9,500 for review of a 
marina expansion.”

“One received a 
whopping $20,000 fee 
for a review of a ma-
rina development,” the 
congressman said. 

Congressman Comer 
questioned if such 
feeds are “normal” or 
“acceptable.”

Chairman Comer 
said information ob-
tained by the Oversight 
Committee-along with 
a study conducted 
by the Government 
Accountability Office 
(GAO)-shows the 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has been 
levying “inconsis-
tent, unexpected, and 

exorbitant fees” against 
small business owners. 

He noted unclear 
fees pushed by the 
Corps can cripple small 
businesses-particularly 
local marina operators 
in Kentucky-and hurt 
further investment 
in recreational infra-
structure locally and 
nationwide. 

Marina owners from 
both Kentucky and 
Tennessee were among 
the many attendees 
at last week’s hear-
ing held at the Lake 
Cumberland State 
Resort Park.

Chairman Comer 
highlighted the 
MARINA Act, legisla-
tion he introduced to 
address the alleged 
lack of transpar-
ency and unclear fee 
policies, and concluded 
Congress must contin-
ue to explore solutions 
to ensure the Corps is 
issuing all fees consis-
tently and fairly.

“The findings in 
the GAO report really 
underscore the need 
for greater transpar-
ency, consistency 
and accountability 
in fee-setting prac-
tices, and that’s why we 
had this field hear-
ing today,” the con-
gressman explained. 
“We’re going to con-
tinue working closely 
with the Corps (and) 
with local officials and 
marina owners from 
both Kentucky and 
Tennessee.” 

“Our Committee 
works to eliminate 
waste, fraud, and abuse 
in federal programs 
and to ensure taxpayer 
funds are being used 
appropriately,” he said. 
“The economy of the 
First Congressional 
district, like many 
other districts across 
the country, is heav-
ily dependent on the 
tourism industry that 
lakes and other forms 
of outdoor recreation 
provide.”

Steeped in re-
search, Comer il-
lustrated in 2022, 
Lake Cumberland 
hosted over 2.5 million 
visitors, “and stands as 
one of the crown jewels 
of our state’s tourism 
industry.”

“Lake Cumberland 
was ranked the number 
one lake spot by USA 
Today in 2023-out-
ranking places like 
Lake Superior and 
Lake Havasu,” the con-
gressman said. “The 
number of economic 
benefits this amount 
of tourism provides to 
this area is incredible. 

Within 30 miles of 
this lake, the economic 
impact is over 1,100 
jobs, over $164 million 
in visitor spending, 
$107 million in sales, 
and over $33 million 
in labor income. It is 
vital for the economic 
health of Kentucky for 
businesses that con-
tribute to the tourism 
industry operate freely 
and without burden 
from bureaucratic 
intervention.”

But Comer stressed 
“beneath the surface 
of Lake Cumberland’s 
scenic beauty lies a 
matter of concern that 
warrants our attention-
the impact of real 
estate administrative 
fees imposed by the 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.”

The Corps, as a 
component of the 
Department of Defense 
plays a role in manag-
ing water resource 
projects across the 
nation, and imposes 
these fees on those who 
utilize its managed 
real estate, includ-
ing privately oper-
ated marinas on the 
lakes, such as Lake 
Cumberland,” Comer 
said. “These fees, 
intended to cover ad-
ministrative expenses 
incurred by the Corps, 
have raised significant 
apprehensions among 
stakeholders. As a 
result, the Committee 
on Oversight and 
Accountability asked 
the Government 
Accountability Office 
to examine the com-
plexities surrounding 
the Corps’ manage-
ment of these fees.”

The GAO, the con-
gressman said, is the 
investigative arm of 
Congress and serves as 
a watchdog to improve 
the performance of the 
federal government.

“(The) GAO’s ex-
amination revealed 
discrepancies in the 
Corps’ practices across 
different divisions and 
districts, raising ques-
tions about the uni-
formity of fee-setting 
criteria and the ad-
equacy of information 
provided to fee payers,” 
Comer said.

After nearly an hour 
of discussion, cor-
rective actions are 
accountability were 
mentioned as possible 
solutions to the present 
dilemma. 

“Quicker answers” 
to inquiries-especially 
regarding proposed 
expansion, and “more 
transparency...and 
consistency in the fees 
process” was suggested 
by the Congressman.

“We’re going to be 
watching this very 
closely,” Comer said. 
“Hopefully we will get 
something very pro-
ductive out of this very 
quickly.”

“We are all on 
the same team,” the 
congressman said. “We 
all want to see growth 
and economic expan-
sion of the lakes.”

“I just think there 
are some bureaucrat-
ic hurdles that can be 
overcome for our ma-
rina owners,” Comer 
said.

A large crowd attended a House Oversight Committee Hearing held Thursday at the 
Lake Cumberland State Resort Park.


