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The craftsmanship in Truth 
Rising caught my eye—
sweeping visuals of ancient 
ruins and modern cities, 
beautifully shot interviews, 
crisp audio, and a narrative 
voice from Guinness, now 
in his 80s, yet still strong. 
Alongside him, Stones-
treet—my weekly “Culture 
Friday” conversation partner 
for over 10 years—added a 
steady cadence. It felt like 
a 4K compression of those 
conversations.

My only quibble is that the 
film opens at a too-slow aca-

demic pace, unfurling ideas 
too high on the ladder of ab-
straction—though for those fa-
miliar, it does work. It sets out 
the history and philosophy that 
deepen the personal stories of 
men and women whose con-
victions put them at odds with 
prevailing powers. Daly said 
in his email that the Church 
must pair orthodoxy with or-
thopraxy, equipping people 
“to stand boldly in an increas-
ingly hostile public square for 
the truth,” as a young activ-
ist in the film puts it: “It’s not 
your truth or my truth … Jesus 
Christ is THE truth.”

The production feels cin-
ematic: multi-camera inter-
views, overhead tracking shots 
alongside buses and trains, and 

Guinness’ talent for guiding 
viewers through complex ma-
terial like a tour guide. We see 
him listening to his guests. His 
voice-over blends seamlessly 
with his on-camera remarks; 
the audio matching is finely 
crafted when the recording 
source shifts. The result is an 
unbroken conversation, with 
the camera simply moving 
from scene to scene.

The documentary switches 
between Guinness’ personal 
story—his upbringing in China 
during the Communist revolu-
tion, his years at L’Abri—and 
his analysis of the West’s cul-
tural and moral crises. This 
gives the ideas grounding in a 

life lived across cultures.

Midway through Truth Rising, 
the focus shifts from Europe to 
the U.S., and the film speeds 
up. The connection between 
continents is Stonestreet, seen 
rolling through American back-
roads in a weathered mid-’60s 
Chevy pickup, which works 
as a metaphor that suggests 
durability and authenticity—
a piece of American machin-
ery that has served faithfully 
for decades, still functional. It 
works well with Stonestreet’s 
commentary, driving through 
rural landscapes while talking 
about deep fractures in Ameri-
can culture, reinforcing the 
idea that repairing them may 
require the same patient resto-
ration an old truck demands.

Guinness has laid out three 
paths—renewal, replacement, 
or decline—and in an email 
interview with me, insists that 
“from the perspective of the 
Jewish and Christian faiths, 
renewal is fully possible,” 
pointing to moments in history 
when God restored a people 
against all odds. His European 
conversations about civiliza-
tional memory and cultural 
inheritance give way to dis-
tinctly American settings and 
stories. Here, the film features 
U.S.-based thinkers and ac-
tivists embodying the themes 
Guinness traced. The editing 
is tight, weaving these domes-
tic stories into the larger argu-
ment that the West can also be 
renewed.

As the film concludes, it be-
comes reflective again. Guin-
ness reappears to voice the 
words of a letter he’d written to 
Stonestreet, symbolically pass-
ing the torch: “I’m expecting 
great things,” he says. In our 
interview, Guinness reminded, 
“The Lord is greater than all. 
He can be trusted in all situa-
tions. Have faith in God,” re-
calling his father’s counsel 
during those childhood years 
under the Chinese revolution. 
The ending feels more an invi-
tation than a conclusion: View-
ers are left with questions to 
wrestle with rather than neatly 
tied-up answers.
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helped highlight the impor-
tance of safeguarding pa-
rental rights and protecting 
students’ privacy. Due to the 
large volume of testimony, 
the committee will continue 
its work on this issue next 
week.

Video Link: https://x.com/i/

broadcasts/1OwGWeVQndQxQ?s=20 
Fighting for Small Businesses
Supporting job creators and growing South Carolina’s economy remains a top priority for me and 
the House Republican Caucus. At Thursday morning’s press conference hosted by Americans 
for Prosperity, lawmakers, small business owners, and advocates from all across South Carolina 
came together to highlight the Small Business Regulatory Freedom Act. We heard from Speaker 
of the House Murrell Smith on the importance of accountability and from Americans for Tax 
Reform’s Grover Norquist on the nationwide support for this key legislation. The press confer-
ence focused on the importance of commonsense regulatory reform that cuts red tape, improves 
accountability, and ensures regulations work for, not against, small businesses.
This legislation has already passed the House unanimously, underscoring that supporting small 
businesses and job creators is a top priority for South Carolina. As we move forward, we look 
forward to working with the Senate to get this bill across the finish line this year. The Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Freedom Act takes responsible steps to establish a clear and accountable review 

process, ensuring government 
is efficient, transparent, and 
focused on growth.
South Carolina is currently #1 
in the nation for job growth, 
and legislation like this helps 
keep our state competitive, 
open for opportunity, and 
positioned for continued suc-
cess.

Supporting Fairness in Col-
lege Athletics (NIL)
The House passed legislation 
addressing Name, Image, and 
Likeness (NIL) policies to 
help keep South Carolina’s 
colleges and universities 
competitive. The bill protects 
private donor information 
from public disclosure, en-
suring our schools can fairly 
recruit and retain student-ath-
letes without putting them at 
a disadvantage compared to 
other states.

South Carolina Social Me-
dia Regulation Act

Protecting children online and 
reinforcing parental author-
ity in the digital age remains a 
key priority for House Repub-
licans. This bill focuses on pro-
tecting minors online and giv-
ing parents more control and 
visibility over their children’s 
social media use. If enacted, 
the act would:
Require parental consent be-
fore a minor can open a social 
media account.
Provide parents with tools and 
information to help monitor 
and support their child’s online 
activity.
Set requirements for social 
media platforms to limit access 
and certain features for minors, 
including restrictions on en-
gagement during certain hours.
Ensure state authorities can 
enforce these protections and 
handle consumer complaints.
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