Feral hog eradication program cut from state budget

By Ty Tagami

Capitol Beat News Service

Things were looking
grim for Georgia's wild
pigs during this year's
legislative session, but
they found partial salva-
tion in lawmakers who
larded their own budget
with too much pork.

Gov. Brian Kemp, in
his effort to balance the
budget, cut hundreds of
millions of dollars in new
spending when he signed
it earlier this month.

of the major cuts at that
time but did not mention
the pig eradication proj-
ects nestled deep within
the 171-page document.

A $1 million public-pri-
vate pilot program to man-
age feral hogs was a victim
of his line-item veto, as
was a $200,000 wild pig
eradication program.

The latter sounded like
a bounty program to Nick
Atwood, an Atlanta vol-
unteer with a loose-knit
group called Rooting for
Pigs.

Studies have shown
bounty programs are in-
effective at wildlife con-
trol, whether for prairie
dogs, raccoons or feral
hogs, Atwood said. His
group sent Kemp a letter
in mid-April explaining
all this and suggesting
that cutting the programs
could save taxpayers some

money.
Atwood does not know
whether the message

led to Kemp's line-item
vetoes, but he thinks it
might have.

Asked about this,
Kemp's office did not
want to engage in the spe-
cifics, referring instead to
Kemp's comments on May
12 when reporters gath-
ered in his office to watch
him sign the budget.

The governor said then
that he had to fix a "struc-
tural deficit” that had left
a roughly $1 billion hole
in the budget. He said he
could have left it alone
but that he did not want
to leave "a mess” for who-
ever succeeds him as gov-
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ernor next year, or for the
next Legislature.

"So what we're doing
now is making some tough
choices,” he said.

The eradication pro-
grams had been some-
thing of a priority for law-
makers, especially in the
House.

Owing to limited time
(and attention spans),
Rep. Matt Hatchett, R-
Dublin, could only detail
a small number of items
in the $38.5 billion fiscal
year 2027 budget when he

presented it on the House
floor on March 10.

Hatchett, who chairs
the House Appropriations
Committee, talked about
money for big issues, such
as education, health care,
prisons and poverty.

But he left time to talk
about wild pigs, and the
money in the budget to
get rid of them.

“Feral hogs are wreak-
ing havoc statewide,” he
said, “causing millions of
dollars of damage to crops
and farms each year.”

He highlighted some
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‘ I know that there is nothing better for people than
to be happy and to do good while they live. That
everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction
in all their toil — this is the gift of God. , ,

Ecclesiastes 3:12-13 (N1V)
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Enjoying the Little Things

any find the imagery of fall to be quite comforting,

whether it be the colorful leaves falling from trees or

bountiful pumpkin patches and apple farms. During these
times, we should truly learn to appreciate the comfort we may
receive from little things like a crisp fall breeze or a fall weekend
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trip with family or friends. We should also make a habit of taking
account of all the little things we appreciate in our lives, generally.
Fall is a great time to begin this habit when considering the
season’s nature. Depending on where one lives, the fall may be a
time of calm before regular snowfall is encountered, which may
make some feel a bit dreary. If someone lives in a climate that has a
high temperature all year round, one may find comfort in the fall as
a brief period away from this strong heat. For these reasons, the fall
works as a great frame of reference for why we should appreciate
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the little things in life, while also functioning as a great starting

habit.
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