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Good Luck to the

These pages are brought to our read-
ers by the following sponsors. Be sure
to thank them for supporting athletics
in Clinch County.

CLINCH COUNTY

1 Traviian Miller G 10
2 Kamarion Johnson G 1
3 Alvin Barr F 10
4 Kareem Reeves G 9
5  Kyiis Mingo F 11
10 Demarco Simon G 10
11 Jakyri Posely F 11
12 Fred Cause F 12
14 Jeremiah \'\%‘Iite G 10
15 Shane Burns F 1
20 Tykeem Carter F 9
21 Jarvis Henderson G 10
23 Jernon Gaines F 9
ACH
Terrence George
PORTAL
2 Zeke Percell PG/SG 10
3 David Thomas SG/PG 11
4 Kobe Burroughs G/F 12
5 Kayden Busby SG/PG 9
10 Brian McQueen SG/PG 12
11 CJHarden PG/G 10
12 O’ Mod Thomas PG/G 9
14 Ben Sobaje SG/G 10
15 Joshua Coleman PF 1
20 Jamele Williams SG 1
21 KJ Hunter PF/FE T
22 Rasheen Jackson G/SF 1
25 Blake Shipmon F/PF 11
30 Trayvon Hatcher C 10
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State Championship Preview: Portal,
Clinch Panthers have a lot in common

Class A, Division Il

By Len Robbins
Publisher

The Portal and Clinch
County basketball teams
have more in common that
just their mascots.

Neither school has been
in the state finals in quite
some time. Clinch County
last played in a state title
hoops game in 1989, 37
years ago. Portal’s absence
from the finals goes back
even further — to 1957, 69
years ago. Despite being
a basketball power for the
last decade, Portal has nev-
er won a state title in boys
basketball. The Panthers
won state titles in 1987 and
1989.

Both Panthers were re-
gion champs this season,
with Portal winning Region
3, and the Clinch boys cap-
turing the Region 2 crown.
Portal is 26-5 this season,
with the losses coming to
Screven County, Savan-
nah, Bryan County, Swains-
boro and McIntosh County
Academy. Clinch (28-3) has
losses this season to Coffee,
and twice to Turner County,
who they beat in the region
title game.

Clinch's tallest starter
(Traviian Miller) is 6-2, and
Portal also isn't particular
big along the frontcourt.
Their leading scorer is 6-3
junior David Thomas. Oth-
er starters include 6-1 ju-
nior forward K.J. Hunter,
5-8 sophomore guard Zeke
Percell, 6-2 junior forward
Joshua Coleman, and 5-11
senior guard Brian Mec-
Queen. Clinch counters with

State Championship

Portal (26-5) vs. Clinch County (28-3)

Thursday, March 12, 3 p.m.
Macon Centreplex - 200 Coliseum Drive,
Macon, Ga. 31217
No re-entry policy; dear bag require-

ments; no posters or signs allowed; Tickets only
available from GoFan website or app
There will be four games at the coli-

seum Thursday:

1 p.m. - Class A, DIl girls championship

3 p.m. - Class A, DIl boys championship
4:45 p.m. - Girls' Three-point contest

5:30 p.m. - Class AAAA girls championship
7:30 p.m. - Class AAAA boys championship

a similar-sized lineup of 6-2
sophomore guard Miller,
6-0 junior guard-forward
Kamarion Johnson, 6-1 ju-
nior guard-forward Jakyri
Posley, 6-1 forward Shane
Burns, and 5-11 forward
Kyiis Mingo.

"They have one player,
#3 (Thomas), who's going
to be challenge,” said CCHS
head basketball coach Ter-
rence George of scouting
Portal. "We'll see if we can
challenge him. They have
two big guys down low that
aren't that tall, but big.
Number 15 (Coleman) is a
good post player. They're

going to be a tough oppo-
nent.”

Both teams are led by
successful veterans. Por-
tal coach Jeff Brennan has
led his Panthers for 34
years. This is his first ap-
pearance in the finals, as it
is for George. George is in
his 11th season leading the
Panthers, helming Clinch
to the semifinals in 2017.
Prior to that, he coached
the CCHS girls. George's
coaching staff includes Da-
vid Carroll and James Ed-
wards.

"We're really looking
forward to it,” George said

of playing in the state cham-
pionship Thursday. "We've
had alot of support and con-
gratulations on getting this
far, but we're not done yet.
We have one more step, and
we've going to have to play
our best and stay focused to
get it done.”

Tipoff is set for 3 p.m.
Thursday at the Macon Col-
iseum. Tickets are available
only on the GoFan website
or app. The game will be
broadcast live on Georgia
Public Broadcasting as well
as streamed at GPB.org/
sports and the NFHS Net-
work.
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