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THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Trust your insurance  
to a company built on  

these same values. 

Your livelihood has  
been built through  
hard work and integrity.

28 E. Dame Avenue • Homerville
Call us at 912-487-5411

Lutz, Brown, 

Peagler & Manley

 

Homerville Feed and Seed
Visit us for all your

 Farm, Garden or Yard needs. 
Feed, Seed, Fertilizer, Chemicals and much more…

We now have American Flags!
912-487-2452

Hwy 441 North • 1181 Pearson Hwy. 

 

Suwanokee Outfitters

Located inside

Heritage Builders Supply
223 South Church Street • 912-487-5231

Hunting and Fishing License, 
Clothing, Tackle, Bait, Ammunition 

and much more…

Announcing a new 
freshwater fish state 
record is a great way 
to kick off the begin-
ning of March! Georgia 
has a new state record 
longnose gar, caught by 
angler Silas Turner of 
Hawkinsville, Ga. His 
catch, caught on March 
5, 2026 on Lake Black-
shear near Cordele, 
weighed 31 lb, 14 oz, 
and replaces the 2022 
record (31 lb, 2 oz), ac-
cording to the Georgia 
Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ Wild-
life Resources Division 
(WRD).

 “Congrats to Silas! 
It has been almost a 
year since Georgia has 
been able to announce 
a new freshwater fish 
state record and we are 
thrilled to congratulate 
Mr. Turner on this huge 
longnose gar catch,” 
said Scott Robinson, 
Chief of Fisheries for 
the Wildlife Resourc-
es Division. “We hope 
that this catch inspires 
anglers across the state 
to get outdoors and Go 
Fish Georgia, because 
you never know when 
that next state record 
might be on the end of 
your line!”

Let’s hear about 
the fishing trip! Af-
ter a morning of guid-
ing fishing trips, Silas 
Turner was headed out 
to check out some more 
fish for upcoming ex-
cursions when he spot-
ted what he thought was 
a bass. He picked up a 
bass plug and threw out 
a cast, and much to his 
surprise the fish that 
took the lure turned 
out to be a huge gar! 
Silas fought with it for 
about 15 minutes be-

fore landing it. Know-
ing he had a big catch, 
he took it immediately 
to get weighed and then 
headed to the Cordele 
Fish Hatchery to have 
the catch verified and 
weighed on an official 
certified scale. Silas 
has been fishing for 
about 23 of his 28 years 
and primarily targets 
crappie and bass, often 
participating in tour-
naments throughout 
the year. He is looking 
forward to having the 
gar mounted so he can 
tell the story for years 
to come!

 Longnose gar (Lepi-
sosteus osseus) are 

members of the gar 
family and are consid-
ered relics from a large 
group of primitive fish-
es.  Longnose gar have 
an elongated body, are 
greenish black on top 
and yellow toward the 
belly.  They have black 
spots along their sides 
and fins.  A long, narrow 
snout contains many 
sharp needle-like teeth.  
They prefer weedy areas 
of deep or shallow lakes 
and streams.  Gar feed 
primarily on other fish. 

 Georgia anglers sup-
port fisheries conserva-
tion! Did you know that 
your license purchase 
allows Georgia WRD to 

continue to do important 
research, maintain and 
operate public fishing ar-
eas and more? Purchase a 
Georgia license at goout-
doorsgeorgia.com.

 For fishing tips and 
information, be sure to 
check out the Angler 
Resources page at Geor-
giaWildlife.com/fishing/
angler-resources.

 Information about 
state-record fish, includ-
ing an application and 
rules, can be found at 
GeorgiaWildlife.com/
fishing/recordprogram/
rules or in the current 
Hunting and Fishing 
Regulations Guide-
book.

New state record longnose gar 
caught on Lake Blackshear
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Okefenokee Country Club

Friday
May 8, 2026
Start Time 11:30 am

John E. Hughes Memorial

      • Four-person scramble
       • $400 per team
      • $10 Mulligans per person
      • Prizes for lowest net, gross,
         closest to pin, longest drive
      • Includes meal
      • $100 hole sponsor

Register a Team or Become a Sponsor Today!
Len Robbins – 912-218-2255
Brent James – 912-520-0753

Or contact any 
Clinch County Lions Club member.

Clinch County Lions Club

Silas Turner with his new state record longnose gar.


