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DID YOU KNOW...?

Was Stonehenge once bought at
an auction?

By Jack Bagley didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com

The countdown to spring continues!

Though, to be perfectly honest, I hope this spring isn’t
like the last couple we’ve had. In this particular area of the
country (I can’t speak to where you are if you’re outside
Georgia reading this), the last couple of years it seemed we
went straight from winter to summer, with only a couple of
hours of spring.

I hope it isn’t that way this year. We need spring. We
need gradually warming days and gradually shortening
nights. Not dumped on us all at once.

Let’s hope.

We need trivia, too, and here’s this week’s installment!

Did you know ...

... your weight varies depending upon which planet
you’re standing on? Let us say, for the sake of argument,
that you weigh 100 pounds here on Earth. (For which,
I envy you big time.) On Jupiter, the largest planet, you
would weigh 236.4 pounds, because Jupiter’s gravity is
the strongest of all planets in the Solar System. For the
opposite end of the spectrum, you’d have to travel all the
way to Pluto. On that frosty dwarf planet, your weight
would be a measly 6.7 pounds. (That settles it. I’m moving
to Pluto. Easier than dieting.)

... the patron saint of Ireland, famous for driving the
snakes out of the country, never actually did so? The story
goes that St. Patrick (408 AD-493 AD), after arriving in
Ireland in 432, “drove all the snakes out of the island”
and into the sea. The only problem with the story is, there
were never any indigenous snakes on the island. Ireland is
too far from any other land mass for snakes to swim to it.
Modern scholars use the “snakes” story as an analogy of
Patrick’s driving paganism out of the island and bringing in
Christianity. Additional trivia note: The popular picture of
St. Patrick with a shamrock is also a sham. Though Patrick
may indeed have utilized the three-leaf clover to teach
religious concepts, the first writing about his doing so did
not appear until 1726. The story goes that Patrick used the
shamrock for his lessons because it was sacred to the pagan
Irish, but there is no documentation that the pagans ever
considered it sacred. (You know why they use a shamrock,
right? It’s too weird to use a real rock. The same applies
for shampoo.)

... history has shown us some pretty silly ways of
treating illnesses? Take this example: in the Middle Ages,
it was believed by some people in Germany that kissing a
donkey would relieve a toothache. (The lines I could do
here are limitless, but I will restrain myself. I don’t want to
make a ... well, you know.)

... a famous chef cooked up a special “recipe” during
World War 11?7 Known for her long-running program The
French Chef, Julia Child (1912-2004) worked for the
Office of Strategic Services, or OSS, during World War II.
Her duties saw her working in the Emergency Sea Rescue
Equipment Section, and in that role she helped develop a
recipe for a shark repellent. (Oooh la la!)

... Stonehenge was once bought at an auction? In 1915,
Cecil Chubb (1876-1934), a British millionaire, purchased
the prehistoric monument known as Stonehenge at an
auction and gave it to his wife Mary. She had reportedly
sent him out that day to purchase chairs for the family dining
room, and was not thrilled with his £6,600 ($199,378 in
today’s dollars) purchase of the monument instead of the
chairs — he slept in the guest room for months. Three years
after the auction, Chubb donated Stonehenge to the British
government, on the condition that the entrance fee would
never be more than a shilling, and locals would always
have free access. For the donation, Chubb was given the
hereditary rank of baronet by British Prime Minister David
Lloyd-George (1863-1945). (Thanks to Ed for the tip!)

. skating rinks go counter-clockwise for a reason?
Most roller skating and ice skating rinks have people
circling counter-clockwise because the majority of people
are right-handed, and that direction allows them to hang on
to the rail if they need to keep their balance. (I’m kind of
glad they do it that way, myself.)

... potatoes are grown in all 50 U.S. states? (Not
coincidentally, potatoes are also eaten in all 50 U.S. states.)

. astronauts can be designated as such without
actually being in space? NASA policy defines an astronaut
as someone who has flown 50 miles above sea level.
However, international agreements state that space actually
begins 62 miles above sea level at a point called the Karméan
line, named for physicist Dr. Theodore von Karmén (1881-
1963). Dr. von Karman determined that space actually
begins at that height. (How’d he figure that?)

... the Atlantic Ocean is saltier than the Pacific Ocean?
(A salty comment at best.)

... the closest U.S. airport to the North Pole is named
for a pilot and a humorist? On August 15, 1935, an airplane
took off from a lagoon near Barrow, Alaska, with humorist
Will Rogers (1879-1935) and pilot Wiley Post (1898-
1935). The airplane crashed on takeoff, killing both men.
When an airport was constructed in the town, it was named
after both, and is called Wiley Post-Will Rogers Memorial
Airport. Additional trivia note: the town of Barrow is no
longer officially called that. It now goes by its Inuit name,
Utqgiagvik. The airport is about nine miles from the point
where Rogers and Post went down. (And no, [ have no idea
how to pronounce Utqgiagvik.

Now ... you know!

Register your church in The Lanier County News On-line Church
Directory by going to laniercountynewsonline.com, clicking
“church directory” then “add my church” and completing form.

Thank you sponsors for your
ad in this section, If your church
would like 1o be added to this
page free of charge, or vou
would like 1o sponsor the page
with an ad please contact the
| Lanier County News Office

il 229-854-0186.

Lanier County News

Visit a church of your choice every Sunday with your family.

« Camon Temple

First Born Church Of
The Living God, Inc.
Fasior: Mading Camon, Th.AM.
72 Davis Avenue-Lakeland
Tues, B Thurs | B PM
151 & 3nd Sundays 1AM

« Camp Creek Missionary
Baptist

Intersection Hwy 122

& Hwy 168

Clinch Coumty

» Evan’s Temple Holiness
Church

46 Davis Ava. - Lakeland
220-482-A040

« Everlasting House ol
Prayer Deliverance Center
in Temple of Love

806 E Davis Ave. - Lakaland
2240-482-9550

« First Baptist Church
15 Main Strest - Lakeland

2ea-482-340

Sunday Schoal .. B45AM
Sunday Moming Service . 1100 AM
Sunday MNigh! Sarada B0 PM
Wad Keght L. 00 P

» Gateway of Heaven
83 E Pealar Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-1156

« Greater Bethel A.M.E
130 8. Oak 51 - Lakeland
220-482-0414

+ Guthrie Baptist Church
Of of Hwy 168-Laxedand
229-300-004-3

« Kingdom Hall

of Jehovah's Witnhesses
67 5 Oak Street - Lakeland
204822020

* Knight Memagrial

Baplist Church

O Teeterville Hwy - Lakeland
220-482-2687

» Lakeland Church of Christ
G22 E. Main Streat-Laketand
20-482-2692

* Lakeland United Methodist
Church

B0 West Main 5t. - Lakeland
2E0-482-3574

» Lovejoy Community
Church
23 Lovejoy Rd - Lakeland

220-482-2169

Sunday Scnel | 100040 Akl
Sunday Morning Servica . 11:00 AM
Sunday MNight Senvice G100 PM
Wed. Night Bible Study .. 7.00 PM

{Chicisgn s Programs avardnbie af af sene
on Bmos, Teans program doning Sunday
Scrodd ared Noh! savice & Peed. nagi
sonvice. )

* New Bryant Misslonary
Baptist

Fastar, Jasper B, [ranials

T3 5. Mill Street - Lakeland
220-482-2784

+ Mew Life Church
104 W Thigpean Ave
Lakeland, GA

« Mew Life Church of God of
Stockton

516 W. Highway 84

Stockton, GA 31649

Paslor: Dwaine Crummaey
(220) 242-7001

Sunaay Maming - 130 am
Chidren's Chueh - 1030 am
Sundiy Night - 530 p.m
Wednesday Night - 7 p.m

= New Life Ministries
14 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

- New Hopeweil Missionary
Baptist

124 W Main 5t + Lakeland
220-482- 33T

= Oiak Grove Freawill
Baptisi Church

Cak Grove Church Lana
Lakeland, GA - 912-420.4212

+ Dak Street Church of
Christ

Fasior: Bre, Josoph Ingram
Sunday Sehpal. - LY
Sunday Ml:-enrg Sorvog 11 D0 AN
Tugsday Bible Study .30 Ful

- Pearly Gates Apostolic
Church

1326 South Mill Sireeat
Lakeland, GA 31635

Bishop and Pastor Odie Cool

228-305-8550

Sunday Schook 10 am

Sunday Maming Seovice- 11 a.m
Woedne sy Bitde Stoey- 6.30 pom

« Ray City Church of God
515 Main St - Ray City
228-455-0680

» Refuge Temple Seventh
Day Adventist

605 E Washington Ave.
Lakeland, GA
220-482-055(0)
220-563-5534

+ Shiloh #2 Baptist Church
70 Davis Streaf - Lakeland
2o0-292-5953

» Southside Baplist Church
326 5 Hwy 221 - Lakeland
229-482-2280

« 51, Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

2530 Gamer Road * Ray City
£29-455-5554

« 51 Lewis Baptist Church
Route 1, Hwy 135
Lakeland, GA - 229-482-218R

» Stockton Baptist Church
262 Church R4,
Siockton, GA + 229-241-1119

* Unity United

Methadist Chureh

224 Unity Church Road
Lakeland, GA+ 223-482-3103

MESSAGE TO LOCAL CHURCHES:
If you would like to be included in this listing made

possible by local advertisers or if a local minister would
like to submit a column, please contact Lanier County

News at 229-854-0186 today!
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