By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

Among Gov. Brian
Kemp's $300 million worth
of vetoes this week were
money for reforestation,
land conservation, historic
building restoration, the
arts and live performances
and short-line railroads.

The reason he gave in
most instances: "The Gen-
eral Assembly failed to
account for this loss of
revenue in the appropria-
tions process, instead pri-
oritizing general taxpayer
relief.”

Kemp was referring
to the income tax cuts he
signed into law on Monday.

He had called for a re-
duction of the state income
tax to 4.99% from 5.19%
this year, building that
into the budget. But the
General Assembly went
further.

House Bill 463 not only
drops the rate to 4.99%
this year but will continue
dropping it an eighth of a
percentage point each year
for eight years, if state rev-
enues continue to grow.

The new law, which
Kemp supported despite
the impact on the budget,
also increased standard

deductions. They rise 25%
this year and are scheduled
to go up an eighth as much
each year over the next

eight years. The law also
waived some overtime pay
and cash tips and increased
the amount of retirement
income excluded from tax-
ation for Georgians 65 and
older.

All of this affected the
budget lawmakers passed
for the fiscal year that
starts in July. They wanted
to spend at least $1 billion
more than the state is ex-
pecting to collect.

So on Tuesday Kemp
used his line-item veto au-
thority to cut $300 million
in new spending.

"We had to do a little
fine-tuning to make sure
that we can pay for all those
tax cuts,” he said before he

signed the 156-page budget
on Tuesday.

Kemp's budget team
expects increasing revenue
collections to close some
part of the rest of the gap.
If not, Georgia's next gov-
ernor and Legislature will
have to balance the budget
with cuts or by spending
down some of the billions
in remaining reserves.

That's a worry for down
the road.

But there was an imme-
diate impact of those in-
come tax cuts in the newly
passed tax credits and ex-
emptions that Kemp ve-
toed.

House Bill 376 would
have doubled to $60 million
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To cover tax cuts, Kemp nixes funding for forests, historic sites

the cap in tax credits for re-
storing historic buildings.

House Bill 1070 would
have increased the tax
credit for maintenance of
short-line railroads that
connect industrial sites
with major railways. The
current $3,500 credit per
mile of track expires at
year's end, and the legisla-
tion Kemp deleted would
have extended it through
2027 while increasing it to
$5,000.

Efficient railways drive
shipping costs, so deferred
maintenance could eventu-
ally affect consumers.

House Bill 1077 would
have extended for five
years the existing sales tax

exemptions for fine arts
performances and museum
exhibitions that expire at
the end of 2027.

This could affect ticket
prices for the symphony,
art exhibits and other
events, including the
Georgia National Fair
at the Georgia National
Fairgrounds and Agri-
center, which the bill
sought to include in the
exemption.

Senate Bill 478 would
have increased to 60%
from the current 40% the
amount of sales tax revenue
from outdoor recreational
equipment sales that go to
the Georgia Outdoor Stew-
ardship Trust Fund.
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‘ ‘ For where two or three gather in
my name, there am I with them. , ,

Matthew 18:20 (NIV)

United/Methodist.Church

Comfort in Community

The fall season serves a great opportunity in allowing us to
further connect, or sometimes reconnect, with our
communities of friends and loved ones. The season’s
beauty can often be seen in its simplicity, and basic activities
such as going to a pumpkin patch or a local seasonal fair or
other event can provide this time for connection. Reaching out
to someone in our community we may have drifted from, too,
can provide us with a reconnection to our community. In the
long term, we prepare for the colder months of winter and
beyond that, numerous holidays of this and the coming season.
With this said, a reinforcement of our relationship with our
community at this time can be a great way to ensure we have an
enjoyable fall and also a full table of people we love during the
holidays. At the beginning of His ministry, Christ set out to form
a community of believers, sharing meals with and teaching
them. Though we sometimes may want to make our way fully on
our own, we are shown through Christ’s actions that the comfort
we find in community, and the connections we make within it,
are a foundational, necessary and beautiful aspect of life.
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