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Congratulations

Second-half domination keys

CLINCH COUNTY
PANTHERS .
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STATE CHAMPIONS

12/15 @ Scintilla Charter W/ 85-36
12/16 s Berrien W60-31
12/18 vs Echols County W 88-39
12/19 @ Mitchell County W 55-47
12/20 @ Bertlen W 68-47
112 vslwinCounty W 91-54
113 s Atkinson County - W 48 - 46
1/5 @Brmetley County W 53-48
1/6 @ Coffee 51-69
1/9 vsBrooks County W 60-30
1110 @ Chartton County W 55-53
L 46-63
1/16 @ Lanier County W 89-51
1/20 @ Irwin County ~ W 72-44
1/23 @ Atkinson County W/ 46-45
1724 vs Coffee W61-47
1136 @ Pierce County W 56-54
1127 @ Brooks County W 54-52
1/30 vs Cetvillan County W 66+ 53
219 vs cintilla Charter W 85-58
2/1 @Perrce County W 86-29
2/20 @ Ftunon County W 66-69
2/18 vs Ererven County W 62-53 LA

2/5 @ Wheeler County W 60-49 EHFA}

316 vs ChtteRoohhee Coun) W 53 -44 “13'“'5“’"’,.! /

3112 @ Portal s s W 63-43 \ .

2026 STATE CHAMPIONS

1/13 @ Tumer County

2026 SEASON RECORD: 29 - 3
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CONGRATS ™~
on the STATE
TITLENN
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Russ Goodman,

STATE SENATE

GREAT JOB
Panthers!

Obly Lovel <[> Roll RED Rell

Downtown Homerville ¢ (912) 487-5859

Free Gift Wrapping

CLINCH MEMORIAL

HOSPITAL PHARMACY
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

The Clinch
Memorial Hospital
Pharmacy
Basketball Player of
the Year is
sophomore
Traviian Miller.
Traviian had 25 |
points and 12 Traviian Miller
rebounds in the
championship @
game, and s Clinch Memorial Hospital
named the game's  pHARMACY
MVP. Curbside Pickup
' uick Refills
Congratulations Ca11(9L12. P

Clinch's

By Len Robbins
Publisher

For the first time in near-
ly four decades, the Clinch
County Panthers are bas-
ketball state champions.

Thursday in Macon, Ter-
rence George's team sound-
ly defeated Portal in the
Class A, Division II state
title game, 63-43, claiming
the school’s first boys state
hoops title since 1989.

"They (Portal) were av-
eraging over 60 points a
game, and we did a good job
defensively of limiting their
effectiveness,” said George,
whose team finished the
season with a record of 29-3
— the most wins in a season
in school history. "And then
on offense, we attacked,
were aggressive going to
the basket. That put us on
the free throw line, and got
some of their guys into foul
trouble. Our guys just did a
great job of implementing
our game plan.”

Sophomore Travi-
ian Miller was named the
game's MVP, pouring in 25
points, including a dunk
exclamation point to end
the game, and grabbing 12
rebounds. Junior Jakyri
Posley had 15 points and 7
rebounds, while Kamarion
Johnson had 10. Other Pan-
ther scoring in the champi-
onship match were: Shane
Burns-5, Fred Causey-4,
and Kyiis Mingo-4.

Clinch jumped out to an
8-4 lead early before Portal
— also the Panthers — went
on a run to take a 9-8 lead.
At the end of the first peri-
od, the score was tied 12-12.

The two Panthers traded
the lead back and forth un-
til Clinch took a 25-24 lead
on a three-point play by
Miller with 1:49 left in the
second quarter. Then, sec-
onds before the first half
expired, Miller hit a wide-
open three-pointer from the
corner to give Clinch a 28-
24 halftime advantage.
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Clinch's Kamarion Johnson dribbles up court, f lanked by Kyiis Mingo (5) and Jakyri
Posley (11) — Photo by Joy Sumner Photography.

Portal  would
threaten again, as the Re-
gion 2-A Panthers dominat-
ed the second half. Clinch
outscored Portal 16-6 in the
third quarter, up 44-30 go-
ing into the fourth. Early
in the third, Portal cut the
Clinch lead to 10, 44-34,
but the Red Panthers an-
swered and led by as much
as 20 midway through the
final period, with Miller's
slam ending the game with
a 20-point difference.

The Panthers had free
throw issues early in the
game, but finished 13-o0f-21
(62 percent) for the game.
They also had an advantage
on the boards — 33-t0-28. In
the second half, Clinch had
22 rebounds to Portal's 13,
which proved decisive.

"I'm proud of our play-
ers and how they played and
improved all season,” said
George. "It's been a long
time since we won a state
championship, and I'm very
happy for our school and
kids."”

This Panther team joins
two other state champions

A

Clinch's Jakyri Posley takes a shot against Portal in the
Class A, DIl state title game Thursday in Macon — Photo by

Joy Sumner Photography.

PROUD OF OUR PANTHERS!

Farmers and

Merchants Bank

Trusted Relationships and Service Since 1907

978 Valdosta Highway | Homerville
(912) 487-1200

www.fmb.net | Member FDIC
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Clinch's Fred Causey goes up for two against Portal in
the Macon Coliseum Thursday — Photo by Joy Sumner Pho-
tography.

WE’RE-PROUD OFYOU!
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RouNDTREE
FuneraL Home

‘Service with Dignity
& Honor’

240 East Dame Avenue
Homerville
912-487-5325
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GREAT JOB, PANTHERS

"Your Small Business and Tax Specialist’

BYRT

Certified Public Accountants
Adam Tolle, Branch Manager
172 West Dame Avenue, Homerville
912-487-5414

Your local CPA specializing in small business
and personal accounting and tax needs.




