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Henry Lamar

Livingston
Henry Lamar
Livingston, age 59,
of Stockton, Georgia,
passed away on
Saturday, April 18,

2026. He was born in
Homerville, GA on
February 19, 1967, to
loving parents, Harry
Lamar Livingston and
Janet Marie Strickland
Livingston.

H
to his
and devoted
wife, Tonia
Livingston,
for 41 happy
years. He loved
his family-
mostly spending
time with his
grandchildren.
He enjoyed
hunting,
fishing, drag racing,
mechanicing, and

was married
loving

enjoyed riding on his
river property.

He is
preceded
in death by
his parents;
brother-in-law,
Chris Harrison
and father-in-

law, Freddie
Harrison.
He is

survived by his
wife, Tonia Livingston
of Stockton, GA;

daughters Erica
Livingston Tucker
of Stockton, GA
and Brittney Sills
(James) of Dupont,
GA; grandchildren,
Kalli Sills, Tait

Chaney and Weston
Sills; sisters, Francis
Luke of Stockton, GA
and Elaine Morgan of
Maday, GA; mother in
law, Peggy Harrison
of Stockton, GA;

nieces and nephews,
Tyler Westlake,
Courtney Roe, Stormy
Harrison and Amber
Harrison, Sam Luke,
Ashley Morgan and
Harley Morgan, Kallie

Walker, Brandon
Walker and Austin
Walker; and brother

in law, Mickey Walker

(Angie) of Ivey, GA.
Services were held

at 5:00PM on Monday,

April 20, 2026, in
the Lakeland Chapel
of  Music Funeral
Services. Kind words
and expressions of
sympathy can be left
for the family at www.
musicfuneralservices.
com. The Livingston
family is being served
by the professional and
caring staff of Music
Funeral Services of
Lakeland.

Georgia Senate focuses on tax breaks, rural drivers in budget

By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

A little amendment to
the last bill to pass the
Georgia General Assem-
bly this year could cause
quite a stir if Gov. Brian
Kemp signs it into law.

Or the Senate's tweak
to House Bill 1409 could
do nothing, except give
lawmakers pause about
pursuing sex with a
staffer.

The measure, which

passed the Senate unani-
mously during the lunch
hour on April 2, techni-
cally the last day of the
legislative session, went
on to pass the House 12
hours later, at 12:53
am, with broad biparti-
san support.

The underlying bill
updates a Georgia law
that requires adults who
interact with children to
report suspected child
abuse.

The amendment con-
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nects Georgia to recent
events in Washington,
D.C., where California
Democrat Eric Swalwell
and Texas Republican
Tony Gonzales each re-
signed from the U.S.
House on Tuesday.

Swalwell stepped
down and suspended his
campaign for California
governor after he was
accused of sexually as-
saulting a former staff-
er. Gonzales admitted
in a radio interview to
having an affair with an
aide who later took her
own life by lighting her-
self on fire.

Georgia state Sen.
Randy Robertson, R-
Cataula, said he was
moved to introduce
what lawmakers began
to referring to as "the
Epstein amendment”
after he read about her
death.

"I'm going to encour-
age our congressional
delegation to look at
what we did here and
go up and take the same
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stand,” Robertson said
this week after Swalwell
and Gonzales resigned.
"They represent us, so
I think they have an ob-
ligation, the same as
state senators and state
representatives, to be
transparent with the
people who put them in
office”

Calling it the Epstein
amendment is a misno-
mer since he was a fi-
nancier rather than a
lawmaker, but the con-
notation of sexual abuse
is what led to the nick-
name for Robertson's
transparency mandate.

HB 1409, should the
governor sign it, will
require that the lead-
ers of the House and
Senate treat any settled
claim of "sexual harass-
ment, discriminatory
harassment, discrimina-
tion, or retaliation”™ as
an open record, subject
only to the scrubbing of
the complainant’s iden-
tity. Refusal to release
such records after a re-
quest would be treated
as a misdemeanor pun-
ishable with a fine of up
to $1,000, or $2,500 for
each additional viola-
tion within a year.

Robertson, who got
another bill approved
that would make it il-
legal for clergy to have
sexual contact with peo-
ple taking their counsel,
said he felt lawmakers
should hold themselves
to the same standard.

He had been trying
to get his transparency
amendment approved
since March 6, the dead-
line to "cross” bills from
the Senate to the House,
when he stuck it onto
another bill about public
access to mugshots and
police videos. That bill
did not pass. Nor did an-
other he tried to attach
it to. But other senators
started copying him.

When Senate Minor-
ity Whip Kim Jackson,
D-Stone Mountain, add-
ed it to another bill, he
said he looked back at
her and smiled.

It is not a partisan
proposal, Robertson
said.

Jackson agreed to a

ual harassment is "ram-
pant” in Congress and
in legislatures across
the country. Before she
was elected, she toured
the state Capitol with a
YWCA group, and she
said the lobbyist lead-
ing them warned about
wearing clothing that
might attract unwanted
attention.

"Robertson is on the
right side of history on
this,” she said. But she
said also said she thinks
he just forced his col-
leagues — by that she
meant Republicans —
to support the measure.
"You can't vote against
it, right?"

She said she thinks
the disclosure mandate
could use safeguards to
protect against publiciz-
ing false claims of ha-
rassment, but she said
she would still like Kemp
to sign it into law. The
Legislature can tend to

those details in the fu-
ture, she said, but in the
meantime the transpar-
ency requirement would
protect aides and other
women who work under
the Gold Dome.

"Ithink we're all safer
with having it brought
to the light,” she said.

The version of the
amendment that ul-
timately passed was
tacked onto HB 1409 by
Sen. Blake Tillery, R-
Vidalia, who is running
for lieutenant governor.

He acknowledged
that the language in
his amendment had
originated with Rob-
ertson, and he said he
was moved to act by the
failure of Congress to
impose transparency on
itself.

"The U.S. Congress
voted to not do that,” he
said on the Senate floor.
"I think our body is bet-
ter.”
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point. She had attached
Robertson's language
to a bill she opposed and
hoped to kill, yet she
said this week that sex-
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