By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

The Republican-led
state Senate adopted an
historic income tax cut
plan Thursday that Demo-
crats decried as an elec-
tion year ploy that would
undermine the state bud-
get.

There was no official es-
timate of the cost of Sen-
ate Bill 476, which calls
for no income tax on the
first $50,000 in annual
earnings by an individual
and $100,000 for a mar-
ried couple.

The absence of an offi-
cial analysis of the impact
to the more than $40 bil-

lion budget led Democrats
to assert the plan would
cost $9 billion while Re-
publicans touted it as a
boon for working people.

“It would represent the
largest tax cut in state
history,” Lt. Gov. Burt
Jones, a Republican, said
after the measure passed
32-18, with all Republi-
cans in favor and nearly
all Democrats opposed.

Sen. Blake Tillery, R-
Vidalia, the lead co-spon-
sor of the legislation, said
it would help firefighters,
teachers, restaurant em-
ployees and middle-class
workers in general, ridi-
culing Democrats’ argu-
ments against it.

“The mental gymnas-
tics you have to jump
through to vote against
this bill are astounding,”
he said.

Democrats said the
wealthy would benefit
more, since the bill would
also reduce the base in-
come tax rate to 4.99%
from the current 5.19%.
They said it would result
in budget shortfalls in the
long run, forcing budget
cuts and sales tax increas-
es that would drive up
prices for groceries, child
care and other expenses
that are making life dif-
ficult for many Georgians.

They called the mea-
sure a trick to mislead
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voters.

Several Senate Repub-
licans are running for
higher office, including
Jones, who wants to suc-
ceed Brian Kemp in the
governor’s office, and Til-
lery, who hopes to follow
Jones as lieutenant gov-
ernor.

Sen. Kim Jackson, D-
Stone Mountain, called
the bill “a scam.” Sen.
Derek Mallow, D-Savan-
nah, said it was “robbing
Peter to pay Paul.”

Sen. Nikki Merritt,
D-Grayson, said it would
“devastate” the economy.
“It’s not a plan for work-
ing families,” she said.
“It’s a plan working fami-

lies will pay for.”

Kemp’s own budget
proposal would reduce the
income tax rate to 4.99%,
but it does not include
increases in the standard
deduction for income.

That led Sen. dJosh
McLaurin, D-Sandy
Springs, also running for
lieutenant governor, to
say SB 476 was a “sense-
less tax cut that Brian
Kemp’s going to veto on
sight ... this is election
year stuff.”

McLaurin said reduc-
ing the base rate to 4.99%
would cost $3 billion a
year while deducting the
first $50,000 thousand
in income per tax filer

(and $100,000 per couple)
would cost $6 billion.

Tillery had a much
lower estimate, less than
$3 billion for the pack-
age, which he said would
be balanced by cuts to tax
credits and exemptions
that collectively cost the
state treasury about $30
billion.

SB 476 would elimi-
nate them initially for
a variety of recipients,
including business head-
quarters, banks, medical
manufacturers, telecom-
munications  facilities,
boat repairers, crab fish-
ermen and for low- and ze-
ro-emission vehicles and
electric vehicle chargers.
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We love because he first loved us.
1 John 4:19 (NIV)

Love in Daily Living

n the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Christ

declares the commandments of love (for God and one’s

neighbor) as the greatest. As the month of February is
filled with feelings of love and sentimentality, it serves as a
good time for reflection upon what love truly means to us.
Particularly, we are called to love in emotion, but also
action. As Christ tells his followers of the aforementioned
greatest commandments, in Luke’s gospel, He follows this
declaration with the well-known Parable of the Good
Samaritan. In His teachings, Christ ensures to convey the
distinction in solely emotional love and active love. As we
reflect upon our feelings on the matter, perhaps a good
question we can ask ourselves is whether we feel that we
live out these teachings of active love in our relationships?
Are there areas where we can improve?
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ROUNDTREE
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

Homerville, Georgia
240 E. Dame Ave. (912) 487-5325

MAUSER

Packaging Solutions

1601 Valdosta Highway

Homerville, GA 31634
www.mauserpackaging.com

—James Stone
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N0 encourage all of us to attend worship services.__
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

LIGHTHOUSE ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH OF CHRIST
Rev. Donald Stalvey, Pastor HOMERVILLE CHURCH OF ST. PAUL AM.E. CHURCH
CHRIST Rev.Thelma E. Milner

Worship Services Every 1st &

BAPTIST
3rd Sundays, 11 a.m.

ANTIOCH BAPTIST CHURCH

Andrew Nelson, Evangelist
Fargo Hwy. 487-1860

Pastor: Rev. Morris Jones CHURCH OF GOD HOLINESS
Forest Ave. 487-2542 PLACE OF BLESSINGS SAVED, DELIVERED & SET FREE
CHURCH OF GOD HOLINESS CHURCH
ARABIA PRIMITIVE BAPTIST Pastor Samuel David Inman 258 Brooks Road, Dupont
Elder Robert Skinner, Pastor Argyle 487-0051 Pastors: Jessie & James Brooks

BETHEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST  FARGO CHURCHOF GOD  MT. ZION HOLINESS CHURCH
Rev. Jimmy Futch, Pastor Rev. Raymond Gabbard, Pastor Elder Stiner Jones

TitlCl

Short on Cash?

Then Come See Us For Your Title Pawn Needs!

(912) 487-LOAN or (912) 487-5626
Valdosta Hwy ® Homerville

Come See Po 1
HOMERVILLE
FEED & SEED

Highway 441 North
Homerville

487-2452

i oo Hwy. 94 Fargo 637-5347 Rt. 1, Box 45 - Gamble St.
CAMP CREEK MISSIONARY Fargo, Ga. * 912-637-5258
AUTOMOTIVE BAPTIST NEW VISION CHURCH OF GOD

THE AVRIETT HOUSE
LORAL &
Phone (912) 487-5318 - Fax (912) 487-5475
35 Peagler Street - PO Box 517
Homerville, GA 31634

GIF T SHOPPE

: Pastor - Deran Hardeman Rev. Jerry Baldree, Pastor HIGHER HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
272 Wiregrass St. Owner & Operatror 300 N. Dickerson St 487-2213 | p1 | OWSHID CHURCH
Homerville, GA 31634 Curtis Bennett | ~ CORNERSTONE BAPTIST Hwy. 94 West, Fargo
Co CHURCH PRAYER GARDEN CHURCH Andy Jordan, Pastor
Ph: (912) 487-3065 Ronnie Gilliard | Rev. Austin Deloach, Pastor OF GOD IN CHRIST .
Valdosta:iﬂghway Elder Alonzc:.lilllller, Pastor SUNSET HOLINESS CHURCH
DUPONT BAPTIST CHURCH  THE CHURCH OF GOD OF  CH1ing Road. Homenvile » 12-487-3067
insurance the right way. Rev. Edwin ?i?umn, Pastor BobbyP’\I/?lL(j)SFE;Ilr-(l)l\El(eiYPastor HOUSE OF FAITH HOLINESS

the human way.

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

Lutz, Brown, Peagler & Manley
INSURANCE AGENCY

28 E. Dame Avenue « Homerville
Call usat 912-487-5411

LEE

LEECONTAINER

Our Containers. Your Success.

Sunday Worship Services
10a.m. Sunday School
11a.m. Morning Worship
6 p.m. Evening Worship
Wednesday Worship Services

AMFIpsT

BAPTIST Churct

& | 505S. Church Street
N Homerville, GA 31634
LR (912) 487-5532
www.fhchomerville.org

5:30-6:15p.m.  Children's Choirs

Pastor Paul Fulton ' Prayer Meeting
Associate Pastor ~ 6:15p.m. Amplify Kids
Rob HObby Ministry
Youth Director 7:15p.m. Ignite';til:ii:rlt
Stephanie Herlocker y
p Adult Choir

\We welcome you to join usin worship!

Heritage
Builders Supply
& Home Center

224 S. Church Street. Homerville
(912) 487-5231

Pastor: Angela Dorsey

206 Court St. « Homerville . .
v ! 155 Wiregrass St. « Homerville

EDITH BAPTIST CHURCH

Fargo 637-5228 oo
(2 HARVEST TIME CHURCH OF
ELIZABETH MISSIONARY GOD OTHER
BAPTIST CHURCH 4066 Pearson Highway, SHILOH FELLOWSHIP
James D. Sykes, Jr., Pastor Homerville - CHURCH
Church St. 487-3604 Ben Johnston, Pastor Shiloh Rd. 487-3376
oo harvesttimecog2010@gmail.com oo
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH " DUPONT FULL GOSPEL MISSION

CAMP BRANCH CHURCH Pastor: Rev. David Williford
OF GOD OF PROPHECY oo

Pastor - Rev. Paul Fulton
S. Church Street, Homerville

487-5532 Rev. Ricky Knox, Pastor FAITH MISSION
DELIVERANCE CENTER
FIRST MISSIONARY BAPTIST ~ THE MOUNT GREEN CHURCH 175 Faith Mission Circle, Homerville
LEARNING CENTER OF GOD OF PROPHECY

FARGO EVANGELISTIC
CHURCH
Pastor Virgil Melton, Jr.

Manor/Millwood, GA.
Pastor: Rev. Marty Lawson

200 Brown Street, Homerville
Patricia Walker-Pastor

HOMERVILLE FREE WILL EMANUEL CHURCH OF GOD IN Park St., Fargo
BAPTIST CHURCH CHRIST o0
Rev. Nick Johnson, Pastor ~ Pastoral Sundays Every 2nd & ~ UNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH
855 Pearson Hwy. 487-5336 4th Sunday 100 Frank Sessoms Highway
oo Elder Willie F. Calhoun, Sr., Pastor Pastor Nancy Morgan
LANG COUNTRY CHURCH ooe ooe
Rev. Clyde Purvis, Pastor GOSPEL TABERNACLE LIGHTHOUSE CHRISTIAN
e CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST HARVEST MINISTRY

GREATER MORNING STAR 59 Viriginia Ave. » 487-3440 Bishop Eddie James Cooper

MISSIONARY BAPTIST Elder Williams, Pastor 82 Happyville Lane ¢ 487-3095
CHURCH o0
Rev. Randall McCrae, Pastor METHODIST LOVE GOD MINISTRIES
201 Reddick St. 487-3318 BROWN'S CHAPEL AME 6 South Church Street
Pastor - Rev. James Alexander  Pastor Patricia Walker « 912-816-5607
PROSPECT PRIMITIVE 487-2659 o
BAPTIST oee NEW GENERATION EVANGELISTIC
Elder Randy Strickland, Pastor HOMERVILLE MINISTRIES
oo CONGREGATIONAL Elder Lecedric Oliver
ST. MARK BAPTIST CHURCH METHODIST 4066 Pearson Hwy.  501-0330
Rev. Charles Dave, Pastor CHURCH o
ST. PAUL MISSIONARY WORSHIP CENTER
HOMERVILLE UNITED :
BAPTIST METHODIST CHURCH Pastor Jimmy Andrews Sr.

Jaylon Thomas, Pastor
610 Reddick St. 487-3311

85 West Forrest Avenue, Homerville

Rev. Ramon Hernandez, Pastor
202 S. Church Street

FIRST HOMERVILLE
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH 487-5534/487-2171 DELIVERANCE CHURCH
David Johnson Pastor Pastor Gertrude Sanford
NEW PINE GROVE -
CONGREGATIONAL 596 West Forrest Avenue, Homerville
METHODIST

Pastor, W.G. Smith

Let's Keep Your

Labels Local
Call Laura today at
912-487-5337
and let's get started!
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Dairy Queen

342 S. Church Street « Homerville

912-487-2616

Monday-Saturday
Grillz Chill.

10:30 a.m.-10 p.m
Sunday
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fruitland Church of God
"Center of the Universe”

Wed love for you to worship with us!
Sundusy Worship
10a.m. - Sunday School

11a.m. - Morning Worship
6 p.m. - Evening Worship

' Wednesday Worshi
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Come once and you're a guest, Come twice and you're family!
3893 Hwy 187 « Dupont, GA 31630

Farmers and

Merchants Bank

Trusted Relationships and Service Since 1907

978 Valdosta Highway | Homerville
(912) 487-1200

www.fmb.net | Member FDIC




