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Puppy's anxiety is
a real poo

DEAR PAW'S CORNER: 1 ad-
opted a puppy about two months
ago. "Spencer” seemed to house-
train just fine, but for the last cou-
ple of weeks, he has been pooping
on the bathroom rug. It's not di-
arrhea, just regular healthy poos.
He does it between walks -during
walks! What is going on?

- John D. in Burlington, Vermont

DEAR JOHN: Even though
Spencer seems healthy, take him
to the vet to rule out any underly-
ing health issues. In the days prior
to the vet appointment, get out a
notepad and write down his be-
haviors, what time he poops each
day, if he's doing a lot of barking
- anything. Bring that to the ap-
pointment; it might give the vet
additional insight.

Puppies go through phases
during their growth, and it's not
too unusual to see some regression
in housetraining periodically. For
example, when they're teething, or
as they enter their "teen" phase at
around 8 months or so, you may
see a change in behavior patterns
or "forgetting" commands you
know they've learned.

If there is no health issue to
worry about, focus on training. Go
back to basics and teach him how
to alert you when he needs to go
outside. Work on his basic com-
mands. Observe him closely when
you're at home to see whether his
behavior is changing.

You may need to adjust your
schedule as well. If he's an especial-
ly young puppy, his body is chang-
ing rapidly and he may need more
potty breaks than the training
guide says. Be prepared to make
those adjustments as you patiently
retrain him. And don't worry, he
will fully housetrain, as long as you
remain diligent.

NEED HELP QUITTING?

lllinois Tobacco Quitline

Ilinois Department of Public Health
1-866-QUIT-YESS
1-866-784-8937

WE ARE ONLINE

If you would like to subscribe to
the online edition, or the print
edition of the Lacon Home
Journal, simply log on to:
www.laconhomejournal.com
subscribe.

Looking For
Someone To
Do Some
Remodeling/
Handyman
Work?
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LOCAL BEEF

Whole ¢ Halves ¢ Quarters
Ribeye ¢ T-Bone ¢ Hamburger

Don’s Cell (309) 696-8634

Home Phone (309) 248-7355
Bill’s Cell (309) 696-0492
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S47-682-3354

"Doing it Right... One Job At A Time"™

IIIII» www.lesThePainter.com
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Mowing, Trimming, Edging ¢ Spring/Fall Cleanup

Bush/Hedge Trimming ¢ Storm Cleanup & More

BULLDOZING LLC

Ponds ® Waterways ® Dry Dams
Concrete Removal Parking Lots & Roadways
Terraces ® Timber Clearing
All Types of Dozer Scraper & Excavator Work

FREE ESTIMATES © FULLY INSURED

1530 Feazel Rd. Sr. Mobile (309) 238-3820
Lacon, IL 61540 Jr. Mobile (309) 238-3822

We Sell, Install and Service our Appliances

HitchenAid

Whirlpool
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Grasser's can help remodel
your outdated kitchen!
Call Heather today!

PLUMBING & HEATING INC
404 W.Main 5t., McMabb, IL * www.grassersplumbingheating.com

BALATI TN

Repair, Replace & Straighten Basement Walls
+ Septic Systems ¢ Sand, Gravel, Clay

*+ Concrete
* Footings
* Crawl Space

+ Site Preparation
+ Land Clearing

+ Roads

<+ Block or Poured Foundations

+ Water Lines
+ Demolitions
+ Farm Ponds

* Top Soil
* White Rock

Equipment For All Your Jobs ® Free Estimates

OFFICE 309-274-5092
Gerald 309-231-9973 ® Roger (309) 231-9974

www. kKimbleexcavating.com

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

UPHOLSTERY DESIGN

Antiques * Family Heirloom Pieces
(309) 404-1065 '

DIRECTV
YOUR GO-TO, GAME
TIME DESTINATION

FOR PRO

Add'l paid subscriptions beyond DI ;
game. Internet ¢

f qd to watch every pro football

Our exclusive Sports Central™ experience makes
it easy to access your football all in one place.

Internet-connected Gemini device required. Availability of games varies based on
programming package and blackout restrictions.

IVS Holdings

844.408.0937 P

Service subject to DIRECTV connect via internet terms and conditions. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.L.). Requires high speed
internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. See details.

you might not know
we have life, home,
auto and business
insurance. now you do.

simple human sense

ALPHA INSURANCE
SERVICES, INC.

Washburn: 309-248-7112
Toluca: 815-452-2290

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME + CAR » BUSINESS
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