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With just one week 
left under the Gold 
Dome, we are fulfill-
ing our responsibility 
to lower costs, protect 
your family and make 
sure Georgia continues 
to lead in responsible 
government.

 This week, the Sen-
ate took up House Bill 
974, a $38.5 billion 
budget that reflects 
both the strength of 
Georgia’s economy and 
our commitment to 
conservative financial 
stewardship. Unlike the 
federal government, 
which continues to rack 
up debt with no tangible 
plan to pay it back, 
Georgia is constitution-
ally required to balance 
its budget, and we do it 
the right way.

 We are making 
targeted investments 
in education and our 
future workforce, in-
cluding $70 million to 
place a literacy coach in 
every K-3 classroom. At 
the same time, we are 
expanding the Georgia 
PROMISE Scholarship 
to give families more 
options and greater con-
trol over their child’s 
education, because 
we trust parents, not 
bureaucracies, to make 
those decisions.

 We’re also standing 
by the people who have 
dedicated their lives 
to public service. By 
contributing $100 mil-

lion to the Employees’ 
Retirement System, 
we are ensuring that 
Georgia’s retirees can 
remain here, continue 
contributing to our 
communities and live 
with the dignity they’ve 
earned.

 In our district, this 
year’s budget will al-
locate $5 million for the 
renovation of Universi-
ty Center Building 1 at 
Valdosta State Univer-
sity and $575,000 for 
the construction of the 
Willis L. Miller Library 
in Valdosta. I appreciate 
the Committee’s work 
in supporting our local 
educational facilities.

 We are continuing to 
cut through government 
overreach and protect 
your wallet through 
a variety of measures 
that have also passed 
through the Senate this 
week.

 House Bill 1247, the 
Georgia Bureaucratic 
Deference Elimina-
tion Act, and the Red 
Tape Rollback Act send 
a clear message that 
unelected agencies do 
not get to make up rules 
that hurt your bottom 
line without account-
ability. For too long, 
government has expand-
ed through regulations 
that never faced a vote. 
We are putting a stop 
to that and restoring 
power where it belongs, 
with the people.

 At the same time, we 
are making practical, 
common-sense updates 
to keep Georgia the 
best place to live and 
do business. House Bill 
1112 allows businesses 
to round to the nearest 
five cents as pennies 
are phased out, a small 
but meaningful step to 
reduce inefficiencies 
and reflect the realities 
of today’s economy.

 In our classrooms, 
we are choosing focus 
and safety over distrac-
tion. House Bill 1009 
establishes a bell-to-
bell cellphone ban in 
high schools. Parents 
and teachers alike have 
seen the impact of 
constant screen time, 
less engagement, more 
distraction and fewer 
real conversations. This 
legislation helps restore 
discipline in the class-
room, improve academic 
outcomes and ensure 
students are attentive 
in emergency situa-
tions.

 We are also continu-
ing to stand up for 
Georgia’s rural commu-
nities and the industries 
that keep them strong. 
The Keep Georgia For-
ested Act supports our 
forestry manufacturers, 
protects jobs and helps 
stabilize an industry 
that has been hit hard 
by economic pressures 
and storm damage. This 
session, we’ve made 

sure that every corner 
of Georgia, from our 
largest cities to our 
smallest towns, has a 
path forward.

 I’m proud that the 
Senate agreed to the 
House substitute to 
Senate Bill 523, which 
strengthens protections 
against discrimination 
based on race, religion, 
ethnicity, and country 
of origin in our public 
schools and postsecond-
ary institutions. With 
antisemitism on the 
rise, this legislation 
reinforces our commit-
ment to ensuring every 
student feels safe and 
respected in the class-
room. It now heads to 
the Governor’s desk for 
signature into law.

 The Senate also 
passed House Bill 1266 
to ban all personal wa-
tercraft on the Ogeechee 
River. The Ogeechee 
River is an important 
part of our state’s 
ecosystems, and prohib-
iting watercraft other 
than law enforcement 
vessels will help pre-
serve the river’s wild-
life habitats and natural 
beauty. HB 1266 now 
awaits the Governor’s 
signature as well.

 Finally, we passed 
House Resolution 1416, 
creating a Joint Study 
Committee on the 
Generational Sustain-

ability of Family Farms. 
Both chambers have 
recognized the vital 
role agriculture plays in 
Georgia and the chal-
lenges farmers continue 
to face. This committee 
will take a closer look 
at how we can support 
farm families and help 
ensure their operations 
remain strong for gen-
erations to come.

 As we approach our 
final legislative day, I 
encourage you to stay 
engaged and reach out 
with any questions or 
concerns. Your voice 
matters, and it contin-

ues to shape the work 
we do here under the 
Gold Dome.

 
Sen. Russ Goodman 

serves as Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Consum-
er Affairs. He represents 
the 8th Senate District, 
which includes Atkinson, 
Clinch, Echols, Lanier, 
Lowndes and Pierce 
counties, as well as a por-
tion of Ware County. He 
may be reached by phone 
at (404) 463-1318 or 
by email at Russ.Good-
man@senate.ga.gov.
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need or want and something for 

every income level — making the store 
accessible and welcoming to all shop-
pers.

Choosing a downtown location was 
an easy decision. “Location, location, 
location,” Crews said, noting that be-
ing in the heart of Homerville allows 
the business to stay connected to the 
community. That connection is impor-
tant to the Crews family, who say they 
are always ready to encourage and 
support fellow community members, 
especially during times of need.

One of the things they love most 
about being part of downtown is the 
strong sense of community. Like many 
small businesses, C&C Treasures ex-
periences the natural ebb and flow of 

retail. There are seasons of abundance 
and seasons that require patience and 
perseverance. Crews acknowledges 
that owning a small business comes 
with long hours and hard work.

Her advice to anyone consider-
ing opening a business in downtown 
Homerville is clear: don’t expect to 
get rich quickly. Instead, go into it 
because you truly love what you do 
and are prepared for the dedication it 
requires. “It is definitely not a 9-to-5,” 
she said.

When asked to complete the sen-
tence, “Downtown is special be-
cause…,” Crews’ answer was simple 
and heartfelt: it’s home.

For more information, C&C Trea-
sures Vintage and Thrift can be 
reached at (912) 646-9841.
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Richard’sRichard’s

• We've got fresh seafood!
• Best steaks in town!
• All of our 'specialties' - hogshead cheese, BBQ 
sauces, baked potato topper, pimento cheese
• No need to cook - we have it already prepared daily
• Call us about catering your event!

14 PLANT AVENUE • HOMERVILLE • 487-5822

MEATS & 
SEAFOOD

COME SEE US AT YOUR 
HOMETOWN BUTCHER SHOP

Roundtree 
Funeral Home

"Service with Dignity and Honor"
Since 1982

240 Dame Ave. • Homerville, GA 31634
Call: (912) 487-5325 or Fax: (912) 487-2050 

www.roundtreefuneralhome.net

Clinch County's
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EvErything going on in ClinCh County EvErything going on in ClinCh County 
in onE loCation!in onE loCation!

Share your local meetingS, School eventS, birthdayS, weddingS, and community activitieS here. 
E-mail to nEws@thEclinchcountynEws.com

• Clinch baseball vs. Irwin County 
@ 4 pm

To submit an item for Clinch County's Community Calendar, e-mail news@theclinchcountynews.com. Birthdays are $25, and will be carried over every year at no extra cost. Weddings are free if the announcement appeared in the newspaper; $25 if it 
didn't. The News reserves the right to move items to front-page briefs due to space constraints, or exclude an item if deemed inappropriate. Church services can be listed on the church page. Call 912-487-5337 with any questions. 

 The Clinch County News
YOUR TRUSTED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Help our Community be better informed

 - ADVERTISE HERE!
you can advertiSe your buSineSS in thiS Spot – reaching 

baSically everyone in clinch county -  in print and online - 
for juSt $100 a month.

call 912-487-5337 to Start!

• Panthers baseball vs Charl-
ton County @6 pm

• Panther baseball vs. Wheeler 
county @5:30 pm

• County Commissioners 
meeting @ 6pm
•Panther baseball vs. Telfair 
County @ 4pm

• Homerville City Council 
Meeting @ 6pm

• Panther baseball @Charlton 
County at 6pm

• Panthers baseball @ Echols 
County at 6 pm

• Panther Baseball @ Lanier 
County at 6 pm

• Panther Baseball @ Telfair 
County at 5:30 pm

• Panther Baseball @ Turner 
county at 6 pm • Panther Baseball @ Pierce 

County at 6 pm

• Timberland Jubilee 9 am 
to 3 pm 

• Clinch County Board of 
Education meeting @ 6 p.m.

The family of our beloved mother Ena Naylor, 
would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who sent flowers, shared kind 
words, and showed their love and support 
during this difficult time. Seeing the 
family names and thoughtful gestures meant 
so much to us.
We are truly grateful to everyone who 
attended the service, reached out, and kept 
our family in their thoughts and prayers. Your 
presence and support brought us comfort and 
will always be remembered.
With sincere appreciation,
Britnee Tylor & Zolya Mcmillian 


