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I’m originally from the Homestead, FL area in south 
Florida. It was back in 1992, when a terrible storm came through 
and totally devastated the area, when I was freed from a life 
of captivity at a research facility. You humans called the storm 
Hurricane Andrew. I was one lucky baby monkey to have 
survived that ordeal but many of my monkey friends weren’t so 
lucky.

Anyway, after 25+ years of living on my own, struggling 
to learn how to survive in the wild, swinging from limb-to-limb 
and tree-to-tree, trying my best to avoid being seen by humans, 
taking a few breaks from my travels and living for a while 
in Silver Springs State Park, I found myself in a town called 
Valdosta back in the summer of 2015.

It was in Valdosta where I was soon spotted by Valdosta 
City Workers, VSU students, local residents and even a few 
police officers. My covert traveling was over after reports of my 
existence were reported in the local newspaper. I was befriended 
by a couple of pilots from Moody Air Force Base who spotted 
me and my hideout while they were out flying their Wart Hogs.

They secretly took me in and helped me with food, water 
and shelter. They even taught me how to fly those awesome Wart 
Hogs, but that’s a whole other story.

Folks, I will come to you from time to time with an article, 
opinion or perhaps even an occasional joke in an attempt to 
brighten your day. From time to time I will occasionally have 
one of my associates speak to you on different topics. You will 
eventually hear from Weather Monkey, Cyber Monkey, Financial 
Monkey, and the COMOOPs (COvert MOnkey OPeratives… an 
Elite Group of Special Forces Monkeys who are commanded by 
Col. Valdosta Monkey, Sr.) just to name a few of my associates.

Valdosta Monkey received the following question via his 
Facebook Page recently…

Dear Monkey,
What’s your opinion on Distracted Driving?
One thing I will never understand about you humans is how 

so many of you take life for granted. I see you folks driving your 
vehicles and instead of looking at the road you seem to be in a 
trance-like state staring at your laps.

You run off the shoulder of the road nearly taking out 
signs and mailboxes one-second and then just like finger-snap 
that you’re crossing the center line nearly hitting approaching 
vehicles head-on.

Folks? It’s not worth it!
Put those phones down, raise your head up and pay attention 

to the task at hand. Remember, the distance between you and the 
approaching vehicle is most likely closing at a combined speed 
of anywhere from 110-140 mph. Texting and driving is akin 
to DUI. If you choose to text and drive, cause a motor vehicle 
accident and kill someone, PLEASE don’t say, “I’m so sorry, I 
didn’t mean to kill your family.” Saying you’re sorry just won’t 
cut it. You’re not sorry, you’re just stupid. Phones down! Heads 
up!

You are invited to “Like” and “Follow” Valdosta Monkey 
on Facebook and visit his webpage at www.valdostamonkey.
com

Greetings humans! 
Let me take a brief moment 
to introduce myself.

By James Finck, Ph. D.
During his Valley Forge speech earlier this month, where he stated this election is 

about whether democracy would survive, President Joe Biden asked, “Is democracy 
still America’s sacred cause?”

Biden believes former president and Republican frontrunner Donald Trump wants 
to end democracy while his campaign aims to preserve it. Now, Biden may be calling 
for democracy, but Trump is currently removed from primary ballots of Colorado 
and Maine. Even more, Democrats have blocked members of their own party from 
challenging the president in some primaries.

Holding primaries and challenging a sitting president are uncommon. Historically 
speaking, there have been four eligible presidents who were not renominated, the last 
of which being in LBJ in 1968.

Normally, incumbent presidents are not challenged and many states declare them 
winners without holding primaries. Yet, recent times are far from normal. Trump has 
several pending court cases. And, on the Democratic side, according to ABC News, 
Biden has the lowest approval ratings (about 33%) in the past 15 years. With numbers 
like this, it seems only right that other Democrats challenge Biden for the presidency.

In at least eight Democratic state primaries, one or more candidates challenging 
Biden are missing from the ballot. Currently, the two leading Democratic challengers, 
Minnesota Congressman Dean Phillips and Marianne Williamson, author and founder 
of Project Angel Food, are missing from the ballot. Earlier Robert Kennedy Jr. threw 
his hat in the ring but when it was rejected, he decided to run as an Independent.

It is difficult to call anyone a contender as Democrats have not held debates, and 
states are ignoring candidates on their primary ballots. Even if the Democratic Party 
allows these challengers to run, they will face an uphill battle, but not an impossible 
one.

In several articles, I have said that the political craziness of 1968 is very similar to 
our own. When it comes to challenging a sitting president, once again, this comparison 
holds true.

In 1968, incumbent President Lyndon B. Johnson was preparing for a second run (it 
would be his third term as he completed John F. Kennedy’s term after his assassination, 
but by law a president can serve for 10 years.)

Like Biden, LBJ’s approval ratings were incredibly low, under 40%. Johnson’s 
biggest issue had been the war in Vietnam, which he claimed America was winning. 
However, 1968 began with the Tet Offensive which killed more than 2,600 American 
soldiers. Because of Johnson’s handling of the war, the student movement (student 
activists aiming to promote political, environmental or social change) began calling for 
Robert Kennedy, the younger brother of slain President John F. Kennedy, to challenge 
Johnson in the primaries.

Johnson and Robert Kennedy were famous political rivals. Kennedy wanted to 
replace Johnson and change his policies. Not knowing if he could win, and worried that 
an attempt might not only hurt his future chances but also divide the Democratic Party, 
Kennedy refused to run.

The student movement found another champion in U.S. Sen. Eugene McCarthy of 
Minnesota, who was critical of Johnson and his war policies. McCarthy did not believe 
the nation could survive four more years under the Johnson administration.

Knowing the odds were against him, students still rallied behind McCarthy. 
Many cut their hair and put on nice clothes to “Get Clean for Gene” and canvased 
neighborhoods. As always, the first primary was held in New Hampshire. To everyone’s 
surprise, McCarthy came in a close second, Johnson 49% to McCarthy’s 41%.

With blood in the water, Robert Kennedy also decided to challenge Johnson. On 
March 16, Kennedy threw his hat into the ring.

To the surprise of Kennedy, McCarthy and the nation, Johnson announced on 
March 31 that for the good of the nation in a time of crisis he would no longer seek the 
nomination of his party.

For only the fourth time in our nation’s history, a sitting president would not be 
renominated, opening the door for Kennedy. Yet, McCarthy had a head start and many 
of the students had already committed to him. It would take until May 7 for Kennedy 
to win his first primary in Indiana.

Kennedy and McCarthy went back and forth winning states, neither gaining a clear 
advantage. They also had to face a new challenger in Hubert Humphrey, Johnson’s 
vice president, who took up Johnson’s fight after he left the race. The Democratic Party 
was clearly split as the more liberal wing and students fought between McCarthy and 
Kennedy and the moderate Democrats supported Humphrey.

It went that way until the California Primary on June 2. After Kennedy’s win, he, 
too, was assassinated. Once again, the nation was in crisis as a second Kennedy had 
been shot down. As the nation mourned, McCarthy suspended his campaign for a 
while, opening the door for Humphrey.

I have often heard that if Kennedy had not been shot, he would have won the primary 
and beaten Nixon. I am not as convinced. The primaries were about to head south 
where Kennedy was not as popular. We will never know as Kennedy died in California 
and Humphrey was able to capture the nomination at the Chicago convention only to 
lose to Nixon in the general election. While this election was marred with tragedy, it 
did demonstrate the democratic process in action.

It is rare to challenge a sitting president, but under the right circumstances it may 
be necessary. While Johnson was not happy with the outcome, at least the challengers 
were allowed to stand up and say there can be a different path. Yet, in our current 
election, instead of a candidate, democracy may be what’s assassinated.

James Finck, Ph.D. is a professor of history at the University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma and writes for the Southwest Ledger. You can follow Historically Speaking 
on Facebook or at Historicallyspeaking.blog.

Challenging the sitting 
president: ‘Is democracy still 

America’s sacred cause?’

https://www.valdostamonkey.com
https://www.valdostamonkey.com

