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DID YOU KNOW...?

Did one part of the Confederacy
not rejoin the Union until 1946?

By Jack Bagley didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com

The headline question this week needs a rather lengthy
answer, so I’m going to be economical on the introduction
this time. Just let me say thank you for reading this silly
stuff every week and I hope you keep doing so!

Did you know ...

... the collective names for some animal groups make
a lot of sense? Properly noted, a group of ferrets is called
a business. As for hyenas, they’re called a cackle. (And a
group of silly people is called Congress.)

... some people deal with insomnia better than others?
For example, look at reclusive billionaire Howard Hughes
(1905-1976). While living in seclusion in Las Vegas, he
was being kept awake at night by the bright neon sign at the
nearby Silver Slipper casino. So Hughes bought the casino
and dismantled the sign. (I suppose dark curtains never
entered Mr. Hughes’ mind.)

... one light-year is a pretty long stretch? Most of us
know that a light-year is a measurement of the distance
light travels in one year. But just how big a distance is it?
Well, in miles, it’s: 5,878,499,810,000. That’s five trillion,
eight hundred seventy eight billion, four hundred ninety
nine million, eight hundred ten thousand miles for a beam
of light moving at ... well ... at the speed of light. (Not just
a jaunt to the corner store for candy, you know.)

... one part of the United States that seceded during the
Civil War didn’t rejoin until the 1940s? If that’s surprising,
you’ll love this: the town that seceded wasn’t in the South
at all. In 1861, the men of the small community of Town
Line, New York voted 85 to 40 to sever ties with the United
States and become part of the Confederacy. Town Line is a
little place with maybe 2,400 people in it today, and it’s not
far from the border with Canada. The vote to secede had
nothing to do with the reasons the Southern states seceded;
rather, the town’s voting-age men said they didn’t want to
have to provide soldiers for the Union army draft, which
would have decimated the population. But after the war
was over in 1865, the town didn’t vote to rejoin the Union.
Oh, the people still paid their taxes, voted in national
elections and did all the other stuff American citizens can
do, they were just not a part of the United States — at least
in their minds. In 1945, a reporter dug up the story (which
most of the people in Town Line had long forgotten) and a
vote was scheduled to formally rejoin the Union — a vote
which, amazingly, failed when 29 of 30 voters said “no.”
The town leaders decided to send a letter to President Harry
S Truman (1884-1972) and ask him what they should do.
Tongue firmly in cheek, Truman suggested holding a big
town barbecue and, on January 24, 1946, the town did just
that, officially taking down Confederate colors and running
the U.S. flag up the flagpole once again. A subsequent vote
turned out 90-23 in favor of rejoining the Union, and the
last Confederate holdout was readmitted after 85 years.
The residents of Town Line have made the most of their
minor footnote in history, calling themselves the “Last
of the Rebels” and, until 2011, using crossed U.S. and
Confederate flags as their town police and fire department
shoulder patches. (Stubbornness is generational!)

... you may know a “mouse potato”? In fact, you
could even be one. A mouse potato is someone who spends
an inordinate amount of time at a computer. It’s the tech
version of a couch potato. (What if the mouse potato does
all his or her mousing from the couch? What then?)

... ayear is not 365 days long? Sure, that’s what the
calendar says. But in actuality, the year is 365.25 days
long. That’s why we have Leap Year; the extra day added
every four years makes up for the extra 25% of a day (six
hours) that the actual year gives us. Without the addition
of February 29 every four years, the calendar would be
moving backward one full day every four years in relation
to the seasons.

.. memories aren’t exactly what we think they are?
Scientists who study the brain and how it works tell us that
when you remember an event, you're actually recalling
the last time you remembered it, not the actual event itself.
That explains why things aren’t exactly the way we recall
them. (Heck, I thought it was just because I’'m getting old.)

... a satellite orbiting Earth has a message for people of
the future? The LAGEOS (Laser Geodynamic Satellite),
launched on May 4, 1976, is in a very high orbit around
Earth, and is expected to crash back down between eight
and ten million years from now. It carries a message sealed
inside it to the people of the planet at that far-distant time,
telling them of our lives in this time frame. (That assumes,
of course, that there will be anybody here then. Or that
anybody can read by then.)

... one 75-watt light bulb actually gives off more light
than three 25-watt bulbs? (Not only that, fitting three 25-
watt bulbs into one light socket is no mean trick.)

so-called “cavemen” had larger brains than
modern humans have? Analysis of the fossilized skulls of
Neanderthals, a race of humans which died out about 30,000
years ago, shows that their brain case was an average of
13% larger than those of Cro-Magnons, or modern humans.
(But who used it better?)
. 1t 1is illegal to annoy pigeons in Massachusetts?
(They remember, and they fly over you. I’m just saying.)
Now ... you know!
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Visit a church of your choice every Sunday with your family.

« Camon Temple

First Born Church Of
The Living God, Inc.
Pasior: Madine Camon, Th.A
T2 Davis Avenue-Lakeland

Tues. & Thurs . .. .. 6 P
151 & 3rd Sundays 1t AM

« Camp Creek Missionary
Baptist

Intersection Hwy 122

& Hwy 168

Clinch County

« Evan's Temple Holiness
Chureh

46 Davis Ave. - Lakeland
22448 -B0dY

+ Everlasting House of
Prayer Deliverance Center
in Temple of Love

806 E Daws Ave, - Lakaland
229-282-4550

+ First Baptist Church

15 Main Streat - Lakeland
229-482-340

Sunday Schoal ... ... ... S45AM
Sunday Morming Service 1100 AM
Sundiny Mighl Seniog 8100 PM
Witesd Naght 00 FM

» Gateway of Heaven
B03 E Peeler Ave. - Lakeland
229-282-1156

» Greater Bethel A.M.E
130 5, Oak 51.- Lakeland

« Guthrie Baptist Church
CHf of Hwy 168-Lakeland
229-300-0043

» Kingdom Hall

of Jehowvah's Witnesses
7 = Oak Streat - Lakedand

204822020

+ Knight Memorial

Baplist Church

On Testervilie Hwy - Lakeland
284822587

» Lakeland Church af Christ
622 E. Main Streat-Laketand
220-482-26492

» Lakeland United Methodist
Church

BO West Mamn 5t - Lakeland
204823574

+ Lovejoy Community
Church
23 Lovejoy Rd - Lakeland

229-482-2164

Sundlay Schodl ... 1000 AW
Sunday Morming Servce - 11:00 AM
Sunday Might Sarvica . _ . 6100 PM
Witad. Might Bible Shady 700 PM
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+ New Bryant Missionary
Baplist

Fastor. Jasper 8. [hanals

T 5. Mill Street - Lakeland

= Mew Life Church
104 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

= Mew Life Church of God of
Stockton

516 W. Highway 84

Stockion, GA 31649

Pasior; Dwaine Crummay
[220) 242-7001

Suragiy Maruig - 10230 @m
Chitgren s Choreh - 10030 .am
Sunday Night - 530 pm
H't-ﬂ.nm'l'ﬁ? .I".'.'g.l.-.' « Fpm

= New Life Ministries
104 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

« Mew Hopewell Missionary
Baptist

124 W Main 5t - Lakeland
229-482-3237

= Dak Grove Freewlll
Baptist Church

Cak Grove Church Lane
Lakeland, GA »912-422-4212

= Dak Street Church of

Christ

Pastor: Bro. Joseph ingram
Sunday Schoal oidE AM
Sunday Moming Serndcs _11:00 AM
Tuesday Bible Shady 630 PM
- Pearly Gates Apostolic
Church

0. A0 0444 1326 South Mill Sireet
229-482-2764 Lakeland, GA 31635
Bishop and Pastor Odie Cook
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229-305-8250

Sunddy School 10am

Sunasay Maming Sandce- 17 a.m
Wednesday Bibde Study- &:30 p.m.

+ Ray City Church of God
515 Main St - Ray City
229-455-5689

« Refuge Temple Seventh
Day Adventist

E05 E Washington Ave,
Lakeland, GA
229-482.9550
220-563-5834

+ Shiloh #2 Baptist Church
70 Davis Streel - Lakeland
220.M92.5957

+ Southside Baplist Church
326 5 Hery 221 - Lakeland
229-282-2280

 5t. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

2230 Garner Road = Ray City
229-455-5554

+ St Lewis Baptist Church
Route 1, Hwy 135
Lakeland, GA+ 229-482-2188

» Stockton Baptist Church
262 Church Rd.
Stockton, GA + 220-241-1119

* Unity United

Methodigt Church

224 Unity Church Road
Lakeland, GA « 229-482-3103
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