
While everything is debatable in 
general terms, there are absolute truths 
that work without question.  The proverb 
we’ve heard all our lives, “The family 
that prays together, stays together,” is 
true.  It’s been quoted so often and with 
such religious fervor that some have 
even thought it was an actual scripture.  
Of course, many scriptures back this 
saying up.  Like for instance, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old, he will not depart from 
it.” Proverbs 22:6.  Now, one fellow 
said, “Train up a child in the way you 
should have gone yourself.”  Amen to 
that!  And part of that training is prayer.  
The family that prays together does 
stay together, generally speaking, from 
a spiritual standpoint.

I’ve often wondered why in the 
scripture it says, “And when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.”  Well, my 
conclusion is, when they are under your 

roof and their feet under your table for 
the most part, even if by force, they 
pretty much do as you say.  When they 
are grown and with a mind of their own, 
it’s a whole different ball of wax.  The 
real test of whether they have been 
trained properly, including sincere, 
fervent, effectual daily prayer in the 
home, shows up most times in later 
years, after they have been weather 
beaten by the world.

Like the prodigal son, they realize 
home is where the heart is.  That prayer 
is the key to heaven’s gate.  The real 
acid test, according to the scripture, is 
supposedly when they are grown and 
on their own. The story was told of a 
little unruly boy.  His father thought he 
was cute and didn’t discipline him and 
wouldn’t let his wife.  The boy grew 
up and landed in prison.  Later years 
he came to see his dad and he took 
his father in the woods for a walk.  He 
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shows his father small pines and asks 
him to bend them.  Then he got to a 
larger one he couldn’t bend.  He said, 
“Dad, that’s me.  When I was small you 
didn’t bend me and now that I am older 
you can’t.”

When we hear the saying, “The 
family that prays together, stays 
together,” we think in physical terms, 
when in fact it is primarily referring 
to spiritual terms.  That spiritual bond 
that it creates in the lives of our family.  
That bond that goes with them a life 
time.  The family that sincerely prays 
together, stays together, spiritually 
united for eternity, if by their own 
choice they choose to follow Christ.  
And of course, sincere prayer does 
keep families together from a physical 
stand point and even much closer 
emotionally.  Yes, the family that prays 
together stands a better chance of 
staying together.  Can you say amen?


