By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

Legislation to strip
librarians of their crimi-
nal immunity from a law
that makes it illegal to
give "harmful” books
and other content to mi-
nors is moving quickly
through the Georgia
General Assembly, after
passing a House commit-
teein a partisan vote Fri-
day.

Conservatives and re-
ligious advocates have
been pushing for years
to revoke the librarian
exemption from a 1980s
obscenity law that makes

it a crime to knowingly
give a minor a visual,
written or recorded work
depicting sex or sexual-
ity in a way that offends
the T“prevailing stan-
dards” of a community.
The Senate legislation
that passed one of the
state House's judiciary
committees Friday would
subject librarians in pub-
lic libraries, schools and
colleges to prosecution
for violating that law.
Previously, Senate
Bill 74 sought to remove
the librarian shield en-
tirely. But amendments
added Friday would only
take it from librarians

who fail to comply with
their library or school
board decisions concern-

ing complaints about
books and other materi-
als.

"If the librarian fol-
lows what the govern-
ing board says, then
that's it, the end,” said
Rep. Soo Hong, R-Law-
renceville, who based her
amendment off word-
ing suggested by a West
Georgia library director
at a previous hearing.

The bill passed 6-5
along party lines, with
Democrats opposed.

Critics have long con-
tended that the move to
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strip librarians of their
legal protection is part
of a strategy to scrub
libraries of books about
sexuality and gender
orientation. SB 74 re-
lies on a section of state
law that includes sexual
conduct as content con-
sidered to be harmful to
minors. The law's defini-
tion of sexual conduct
includes "acts of mas-
turbation, homosexual-
ity, sexual intercourse

Rep. Shea Roberts, D-
Atlanta, argued that SB
74, in conjunction with
that existing definition,
would lead to the ban-

ning of books "where two
boys are holding hands.”

Rep. Rob Leverett, R-
Elberton, disagreed with
her interpretation. "It's
talking about sexual con-
tact, contact involving,
you know, our privates,”
he said.

Leverett also dis-
agreed with Rep. Es-
ther Panitch, D-Sandy
Springs, who predicted
that the bill, should it
become law, would ef-
fectively become a book
"ban” by encouraging

extreme caution among
library boards.

They would become
"censorship boards,” she

said.

"When the choice is
between keeping a chal-
lenged book on the shelf
or exposing your librar-
ies to prosecution, the
book will lose every
time,"” Panitch said, add-
ing that one arrest and
mugshot of a librarian
who defended a contro-
versial book would cause
every library in the state
to remove it.

Giving harmful ma-
terial to a minor is a
misdemeanor of "a high
and aggravated nature,”
punishable by up to 12
months in jail and a fine
of up to $5,000.
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Humility in Our Service

erving others in a humble capacity comes from the

recognition that its significance is not derived from

who witnesses our service, but instead, whom we
are serving. In this way, we should seek out the
performance of good deeds in private, and understand
that our service is a personal choice, and never a
contract with someone else. While we may sometimes
feel that our good acts go unnoticed, we can reinforce
our desires to do good for others in understanding our
service is measured not by the praise it brings to us, but
the good that it brings to others. Simply, we are asked to
serve others with the expectation that the single benefit
is the grace we receive from God, rather than the
attention we receive from others.

—James Stone
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