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DID YOU KNOW...?
What Major League Baseball

team holds the modern
record for the most runs
scored in a single game?

By Jack Bagley didyouknowcolumn@gmail.com

Well, it’s spring again.

Somehow, it was an underwhelming transition. I
always expect bright sunshine, mild temperatures, and
outdoorsy things to do.

And I never get them. It’s like winter said something
along the lines of, “I’m not done yet! Wait your turn!”

Heavy sigh. You’d think that by my age I’d know
better.

What I do know is trivia. How about this week’s
assortment? Coming right up!

Did you know ...

... you may suffer from ophidiophobia? I do. It’s a
fear of snakes. (Crawly reptiles have always bothered me.)

... the birth of a member of the British royal family
helped spur interest in astrology? When Princess Margaret
(1930-2002) was born, the Sunday Express newspaper
asked an astrologer to predict what the newborn princess
could hope for “in the stars.” The subsequent piece was a
hit, and the newspaper began printing regular astrological
predictions about things going on in the world. (The stars
foretold it.)

... a patent was taken out in 1876 for a mustache
shield? Invented by Virgil A. Gates (1828-1908), the shield
was designed to be worn over the upper lip and mustache
to prevent that hairy lip from interfering with eating and
drinking. It resembled more than anything else a pair of
eyeglasses for the lip. (And it made the wearer look pretty
silly, too.)

... a Roman poet was able to prevent having his land
taxed? The great poet Vergil (born Publius Vergilius
Maro, 70 BC-19 BC), author of The Aeneid, is recorded as
having held a funeral for a fly. The funeral was complete
with pallbearers and a lengthy eulogy, but it was not held
for “artistic expression.” By burying a fly on the land
surrounding his private home, Vergil was able to turn his
home into a cemetery — which, at that time in Rome, was
tax-exempt. (Sticking it to the Man ... a time-honored
tradition.)

.. an Academy Award™ winning movie was almost
not made? In 1954, United Artists optioned the script for a
film by Paddy Chayefsky (1923-1981), about a middle-aged
butcher and a teacher who fall in love, called Marty. Cast
in the lead role was actor Ernest Borgnine (1917-2012), but
when Borgnine showed up for the first day of filming, he
discovered that the sets had not been built. The film was
not intended to be shot at all, he learned, because the studio
had optioned it as a tax write-off. The plan was to cancel
production and then attribute salaries, sets, costumes, and
other expenses to it as a failed project for tax reasons.
They learned rather quickly, however, that the tax write-
off wouldn’t work unless the film was actually produced,
and the movie went on to earn four Oscars — Best Actor
for Borgnine, Best Adapted Writing for Chayefsky, Best
Director for Delbert Mann (1920-2007), and Best Picture
for 1955. (Irony. Rather ironic, eh?)

... aMajor League Baseball modern-era record for runs
scored in a game was set in 2007? On August 22, 2007,
the Texas Rangers played the Baltimore Orioles at Camden
Yards in Baltimore. At first things were definitely going
the Orioles’ way, as they took a 3-0 lead into the fourth
inning. Texas grabbed the lead that inning, scoring five
runs. Then, in the sixth inning, the bottom fell out as far as
Baltimore was concerned. The Rangers scored nine runs
in the sixth, ten runs in the eighth, and another six in the
ninth to destroy Baltimore, 30-3. Texas recorded a team-
record 29 hits in the game as well. Additional trivia note:
To add insult to injury, the record-setting game was the first
half of a doubleheader. The Rangers won the nightcap as
well, 9-7. By the way, the all-time record for runs scored
in an MLB game was set in 1897, when the Chicago Colts
annihilated the Louisville Colonels by a score of 36-7 on
June 29. (A couple of real pitchers’ duels there, eh?)

... the saying, “Close but no cigar,” has a basis in fact?
In the early years of the 20th Century, carnivals offered
prizes for contests of skill such as shooting, and among the
prizes were cigars. If the person playing the game fell short
of the target, the barker running the game would shout out
the phrase. Over time, people began using the phrase to
refer to anything that was a near-miss. (Kind of like this
column sometimes; close, but no cigar. Good thing I don’t
smoke.)

.. rats are empathetic? Studies have shown that rats
will help a cage mate stuck in a trap, even if there is a
tempting pile of treats nearby. Rats who were studied were
seen to spend their time helping their trapped fellow, then
sharing the treats. (Not so dirty rats, wouldn’t you say?)

... Hawaii moves about four inches closer to Japan each
year? The reason, of course, is the motion of the Earth’s
tectonic plates. (So in maybe ten million years Hawaiians
will have to go through Japanese customs, or something.)

... Canada almost renamed their Northwest Territories?
In 1996, the nation considered changing the name of the
Northwest Territories and asked citizens for their input in
the matter. Many aboriginal names were considered, but
the name that came in second place overall was “Bob.”
Fortunately (or unfortunately, depending on your point
of view), the debate on changing the names was set aside
before “Bob” or any other name was put to an official vote.

Now ... you know!
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Visit a church of your choice every Sunday with your family.

« Camon Temple

First Born Church Of
The Living God, Inc.
Fasior: Mading Camon, Th.AM.
72 Davis Avenue-Lakeland
Tues, B Thurs | B PM
151 & 3nd Sundays 1AM

« Camp Creek Missionary
Baptist

Intersection Hwy 122

& Hwy 168

Clinch Coumty

» Evan’s Temple Holiness
Church

46 Davis Ava. - Lakeland
220-482-A040

« Everlasting House ol
Prayer Deliverance Center
in Temple of Love

806 E Davis Ave. - Lakaland
2240-482-9550

« First Baptist Church

15 Main Streelf - Lakeland
229-482-3401

Sunday Schoal co. BA5 AM
Sunday Moming Service . 1100 AM
Sunday Mighl Serves . ., . 800 PM
Wiad heght 700 P

» Gateway of Heaven
83 E Pealar Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-1156

« Greater Bethel A.M.E
130 8. Oak 51 - Lakeland
220-482-0414

+ Guthrie Baptist Church
Of of Hwy 168-Laxedand
229-300-004-3

« Kingdom Hall

of Jehovah's Witnhesses
67 5 Oak Street - Lakeland
204822020

* Knight Memagrial

Baplist Church

O Teeterville Hwy - Lakeland
220-482-2687

» Lakeland Church of Christ
G22 E. Main Streat-Laketand
20-482-2692

* Lakeland United Methodist
Church

B0 West Main 5t. - Lakeland
2E0-482-3574

» Lovejoy Community
Church

23 Lovejoy Rd - Lakeland
229-482-21649

Sunday Scnel | 1000 A
Sunday Morning Servica . 11:00 AM
Sunday MNight Senvice G100 PM
Wed. Mignt Bitle Sty . 7:00 PM
{Chican s Frograms avadebie o aF sene
on Bmos, Teans program doning Sunday
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* New Bryant Misslonary
Baptist

Fastar, Jasper B, [ranials

T3 5. Mill Street - Lakeland
220-482-2784

+ Mew Life Church
104 W Thigpean Ave
Lakeland, GA

« Mew Life Church of God of
Stockton

516 W. Highway 84

Stockton, GA 31649

Paslor: Dwaine Crummaey
(220) 242-7001

Sunaay Maming - 130 am
Chidren's Chueh - 1030 am
Sundiy Night - 530 p.m
Wednesday Night - 7 p.m

= New Life Ministries
14 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

- New Hopeweil Missionary
Baptist

124 W Main 5t + Lakeland
220-482- 33T

= Oiak Grove Freawill
Baptisi Church

Cak Grove Church Lana
Lakeland, GA - 912-420.4212

+ Dak Street Church of
Christ

Fasior: Bre, Josoph Ingram
Sunday Sehpal. - LY
Sunday Ml:-enrg Sorvog 11 D0 AN
Tugsday Bible Study .30 Ful

- Pearly Gates Apostolic
Church

1326 South Mill Sireeat
Lakeland, GA 31635

Bishop and Pastor Odie Cool

229-305-8550

Sunday Schook 10 am

Sumday Moming Seovice- 17 a.m
Widnesclay Bitde Study- 8:30 p.m

« Ray City Church of God
515 Main St - Ray City
228-455-0680

» Refuge Temple Seventh
Day Adventist

605 E Washington Ave.
Lakeland, GA
220-482-055(0)
220-563-5534

+ Shiloh £2 Baptist Church
70 Davis Streaf - Lakeland
2o0-292-5953

» Southside Baplist Church
326 5 Hwy 221 - Lakeland
229-482-2280

« 51, Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church

2530 Gamner Road - Ray City
£29-455-5554

« 51 Lewis Baptist Church
Route 1, Hwy 135
Lakeland, GA - 229-482-218R

» Stockton Baptist Church
262 Church R4,
Siockton, GA + 229-241-1119

* Unity United

Methadist Chureh

224 Unity Church Road
Lakeland, GA+ 223-482-3103
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like to submit a column, please contact Lanier County

News at 229-854-0186 today!
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