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DID YOU KNOW...?

Did people condemned to death
in medieval England actually tip
their executioners?

By Jack Bagley didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com

Spring is just three weeks away!

Baseball will be getting back into the swing of things
with spring training ... robins will be making more and
more appearances in our back yards ... the chill will flee
and the warmth begin ... days get longer, nights get shorter
... what’s not to love about spring?

The sap flows ... and so, sadly, do some of the saps. But
we can cope, we always do.

Flowing of trivia, however, never ends, so let’s get
ready to welcome a new batch of silly stuff right now!

Did you know ...

... abook was once published to counteract one written
by Dr. Seuss? In his book, The Lorax, Seuss (born Theodor
Geisel, 1904-1991) takes the environment down to a child’s
viewpoint, especially the need for trees. In response, the
foresting industry in 1995 published Truax by Terri Birkett
(born 1957), a satirical response to Seuss’ work. It discusses
the need for a hardwood flooring industry. The book is told
from the point of view of a logger. (I’m trying to work out
a way to name a book NoAxe but I got nothing.)

... the richest man in history probably isn’t who you
think it is? Sure, everybody figures that Bill Gates (born
1955) or Elon Musk (born 1971) are right up there with
the highest of them. And adjusted for inflation, John D.
Rockefeller (1839-1937), founder of Standard Oil, had
a net worth about ten times as much as Gates or Musk.
But most likely, the richest in history — again adjusted for
inflation — was the Malian ruler Mansa Musa (1280-1337),
who was worth in today’s money about $900 billion. (At
that point, the numbers are really meaningless, you know.)

. an ethnic group in Asia is allowing themselves
to become extinct? The Taron people of the Himalayan
foothills of Asia, known to some as “East Asian pygmies,”
have been a pure and isolated ethnicity, but inbreeding
over the centuries has caused physical and developmental
problems to the point where, decades ago, they decided to
allow themselves to die out. At this writing there are only
about five pure Taron people left.

. people condemned to beheading in medieval
England would tip their executioners? The idea was to
ensure the headsman would complete the job in one blow.
Those who refused to give their executioner a gratuity
didn’t get an easy death; for example, Mary, Queen of
Scots (1542-1587) needed a total of fifteen whacks of the
blade before her head was severed, because she did not
offer her executioner a coin. Additional trivia note: Mary’s
execution was one of the most bizarre in history. After the
deed was done, the executioner held up her head by the
hair and said, “God save the Queen!” At that, the head fell
to the platform, but the hair was still in the executioner’s
hand — Mary was wearing a wig, and nobody knew it. If
that wasn’t weird enough, as Mary was beheaded, a small
dog ran out from under her skirt. (Well, that’s nothing to
lose your head about.)

... zombies really do exist? Yes, I know in previous
columns I said zombies cannot exist, and I stand by that —
the classic trope about “undead humans” coming back to
some form of animation is physically impossible. But in
nature, there is a kind of fungus that can take over the body
of an insect and turn it into a mindless “zombie.” Spores
of the tropical fungus Ophicordyceps land on an ant’s body
and grow into the insect’s nervous system. After nine days,
the fungus has total control of the ant — it forces the ant
to climb to a high level of a tree or bush, clamp its jaws
around a leaf, and then — at exactly noon — kills the ant
and grows through its body to release its own spores. (The
spores then go on to enter politics, I’'m told.)

... you could be a victim of tyrotoxism? If you are, you
have been poisoned by cheese. (Not a gouda way to die;
there are many cheddar ways to go, if you ask me.)

... you may be suffering from matutolypea? If you
are, a trip to the doctor is not necessary. Matutolypea is an
old term for “getting up on the wrong side of the bed,” or
basically having a bad day. (I have another term for it, but
this is a family newspaper.)

... fish can suffer from depression? Not exactly the
same as human depression, we’re told, but the condition
has its similarities. (If all you had to do was swim and look
at other fish, you’d be depressed, too.)

... a popular late-night talk show host got his start as
a magician? Johnny Carson (1925-2005), who would host
The Tonight Show for 30 years, began his entertainment
career as a teenage magician. Carson entered the Navy
during World War II and received his commission as an
ensign. Following the war, the young officer was in a
conversation with Secretary of the Navy James Forrestal
(1892-1949), and the cranky Forrestal asked Carson if he
planned to remain in the service. Carson said he wanted
to be a magician, and the secretary asked him to perform.
Carson did a card trick that caused the notably dour
Forrestal to laugh, and he later said that convinced him
he had a future in the entertainment industry. (Heeeere’s
Johnny!)

...the word karaoke has a specific meaning? The
Japanese word means “empty orchestra.” Kara means
empty, and oke is a short word for orchestra. (I thought it
meant “lousy singing.” It does when I do it.)

Now ... you know!

Chureh
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Visit a church of your choice every Sunday with your family.

« Camon Temple

First Born Church Of
The Living God, Inc.
Fasior: Mading Camon, Th.AM.
72 Davis Avenue-Lakeland
Tues, B Thurs | B PM
151 & 3nd Sundays 1AM

« Camp Creek Missionary
Baptist

Intersection Hwy 122

& Hwy 168

Clinch Coumty

» Evan’s Temple Holiness
Church

46 Davis Ava. - Lakeland
220-482-A040

« Everlasting House ol
Prayer Deliverance Center
in Temple of Love

806 E Davis Ave. - Lakaland
2240-482-9550

« First Baptist Church
15 Main Strest - Lakeland

2ea-482-340

Sunday Schoal co. BA5 AM
Sunday Moming Service . 1100 AM
Sunday MNigh! Sarada B0 PM
Wad Keght L. 00 P

» Gateway of Heaven
83 E Pealar Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-1156

« Greater Bethel A.M.E
130 8. Oak 51 - Lakeland
220-482-0414

+ Guthrie Baptist Church
Of of Hwy 168-Laxedand
229-300-004-3

« Kingdom Hall

of Jehovah's Witnhesses
67 5 Oak Street - Lakeland
204822020

* Knight Memagrial

Baplist Church

O Teeterville Hwy - Lakeland
220-482-2687

» Lakeland Church of Christ
G22 E. Main Streat-Laketand
20-482-2692

* Lakeland United Methodist
Church

B0 West Main 5t. - Lakeland
2E0-482-3574

» Lovejoy Community
Church
23 Lovejoy Rd - Lakeland

220-482-2169

Sunday Scnel | 100040 Akl
Sunday Morning Servica . 11:00 AM
Sunday MNight Senvice G100 PM
Wed. Night Bible Study .. 7.00 PM

{Chicisan s Frograms avardnbin af af senv
on Bmos, Teans program doning Sunday
Scrodd ared Noh! savice & Peed. nagi
sanvice.)

* New Bryant Misslonary
Baptist

Fastar, Jasper B, [ranials

T3 5. Mill Street - Lakeland
220-482-2784

+ Mew Life Church
104 W Thigpean Ave
Lakeland, GA

« Mew Life Church of God of
Stockton

516 W. Highway 84

Stockton, GA 31649

Paslor: Dwaine Crummaey
(220) 242-7001

Sunaay Maming - 130 am
Chidren's Chueh - 1030 am
Sundiy Night - 530 p.m
Wednesday Night - 7 p.m

= New Life Ministries
14 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

- New Hopeweil Missionary
Baptist

124 W Main 5t + Lakeland
220-482- 33T

= Oiak Grove Freawill
Baptisi Church

Cak Grove Church Lana
Lakeland, GA - 912-420.4212

+ Dak Street Church of
Christ

Fasior: Bre, Josoph Ingram
Sunday Sehpal. - LY
Sunday Ml:-enrg Sorvog 11 D0 AN
Tugsday Bible Study .30 Ful

- Pearly Gates Apostolic
Church

1326 South Mill Sireeat
Lakeland, GA 31635

Bishop and Pastor Odie Cool

229-305-8550

Sunday Schook 10 am

Sumday Moming Seovice- 17 a.m
Widnesclay Bitde Study- 8:30 p.m

« Ray City Church of God
515 Main St - Ray City
228-455-0680

» Refuge Temple Seventh
Day Adventist

605 E Washington Ave.
Lakeland, GA
220-482-055(0)
220-563-5534

+ Shiloh £2 Baptist Church
70 Davis Streaf - Lakeland
2o0-292-5953

» Southside Baplist Church
326 5 Hwy 221 - Lakeland
229-482-2280

« 51, Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

2530 Gamner Road - Ray City
£29-455-5554

« 51 Lewis Baptist Church
Route 1, Hwy 135
Lakeland, GA - 229-482-218R

» Stockton Baptist Church
262 Church R4,
Siockton, GA + 229-241-1119

* Unity United

Methadist Chureh

224 Unity Church Road
Lakeland, GA+ 223-482-3103

MESSAGE TO LOCAL CHURCHES:
If you would like to be included in this listing made

possible by local advertisers or if a local minister would
like to submit a column, please contact Lanier County

News at 229-854-0186 today!
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