By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

Taxpayers, rural driv-
ers and the mentally ill
were among the winners
in the mid-year budget ad-
opted by the Georgia Sen-
ate on Friday.

Financially distressed
college students and metro
Atlanta drivers were not
exactly the losers, but they
would get less than initial-
ly proposed in the Senate's
version of the $42.3 billion
amended budget for the
fiscal year through June.

The state House start-
ed the budget based on a
blueprint from Gov. Brian

Kemp. On Friday, it was
the Senate’s turn to make
some edits.

Both the House and
Senate kept Kemp's $1.2
billion rebate to taxpayers
that would break down to
$250 per single filer, $375
for heads of household and
$500 for couples filing
jointly.

But the House added
more gravy with an $850
million property tax grant
for homeowners, and the
Senateliked that lineitem.

Several senators are
running for higher office,
and voters tend to appreci-
ate tax breaks, especially
in an election year when

affordability is key.

The property tax rebate
would work out to about
$500 per homeowner in
urban areas and $300
in rural areas, said Sen.
Blake Tillery, R-Vidalia.

"We are laser focused
on affordability,” said Til-
lery, who is running for
lieutenant governor and,
as chairman of the Senate
Appropriations Commit-
tee, helped craft the Sen-
ate's budget.

What the Senate gives,
the Senate can take away.
Under its proposal, state
employees would get a
smaller bonus than Kemp
wanted. He had put a
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$2,000 one-time pay sup-
plement in the budget at
a cost of over $600 mil-
lion, but the Senate saved
a couple hundred million
by knocking the payment
down to $1,250.

The Senate also knee-
capped a new program
for college students that
Kemp had touted. Geor-
gia is still on a path to
give taxpayer dollars to
a need-based scholar-
ship fund called Georgia
DREAMS.

But instead of the $325
million endowment allot-
ted by Kemp, the Senate
kept only $100 million.

The Senate also slashed

Kemp's idea for a $50 mil-
lion grant to communities
to address homelessness,
trimming it to $10 mil-
lion.

Senators needed the
money for other priori-
ties. They shifted $15 mil-
lion to the Department
of Veterans Service and
put a whopping $409 mil-
lion toward construction
of a regional hospital for
the mentally ill who often
wind up housed in local
jails by default.

The House had intro-
duced money into the bud-
get for the same project,
but it was only $27 million
to get it started.

Lt. Gov. Burt Jones, a
Republican running for
governor, said all could
agree that mental health
services in Georgia were
lacking.

"This is not a partisan
issue,” he said. Judging by
the 49-1 vote to pass the
budget, or House Bill 973,
he was right.

The Senate made sev-
eral changes Kemp might
appreciate. The governor
had proposed $88 million
for an aerospace building
at Georgia Tech, but the
House had pared that
back to $15 million. The
Senate's budget restored
the funding.
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‘ ‘ For we are God's handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do so. , ,

Ephesians 2:10 (N1IV)

Filling the Gap
During Lent

s the Lenten season begins and we grow closer to the

celebration of Christ’s Resurrection, there are numerous

points for spiritual reflection to consider. Importantly,
how can we prepare ourselves for this celebration? As the
season is often characterized by personal sacrifice, in some
form, we can also consider how to fill the “gap” this may
create. Some things we can do during the season, then, are
create new routines, perhaps relating to prayer or regular acts
of kindness. Through this consideration of our service and
prayer leading up to the celebration of Easter, we can foster a
deeper spiritual connection to God through the holiday.
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