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Okefenokee Swamp Park receives grant to restore boardwalk
Okefenokee Swamp 

Park (OSP) has been se-
lected as one of the fi 
rst recipients of fund-
ing through the new-
ly launched Expedia 
Trails Fund, receiving 
a $500,000 grant to re-
store the park’s dete-
riorating boardwalk to 
Skull Lake, one of the 
most iconic and histori-
cally significant visitor 
experiences.

The grant is made pos-
sible through a partner-
ship between The Con-
servation Fund and the 
Expedia Trails Fund, 
which is launching with 
11 inaugural projects and 
$4.3 million in grants to 
improve safety and ac-
cess at beloved natural 
destinations across the 
United States — from 
Yellowstone’s Paradise 
Valley and Hawaiʻi’s Ke-
alakekua Bay to natural 
areas near Seattle and 
Chicago.

The Skull Lake Board-
walk, a 1,928-linear-
foot elevated pathway 
through cypress forest 
and blackwater wetlands, 
has been inaccessible to 
visitors since the 2007 
Bugaboo Fire. Years of 
exposure to the Okefe-
nokee's demanding wet-
land environment have 
further deteriorated 
the structure. OSP has 
closed the trail to ensure 
guest safety and identi-
fied its repair as a top in-
frastructure priority.

“Skull Lake is one of 
the most memorable and 
photographed destina-
tions within Okefenokee 
Swamp Park,” said Exec-
utive Director Kim Bed-
narek. “This investment 
ensures that future gen-
erations can safely expe-
rience the beauty, wild-
life, and wonder of the 
Okefenokee, and helps us 
preserve an irreplaceable 
experience.”

The restored board-
walk will replace exist-
ing deteriorated sections 
with wider, fully ADA 
accessible structures, 
including approximately 
750 linear feet of 8-foot-
wide boardwalk, 1,200 
linear feet of 5-foot-wide 
boardwalk, and two 15-
foot bridges, all built 
from marine-grade, pres-
sure-treated lumber with 
stainless steel hardware 

for long-term durability.
In addition to infra-

structure improvements, 
the project also includes 
new interpretive signage 
highlighting the Okefe-
nokee’s globally signifi-
cant peat ecosystem, rich 
biodiversity, and unique 
wildlife-viewing op-
portunities. Skull Lake 
holds deep cultural and 
historical significance. 
Indigenous cultures are 
reported to have used the 
site as a gathering place. 
The restored boardwalk 
will provide meaningful 
access to this landscape 
for visitors of all abili-
ties, and connect them 
to the area’s natural and 
cultural heritage.

“Outdoor recreation 
and conservation go hand 
in hand,” said Bednarek. 
“This project is a testa-
ment to what’s possible 
when partners invest in 
places that matter — 
and the Okefenokee is a 
place that matters to the 
world.”

The project will be un-
dertaken in close part-
nership with the Georgia 
Forestry Commission, 
which owns the land on 
which OSP operates. 
Design and permitting 
are underway, with con-
struction expected to 
begin in fall 2026, and 
project completion an-
ticipated in spring 2027.

The Skull Lake board-
walk restoration is part 
of OSP’s broader Oke-
fenokee Experience ini-
tiative, a $36 million 
regional vision to revi-
talize the park’s Way-
cross campus, expand 
educational program-
ming, and position the 
Okefenokee as a world-
class ecotourism desti-
nation. The Okefenokee 
National Wildlife Ref-
uge is currently under 
consideration for World 
Heritage Site Inscrip-
tion.

OSP welcomes more 
than 150,000 visitors 
and serves over 10,000 
students through field 
trips, homeschool pro-
grams, and science sum-
mer camps. The broader 
Okefenokee National 
Wildlife Refuge draws 
more than 600,000 visi-
tors per year and gener-
ates $91.5 million in eco-
nomic impact.
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Richard’sRichard’s

• We've got fresh seafood!
• Best steaks in town!
• All of our 'specialties' - hogshead cheese, BBQ 
sauces, baked potato topper, pimento cheese
• No need to cook - we have it already prepared daily
• Call us about catering your event!

14 PLANT AVENUE • HOMERVILLE • 487-5822

MEATS & 
SEAFOOD

COME SEE US AT YOUR 
HOMETOWN BUTCHER SHOP

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

In accordance with the Quality Housing and Work Responsibility Act of 1998 the Homerville Housing 
Authority will hold a hearing on Tuesday June 23, 2026 at 9:00 a.m. at the Homerville Housing Authority 
Central Office located at 58 Crescent Drive, Homerville GA.  The purpose of this hearing is to solicit 
public comment on the Capital Fund program 2026 Annual Plan and Five Year Plan.  This hearing is open 
to the citizens of Homerville.  Any citizen with a physical disability or other special need may contact the 
Housing Authority at (229) 242-4130 ext. 103 to make arrangements to arrange transportation.  In 
addition, effective with the publication of this notice, the Capital Fund Program 2026 Annual Plan will be 
available for public review prior to the Public Hearing at the Housing Authority main office. 

(Continued from Page 1)
average wait time were 

in the metro Atlanta 
area, with Southern 
Regional Medical Center 
(Riverdale), Grady 
Memorial Hospital 
(Atlanta), and Emory 
University Hospital 
Midtown all topping the 
six-hour mark.

Area hospitals on the 
longest wait time list are 
Phoebe Putney Memorial 
Hospital in Albany (4 
hours 38 minutes), Tift 
Regional Medical Center 
in Tifton (4 hours 29 
minutes), Archbold 
Hospital in Thomasville 
(4 hours 18 minutes), 
and SGMC Health in 
Valdosta (4 hours).

This new analysis 
conducted by Compare 
the Market, using 
publicly available 
hospital performance 
data compiled from 
CMS reporting datasets 
via HospitalStats.org, 
showed that nationally 
the average emergency 
room wait time was 
reported at 2 hours and 
42 minutes in 2024.

BIG TWO-DAY AUCTION!
Saturday, June 20          9 AM
Saturday, June 27          9 AM

12492 US Hwy 129 * Nashville, GA
85D JD Excavator

Implements
20' Carports

Shop Air Compressor
Out Building

Hardware * Yard Tools
Hammond Organ

Furniture
Quilts * Quilt Rack

Pictures * Wall Decor

1967 Cessna 177 Airplane
TC30 New Holland Tractor

50' Storage Containers
1971 VW Beetle

TONS of New Tools * Used Tools
Concrete Yard Pieces
Towels * Linens, etc.
All in One Computer

Pots * Pans * 
Small Appliances

Freezers
WAY TOO MUCH TO LIST !!!

TERMS OF AUCTION:  10% PAYERS PREMIUM ON CASH OR CHECK 
W/ PROPER ID.  13% BUYERS PREMIUM ON CREDIT OR DEBIT 
CARDS.  ALL ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE DAY OF AUCTION SUPER-
SEDE ANY AND ALL WRITTEN OR ORAL ADVERTISEMENT.  DAY 
OF AUCTION ALL PURCHASES MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORE YOU 
LEAVE.  ANY ITEMS TOO LARGE TO BE MOVED DAY OF AUCTION 
PLEASE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS.

PICTURES GO TO:  ironmanent.com  *  FACEBOOK  *  AUCTIONZIP

IRONMAN ENTERPRISE$ & AUCTION$
FITZGERALD, GA

SCOTT A RUSS, GA LIC. #003556          229-457-8289

City of Argyle
Surplus Sale

Description: 1- Red 2002 Ford Mustang Coupe
Location: Argyle City Hall
For more information: Mr. Mack Wilson
912-599-9582 or
Mayor "K" Riley 229-548-0056
Sealed Bids Only - may 26-June 11, 2026
Bids can be mailed to:
City of Argyle
Attention: Sealed Bids
P.O. Box 156
Argyle, GA 31623
OR put in drop box at the door of Argyle City
Hall.
No bids will be accepted after June 11 at 6 p.m.

Above is the boardwalk concept plan, and below is the boardwalk prior to renovation. 
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833-446-1847

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.  Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new 
service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

Plans start at just $20/month.
Switch & Save Today


