
 The Clinch County News • Wednesday, January 28, 2026 • Page 3

Basketball brawl                                                                                          

Lawmakers telegraph priorities for student cellphone bans, tax cuts and education

(Continued from Page 1)
"During last night’s 

Atkinson County 
basketball game, an 
altercation occurred 
among spectators during 
halftime in the heat of the 
game. Swift and immediate 
action was taken by the 
Atkinson County Sheriff’s 
Office, Atkinson County 
School Resource Officers, 
and school staff. As a 

precautionary measure, 
the gymnasium was 
cleared of all spectators 
to ensure the safety of 
everyone in attendance, 
and the game was able 
to safely resume. At this 
time, there are no reported 
injuries.

"While we are proud 
of our passionate fan 
base and competitive 
spirit, Atkinson County 

Schools does not 
tolerate inappropriate 
or disruptive behavior 
from spectators or 
athletes. Actions that 
compromise the safety 
and integrity of our 
events will be addressed 
swiftly and seriously. 
Video footage from the 
event is currently being 
reviewed, and criminal 
charges may be pursued if 

warranted. Disciplinary 
action will also be taken 
in accordance with school 
system policies and 
athletic guidelines."

Monday, Clinch 
Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Lori James said, 
"We are working with 
Atkinson County during 
their investigation of the 
incident at Friday night's 
game. We have also 

independently reviewed 
video footage and will 
take any necessary 
action. We are committed 

to ensuring all school 
events are safe places for 
our students and for our 
community."

School board meeting                                                           
(Continued 

from  Page 1)
•Approved the school activity accounts for fiscal 

year 2026 quarter two.
•Approved two days of  vacation leave for Super-

intendent Dr. Lori James Friday, March 27 and Mon-

day, March 30.
•Approved the 2026 baseball schedule.
•Heard from Dr. James about board training 

on February 5 at 5 p.m., and that they will need to 
schedule additional training in the Spring.
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By Mark Niesse
Capitol Beat News Service

From school cellphone 
bans to tax cuts, some 
of this year’s most con-
sequential proposals for 
new Georgia laws have 
been in the works for 
months.

State legislators laid 
the groundwork last year 
for bills that will be con-
sidered during the Gen-
eral Assembly’s session 
that began this month. 
About 20 study commit-
tees held public meetings 
across Georgia to set 
an initial agenda of the 
state’s top issues.

Now that lawmak-
ers reviewed Gov. Brian 
Kemp’s budget proposals 
last week, bills will soon 
be lined up for debates 
and votes.

Both Republicans 
and Democrats support 
limiting student cell-
phone use in public high 
schools.

A Senate study com-
mittee recommended a 
“bell-to-bell" personal 
communication device 
ban in high schools, 
along with stronger pa-
rental consent laws, AI 
restrictions and limits on 
targeted advertising.

“We are putting this 
report forward knowing 
that the giant technolo-
gy companies don’t want 
this. The Senate will be 
going into battle togeth-
er to pass bipartisan leg-
islation,” said state Sen. 
Shawn Still, R-Suwanee. 
“There has to be a bal-
ance between profit and 
responsibility to protect 

our children.”
Lawmakers are also 

focused on lowering tax 
burdens on Georgians, 
highlighted by a Senate 
committee that sought 
to eliminate income tax-
es on the first $50,000 of 
income for individuals 
and $100,000 for couples 
starting in 2027.

“For the average fam-
ily, eliminating the in-
come tax is the equiva-
lent of a little more than 
a 5% raise. That’s real 
money that helps cover 
necessities today and 
creates a little breathing 
room tomorrow,” said 
state Sen. Blake Tillery, 
R-Vidalia.

Here’s a look at rec-
ommendations of several 
study committees:

Provide funding to 

college students based 
on financial need. The 
Senate Study Commit-
tee on Higher Educa-
tion Affordability said 
need-based financial aid 
is essential for students 
who meet the academic 
requirements to attend 
college but lack enough 
money to pay for it. 
Kemp subsequently pro-
posed $325 million for a 
scholarship program for 
students with limited 
means.

Upgrade 911 servic-
es to accommodate the 
rise of cellphones and 
decline of landlines. 
The House Study Com-
mittee on Funding for 
Next Generation 911 
recommended creating 
a statewide fee for 911 
services, replacing local 

fees, to help fund tech-
nology that would allow 
Georgians to contact 
emergency services us-
ing voice, text and data.

Make students ineli-
gible for sports if they 
miss too many days 
of school. The Senate 
Study Committee on 
Combatting Chronic Ab-
senteeism in Schools also 
proposed suspending 
driver's licenses of stu-
dents who were chroni-
cally absent, meaning 
they had missed at least 
10% of the school year. 
And the committee rec-
ommended less punitive 
interventions to help 
students, such as hear-
ing and vision screen-
ings.

Improve the process 
for biological fathers 

with limited financial 
resources to establish a 
legal relationship with 
their children. The 
House Study Committee 
on Affordability and Ac-
cessibility of Georgia’s 
Legitimation Process 
suggested several ways 
to improve the court sys-
tem by publishing stan-
dardized legitimized 
forms on court websites 
and clearing backlogs.

These proposals could 
be introduced as bills 
that would then be con-
sidered by the state 
House and Senate.

For a bill to become 
a law, it must be passed 
by both chambers by the 
end of this year’s leg-
islative session April 2 
and then approved by 
Kemp.
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• We've got fresh seafood!
• Best steaks in town!
• All of our 'specialties' - hogshead cheese, BBQ 
sauces, baked potato topper, pimento cheese
• No need to cook - we have it already prepared daily
• Call us about catering your event!
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MEATS & 
SEAFOOD

COME SEE US AT YOUR 
HOMETOWN BUTCHER SHOP


