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By Carol A. Gasser Moore
VALDOSTA, Georgia – Valdosta Police Department (VPD) Chief Leslie Manahan has released information 

regarding ann incident which occurred on Tuesay, Febrary 27th.  Manahan indicates that VPD Officers responded 
to an E911 emergency call about 9:15 p.m. Numerous citizens had made emergency calls regarding a possible 
male victim of a shooting which occurred in the 2300 block of Deborah Drive.  All witnesses detailed a thorough 
description of the offender.

The described male was observed running from the area as law enforcement arrived.  VPD Officers and Lowndes 
County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) Deputies performed a search.  Law enforcement located the suspect and took him 
into custody without incident.  

A 10-year-old juvenile was identified the juvenile male, whose name is withheld due to his age.  Officers 
recovered the juvenile’s fire arm during the areas search.  Law enforcement have identified the male juvenile’s 
firearm as the one involved in the shooting.   

Because of the youth’s age, VPD Officers contacted the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).  The DJJ authorized 
the juvenile be detained for reckless conduct and possession of a firearm by a minor.

The juvenile was transported to a Regional Youth Detention Center.
Manahan indicates that this investigation is on-going, and further charges are pending.
Chief Leslie Manahan has stated, “This was great teamwork by our department and the sheriff’s office to 

quickly and safely apprehend this juvenile.  His reckless actions and disregard for human life endangered the lives 
of members of our community.”

Teen Arrested for Discharging Firearm
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