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Covering Kickoff to the Final Out in Clinch County Athletics

Panthers reach 'Elite 8'

Beat Marion, Screven to advance to state quarterfinals

By Len Robbins
Publisher

The Clinch County Pan-
thers have reached the
"Elite 8."

Terrence George's Pan-
thers defeated Screven
County in the second
round at home Saturday,
66-53, to punch their
ticket to the quarterfi-
nals, where they will face
Wheeler County (21-4,
1st seed from Region 4-A)
Wednesday in Alamo.

To reach the second
round, the Panthers
ripped Marion County at
home Wednesday, 80-29,
allowing nine points in
the second half.

whose Panthers are now
26-3 and ranked 4th in
Class A, Division II. "We
played pretty good de-
fense in the second half
both nights.™

Against Screven Sat-
urday at the CCHS gym-
nasium, the Gamecocks
came out hot, leading 17-
13 after one quarter. But
the Panthers battled back
late in the second period,
going on a 7-0 run at the
end of the quarter to take
a27-25lead into intermis-
sion.

That's when the Pan-
thers loosened up offen-
sively and tightened up
defensively, outscoring
Screven 22-13 in the third

sides of the ball, scoring
24 points to lead the Pan-
thers, while Jakyri Posley
added 20. Other CCHS
scorers Saturday were:
Kamarion Johnson-14,
Kyiis Mingo-4, Fred Cau-
sey-2, and Shane Burns-2.

Wednesday at home
against Marion in the
playoff opener, it was
a similar template, but
more severe. Marion
trailed by just two, 13-11,
after one quarter. Clinch
opened up that lead to 29-
20 at halftime.

After that, it was all
Panthers, as they led 55-
28 going into the fourth
quarter, then outscored
Marion 25-1 in the fourth

24, 20, and 18 points of-
fensively. Other Panthers
scoring Wednesday were:
Burns-11, Causey-3, AdJ
Barr-2, and Jarvis Hen-
derson-2.

Tipff is scheduled for
6 p.m. at Wheeler County
High School in Alamo (88-
mile trip one way from
Homerville). Wheeler
County is the Region 4-A
champion, and are 21-4
coming into the game.
They defeated Early
County 60-56 in the sec-
ond round to advance, and
topped Trion in the first
round 59-51. The winner
will advance to the Final
4 at Fort Valley State on
Friday at 3 p.m., playing

In both of our playoff quarter, and eventually quarter. the winner of Bowdon
games so far, we started winning by 13. Posley, Miller and (ranked 7th) and Chatta-
out tight, and then set- Traviian Miller had an Johnson led the Pan- hoochee County (ranked
tled down,” said George, excellent game on both thers offensively, with 1st).

Ealy Co 6 2025-2026 GHSA Class A Division |l Boys State Basketball Championship 2 BrooksCo
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Early Co 56 36 Taylor Co
Towns Co 63 55 Taylor Co
Region8- Team2 H Wheeler County Portal H Region 6 - Team 2
Trion 51 H H 44 Twiggs Co
Region 7 - Team 4 Region 5 - Team 4
Wheeler County 60| 62 Portal

H
Wheeler County 59| 67 Portal
Region4 - Team1 H H Region3- Team 1
Johnson Co 70 H H 54 Hawkinsville
Region 5 - Team 3 Region 4 - Team 3
Screven Co 53 46 Elite Sch Acad
Screven Co 90) 66 Elite Sch Acad
Region3- Team2 H Clinch Co Mitchell Co H Region 7 - Team 2
Marion Co 29 55 Greene Co
Region 6 - Team 4 Region 8 - Team 4
Clinch Co 66| Fort Valley State University 63 Mitchell Co
H March 6 - 3:00 PM H
Clinch Co 80 H 56 Mitchell Co
Region2- Team1 H H Region1- Team1
Feb 25 Feb 28 Mar 4 Mar 6 Mar 12 Mar 6 Mar 4 Feb 28 Feb 25
Warren Co 47 49 Macon Co
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) March 6 - 7:00 PM H
Seminole Co 46| 52 Turner Co
Region1- Team2 H Bowdon Macon Coliseum Tumer Co H Region2- Team2
H March 12 - 3:00 PM
Treutlen 59 66 Savannah
Region 4 - Team 4 Region 3 - Team 4
Bowdon 83 56 Savannah
H
Bowdon 74 64 Hancock Cent
Region7- Team1 H H Region5- Team 1
Metter 76 53 Manchester
Region 3 - Team 3 Region 7 - Team 3
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Wilkinson Co 50 61 Wilcox County
Region5- Team2 H Chatt Co Wash-Wilkes H Region4- Team 2
) H
Atkinson Co 53 - 51  Randolph-Clay
Region 2 - Team 4 Champion Region 1- Team 4
Chatt Co 76) 65 Wash-Wilkes
H H
Chatt Co 74 Runner-Up 62 Wash-Wilkes

Region6- Team1 H
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In the first three rounds, the higher seeded team will host. In the Quarterfinals, if both teams are the same seed, a "universal" GHSA coin flip will determine the host school. In the Semifinal and Final rounds, when playing at a
neutral site, the team on the TOP of the bracket will be designated as the home team and will wear white jerseys.

Diamond Panthers get big region win over Irwin

By Len Robbins
Publisher

The Clinch County
Panthers got a big region
victory at home Thurs-
day — edging Irwin Coun-
ty, 12-11.

In their other games
last week, Lee Douglas’
Panthers (now 6-2 on
young season) blasted
Echols County on the
road Tuesday, 13-2, and
were edged by Class AA's
Berrien at home Satur-
day, 4-3.

In Thursday's game
against Irwin, Clinch
jumped on the Indians
early, up 6-2 after two
innings. But the visi-
tors battled back, taking
a 10-7 lead in the top of
the fifth. But the Pan-
thers scored three in the
bottom of that inning to
knot the game at 10-10.
Clinch then got two runs
in the top of the sixth,
holding Irwin to just one
run in the top of the sev-
enth to secure the win.

The Panthers had
eight hits in the game,
and were walked 10
times by the Indians.
Sage Delk, Dane Brown,
and Remington Wheeler
all had two hits for the
game, with Brown hav-
ing a double and 4 RBIs.
Jake King and Hunter
Henderson also had hits
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Clinch's Winston Fortner slides into second base against Berrien Saturday at
Cecil Barber Field — Photo by Joy Sumner Photography.

for the Panthers.

On the hill, Tate Den-
mark started, going 3
1/3 innings, striking our
four and allowing five
hits. He was relieved by
Joshua Delk for an in-
ning, and Henderson
closed out the final 2 2/3
innings, allowing just
two hits and striking out
three.

Tuesday at Echols
County, Clinch led just
4-1 before erupting for a
nine-run fifth inning.

Brown again had the
hot bat, going 3-for-
3 with a homer and
double. Denmark and
Wheeler had two hits

apiece, while Weston
Bennett (double) and
Henderson also had hits.
Wheeler went the dis-
tance (five innings) on
the mound, getting the
win. He struck out eight
and scattered six hits.
The runs weren't
as plentiful Satuday
against Berrien. Clinch
got down 4-1 after three
innings, and managed
single runs in the fifth
and sixth innings, but
couldn't catch the Reb-
els. Bennett started on
the mound for Clinch,
going two innings. He
was relieved by King,
who gave up no runs over

the final five innings.

Clinch had nine hits,
and left 15 on base. Den-
mark hit homer and went
2-for-3. Wheeler, Rayce
Godfrey and Brown all
had two hits, while King
also had a single.

This week, the Dia-
mond Panthers will be
busy, going to Lanier
County Tuesday, then
visiting Turner County
Thursday, and Atkin-
son County Friday. All
of those are set for 6
p.m. starts. The follow-
ing Tuesday (March 10),
Clinch will come home to
host Brooks County, also
at 6 p.m.

This page is brought to our readers by the following
sponsors. Be sure to thank them for their support of
sports and recreation in Clinch County.

we support your team.
because well, it’s our team too.

Lutz, Brown, Peagler & Manley
INSURANCE AGENCY

28 E. Dame Avenue * Homerville
Call us at 912-487-5411

Auto-Ownrers
INSURANCE

Go Panthers!

Proud Supporters of Clinch County High

LEE

LEECONTAINER

Our Containers. Your Success.

CENTER

We offer personal training and
tanning
Call Larry at (912) 387-9092

The Subway Basketbal
Payer of theWeek is
sophomore Traviian Miller.
In two playoff =
games last
week, Traviian
had 20 points
vS. Marion,
and 24 points
VS. Screven,
aong with
some key blocks, seds, and

rebounds.

Congrats Traviian,
from your friends at

M

23 West Dame Avenue in Homer ville '
912-487-3894

CLINCH MEMORIAL

HOSPITAL PHARMACY
PLAYER OF THE WEEK
The Clinch
Memorial Hospital
Pharmacy Baseball
Player of the Week
is Dane Brown. In
three games last
week, Dane went
7Hor-10 at the
plate, with two
doubles, a homer,

Dane Brown

R

Clinch Memorial Hospital
and 7RBS.  pHARMACY
Curbside Pickup
Quick Refills

Congratulations! 0124702359




