
Living for God must start with 
the heart.  Outward appearance is 
important, because that is what man 
sees.  But God sees the heart.  Our 
outward appearance must be holy.  
Our hearts must be pure and manifest a 
loving, forgiving spirit.  Our everyday 
lives must be full of good godly works, 
but it all must start in the heart.

One lady that had lived a sinful life 
for a long time had made a confession.  
She said that her life had changed.  
She quit smoking, swearing and 
various other bad habits, but she still 
didn’t have a loving, forgiving spirit.  
She had grudges she was still holding 
toward those close to hear.  She had 
laid aside many sinful things, but she 
was still carrying around weights that 
were a hindrance to her testimony.

It must start with the heart, then 
it will automatically manifest itself 
outwardly.  Many of us still don’t 
have that pure heart the Bible speaks 

of.  In the Psalms, the psalmist cried 
out, “Lord, create in me a pure, clean 
heart!”  Oh, Lord, that is my prayer 
for myself and for others too!  Let 
us lay aside not only sins, but also 
weights that are making us fall short 
of the mark.  We must strive daily 
in prayer to cleanse ourselves from 
all unrighteousness and that includes 
our attitude toward others.  Let us not 
be like the Pharisees of Christ’s day, 
because they boasted of things that 
were outward, yet their hearts were far 
from God.  Jesus told them that their 
righteousness was like filthy rags.  Not 
pure!  The beatitude says, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart!”  Jesus also told 
them that they were like something 
white washed outwardly, but inside it 
was rotten.

It starts with the heart.  How about 
your heart?  Thank you God that you 
look at the heart, because there I am.  
Man may misjudge us, but you know 

the  very intent of our heart.  Sanctify 
me daily Lord by the cleansing of my 
heart.  Create in me a clean heart, oh 
God, my father!  

Can you say amen?

Gary Toole, 
The Christian Way Ministries
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Grins & Giggles

Leah Boys is a world class champion rodeo trick rider. At home in the saddle, a master 
of the shootin’ iron and the bull whip. She has thrilled thousands all over the world with 
her daring stunts and is widely acclaimed as a superstar...but at home she’s just mommy 
to her 4-legged kids. Laugh at the antics of home and travel life with Leah her loving 

pets          Pekingese brothers Shing-Shang, Bojangles and Poodle Muzett. There’s never a 
dull moment in this clever, heartwarming and funny strip. Every pet lover will relate to what 
goes on in this enjoyable feature.

MEMEs of the week
Got a funny meme?

Send it in.

THE HEART
By Gary Toole, The Christian Way Ministries
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