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	 “Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the family 
and friends of this victim,” 
said Sheriff Barry Faile.  
“There are many unan-
swered questions about this 
homicide on the front end 
of the investigation, but 
much information has al-
ready been gathered which 
we believe will lead us to a 
resolution.  More informa-
tion will be released when 
it is available and when it is 
appropriate for release.”  

Update January 9, 2026

	 Calvin Lamarr Al-
len, age 44, of Charlotte 
has been charged in the 
shooting death of 74-year-
old Gary Herendeen behind 
The Designers Marketplace 
on Yarborough Road.  Allen 
was developed as a suspect 
in the homicide early in the 
investigation.  After the dis-
covery of Mr. Herendeen’s 
body mid-day this past 
Monday, investigators with 
the Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Office Violent Crime 
Task Force, the South Caro-
lina State Law Enforcement 
Division (SLED), and the 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Police Department have 
been gathering background 
information on Mr. Heren-
deen and Allen and have 
documented the movements 
of the two from the middle 
of last week through now.  

	 Mr. Herendeen and 
Allen were acquaintances 
and have ties to the Char-
lotte area.  They lived in 
the same boarding house in 
Charlotte for a time.  They 
apparently fell out with 
each other some time ago.  
Investigators believe Mr. 
Herendeen, who worked 
part-time at The Designers 
Marketplace, sometimes 
slept in his Chevrolet van 
behind the business and 
was doing so the night of 
January 1 into the morning 
of January 2.  Investigators 
believe Allen drove to that 
location from Charlotte ear-
ly the morning of January 
2 and shot Mr. Herendeen 
to death at the van.  Mr. 
Herendeen suffered mul-
tiple gunshot wounds and 
was found lying partially in 
the van and partially on the 
parking lot surface.

	 Investigators got an 
address in Charlotte for Al-
len, and Lancaster County 
Sheriff’s Office investi-
gators coordinated with 
SLED, the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Police Department, 
its Homicide unit, and its 
Violent Criminal Apprehen-
sion Team (VCAT) to locate 
Allen.  Allen was taken into 
custody early this morning 
at his home in Charlotte 
without incident.  Searches 
are being conducted of 
the home and Allen’s au-
tomobile, and evidence is 
being gathered and will be 

processed.  The nature of that 
evidence will not be disclosed 
at this time.  Allen is in cus-
tody in Charlotte.  Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office inves-
tigators obtained arrest war-
rants for Allen charging him 
with Murder and Possession of 
a Firearm during the Commis-
sion of a Violent Crime.  Allen 
will appear before a judge in 
Charlotte, at which time he 
will have to decide whether to 
waive extradition and return to 
Lancaster County.  If he does 
not, extradition proceedings 
will be initiated.

	 “Allen’s arrest is the 
result of lots of skilled, unre-
lenting investigative work by 
our investigators, SLED, and 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
PD,” said Sheriff Barry Faile.  
“When events like this hap-
pen, time is of the essence.  
The relationships we have 
with surrounding agencies 
allow us to multiply our re-
sources with a phone call or 
two and get things done quick-
ly and safely, as we did in this 
case.  Many thanks to our in-
vestigators and all those folks 
with SLED and the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg PD who made 
this happen.”  

 (All defendants are presumed 
innocent unless proven guilty 
in court.)

	 Anyone with informa-
tion about this or any other 
case should call the Lancaster 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
803-283-3388 and select Op-
tion 4 or submit a tip in one of 
the following ways:  use the 
link www.p3tips.com/983 or 
download the P3Tips mobile 
app available for both Apple 
and Android devices.  Crime 
tips may be made anonymous-
ly. 

Lancaster County 
Historical 

Commission 
Meeting - 1/13/2026

The Lancaster County Histori-
cal Commission will hold a 
meeting on Tuesday, January 
13, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Lancaster County Historic 
Courthouse located at 100 N. 
Main Street, Lancaster, SC 
29720.
  
The agenda is posted in the 
lobby of the County Admin-
istration building and on our 
website. To view the meeting 
agenda, please copy and paste 
the link below:
  
https://lancastercosc.portal.
civicclerk.com/event/718/files/
agenda/1298

Beginning Saturday, Jan. 17 
at 10 a.m., guests can shop for 
pine needle baskets by Beckee 
Garris (Catawba Nation) and 
jewelry by Stephanie Peak 
(Tuscarora Indians of Kahten-
uaka Territories). Participating 
artists will be announced on 
the Center’s website and social 
media for continuing markets 
on Saturday, Feb. 21, March 
21, and April 18.
“We began our mini pop-up 
markets last fall as a way for 
the community to engage with 
local Native American art-
ists and we have received an 
incredible response from the 
public,” said Center Assistant 
Curator and Program Assistant 
Sharon Simmers-Norton, who 
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coordinates the sales along 
with USCL Director of Cam-
pus Collections and Galler-
ies Brittany Taylor-Driggers. 
“We’re pleased to host more 
markets this spring, featuring 
talented vendors who have 
never before participated in 
our art festivals, as well as fan-
tastic returning artists!”
The mini markets culminate in 
one of the Center’s annual sig-
nature events, the Spring Art & 
Craft Festival, scheduled for 
Saturday, May 16 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Admission to the Native 
American Studies Center and 
its events are free and open 
to the public. For more infor-
mation about the Center, call 
(803) 313-7172 or visit www.
nativeamericanstudies.org.

Lancaster SWCD Launches 
New Conservation Education 

Game for Local Youth 
Lancaster County, SC — A new interactive education-
al website is helping Lancaster County children learn 
about conservation in a way that feels fun, familiar, 
and close to home. 

Carolina Nature Adventures, recently launched by 
the Lancaster Soil & Water Conservation District, is 
a game-based learning platform designed for children 
ages 5 -12. What makes the project especially unique 
is that it was designed and built by a local high school 
student who serves on the district’s Youth Board. 

The site teaches kids about protecting soil, water, 
wildlife, farms, and ecosystems through interactive 
games and activities rooted entirely in Lancaster 
County. Instead of abstract lessons, students explore 
local watersheds, match wildlife to nearby habitats, 
and learn how conservation affects the places they see 
every day. 

“I wanted to create something that made kids genu-
inely excited to learn about conservation, especially 
here in Lancaster County,” said Grace Brusky, Lan-
caster Soil & Water Conservation District Youth Board 
member and creator of Carolina Nature Adventures. 
“When learning feels fun and local, it sticks. My goal 
was to help kids understand that protecting our land, 
water, and wildlife starts right where they live.” 

The platform currently includes 14 interactive games 
designed for different elementary grade levels. As stu-
dents play, they earn badges and work toward becom-
ing certified “Nature Explorers.” After completing all 
activities, families or teachers are encouraged to con-
tact the district to receive a prize, extending learning 
beyond the screen. 

Along with the games, Carolina Nature Adventures 
offers educational content guided by Finn the Fox, a 
friendly mascot who leads students through lessons 
on recycling, farming, pollinators, climate, and local 
ecosystems. The site also includes a Teachers section 
where educators can schedule classroom visits from 
the Lancaster SWCD and access curriculum-aligned 
resources. 

All content on the site is aligned with South Carolina 
elementary science standards. A standards alignment 
section clearly shows how each game supports specific 
grade-level requirements, making it easier for teach-
ers to integrate the platform into their classrooms. 

“While Grace and I were working on a project one 
day, I mentioned how valuable an online game would 
be for helping students learn about natural resources. 
She took that idea and surpassed every expectation 
I had, creating something with the potential to grow 
into a major educational resource for students across 
South Carolina. I am thrilled to see how this resource 
is already growing and making an impact for students 
across South Carolina. Since our launch on Christ-
mas Day, the response has been incredible—211 users 
have already explored the game, and users from seven 
counties have accessed the website. This early enthu-
siasm shows just how powerful this tool can become 
for our county and state,” said Amanda Roberts, Dis-
trict Manager for the Lancaster SWCD.

The Lancaster Soil & Water Conservation District 
hopes the project will serve as a long-term resource 
for schools, families, and the broader community. 

More information is available at carolinanatureadven-
tures.org
The Lancaster Soil and Water Conservation District is 
an equal opportunity employer and service provider.


