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Billye Rigdon 
Tomlinson

Billye Rigdon 
Tomlinson, beloved 
mother and Nana Bill, 
of Fernandina Beach, 
passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, April 14th, 
2026, at Baptist Hospital 
of Jacksonville with all of 
her family at bedside. 

She was born in 
Jacksonville, Fla. on 
September 28, 1937, 
the daughter of James 
Collier and Beulah 
Smith Rigdon, one of 

10 children.  Billye 
graduated from 
Clinch County 
High school 
and attended 
Martha Berry 
College in Rome, 
Ga.  In August 
of 1958 she 
married Herman 
Tomlinson, the 
love of her life, 
after dating 
for 5 years. They lived 
and raised their three 
children, Kim, Kerry and 
Kendra in Homerville, 
Ga.

Billye owned a baking 
business for 
many years, 
d e c o r a t i n g 
b e a u t i f u l 
wedding and 
birthday cakes. 
Billye was 
blessed with 
many talents 
to create and 
decorate.  For 
many years 

she enjoyed sewing, 
baking, crafting, travel 
and art.  As the owner 
of Billye’s Baskets & 
Bows, she sold beautiful 
handmade crafts at 
various festivals and 
fairs and loved sharing 
her crafts with others.   
Additionally, she worked 
as a beauty consultant for 

BeautiControl Cosmetics, 
coordinating home 
parties and conducting 
seminars on make-up 
and color coordination 
to clubs and college 
organizations.

She worked as Sales 
Coordinator for Cypress 
Sales, Inc., a business 
founded by her husband, 
until their retirement in 
2000.  After 44 years of 
marriage, he preceded 
her in death in 2004. 

The most important 
thing in her life, and 
what she loved most, was 
her family. Spending 
time with her children 
and adored grandchildren 
and being involved in 
their lives brought her 
the most joy.

Along with her 
husband, she is preceded 
in death by her parents, 
five brothers, Enslee 
Rigdon, Glen Rigdon, 
William “Bill” Rigdon, 
Robert Rigdon, and James 
“Jimmy” Rigdon, as 
well as three sisters, Ivis 
Lindsay, Deanne Hoffman 
and Bette Chester.

She is survived by 
her adoring family 
including two daughters, 
Kim (Buddy) Holwell, 
of Fernandina Beach, 
Kendra (Allen) Kennedy, 
of Valdosta, Ga. and one 
son Kerry (Shannon) 
Tomlinson of Lakeland, 
Ga., four grandchildren, 
Ashley (Jess) Hornsby, 
Thomasville, Ga., 
Bridges Holwell, 

Fernandina Beach, FL., 
Bryce Holwell, Atlanta, 
Ga., Taylor Holwell, 
Fernandina Beach, Fl 
and step-granddaughter 
Paxton (Lee) Douglas, 
Homerville, Ga.  She also 
leaves behind two loving 
g re at - g ra n d ch i l d re n 
Chance and Cal Hornsby, 
Thomasville, Ga., and her 
youngest sister, Sandra 
Cleveland, of Peyton, CO, 
along with many loved 
nieces and nephews.

Following her wishes 
of cremation, a private 
family burial will take 
place at a later date. 
Oxley-Heard Funeral 
Home and Music Funeral 
Home of Valdosta 
are handling burial 
arrangements.

Physical Therapy
Get Stronger, Move Better

At Clinch Memorial Hospital, our Physical Therapy team is here to
help you regain strength, mobility, and independence after injury,
surgery, or illness. With personalized treatment plans and one-on-

one care, we focus on helping you reach your recovery goals—right
here in Clinch County. Whether you're managing chronic pain or

healing from an accident, our expert therapists are ready to support
your journey to better movement and a better life.

Call (912) 470-2532 for more information. 

Roundtree 
Funeral Home

"Service with Dignity and Honor"
Since 1982

240 Dame Ave. • Homerville, GA 31634
Call: (912) 487-5325 or Fax: (912) 487-2050 

www.roundtreefuneralhome.net

THE ESTATE OF JOE ROWAN SR.

AUCTION
Saturday, May 9, 9 AM

(note change in date)

302 N. Jackson Street
Nashville, GA

VINTAGE SIGNS, ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES, 
FURNITURE, TOOLS, JEWELRY, KNIVES, 

CLOCKS, HOUSEHOLD, MUCH MUCH MORE ...

GO TO:  ironmanent.com, Auctionzip, 
or Facebook for PIctures and info.

Cash, Checks with ID, Credit Cards with 3% charge, 
10% Buyer's Premium

IRONMAN ENTERPRISES
& AUCTIONS

Scott A. Russ, Auctioneer #003556
Call (229) 457-8289 or (229) 425-9290
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Clinch County's
COMMUNITY CALENDAR

EvErything going on in ClinCh County EvErything going on in ClinCh County 
in onE loCation!in onE loCation!

Share your local meetingS, School eventS, birthdayS, weddingS, and community activitieS here. 
E-mail to nEws@thEclinchcountynEws.com

• Clinch Baccalaureate

To submit an item for Clinch County's Community Calendar, e-mail news@theclinchcountynews.com. Birthdays are $25, and will be carried over every year at no extra cost. Weddings are free if the announcement appeared in the newspaper; $25 if it 
didn't. The News reserves the right to move items to front-page briefs due to space constraints, or exclude an item if deemed inappropriate. Church services can be listed on the church page. Call 912-487-5337 with any questions. 

 The Clinch County News
YOUR TRUSTED COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Help our Community be better informed

 - ADVERTISE HERE!
you can advertiSe your buSineSS in thiS Spot – reaching 

baSically everyone in clinch county -  in print and online - 
for juSt $100 a month.

call 912-487-5337 to Start!

• Homerville City Council 
meeting @ 6 pm
* Clinch County High School 
Honors Night

• Clinch County Commission-
ers meeting @ 6 pm

• Clinch County Board of 
Education budget hearing 
@ 5 pm

• Cowboy Ball @ Lee farm 
Reserve tickets for purchase 
at clinchmh.org/donation

•Clinch BOE budget hearing 
@ 5:30 pm
• Clinch Board of Education 
meeting @ 6 pm

• Clinch County Middle School 
Honors Night @ 6 pm

• Clinch County Graduation 
@ 8 pm


