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👪 Protecting Children and 
Strengthening Parental Rights
Protecting children and strength-
ening parental rights remained a 
top priority this week. Lawmak-
ers continued work on two key 
pieces of legislation: the Paren-
tal Rights Act (H.4757), which 
has been referred to committee, 
and the South Carolina Student 
Physical Privacy Act (H.4756), 
which passed out of the House 
Judiciary Committee. Both 
measures focus on safeguarding 
student privacy in schools while 
affirming transparency and pa-
rental involvement in their chil-
dren’ s education and health-
care. Together, these measures 
are aimed at restoring common 
sense in our classrooms, pro-
tecting student privacy, and en-
suring parents are kept informed 
and respected when it comes to 
decisions affecting their chil-
dren. Committee hearings drew 
strong engagement from fami-
lies, students, and advocates 
from across the state, and dis-
cussions will continue as these 
bills move through the legisla-
tive process.

As seen in the media this week!
Speaker Pro Tempore Tommy 
Pope Highlighting Bills
Representative David Martin 
Defending Common Sense in 
Judiciary Committee

🚓 Protecting Life and Public 
Safety
House Republicans also contin-
ued advancing efforts this week 
to protect children and families 
from dangerous and intoxicat-
ing substances. The House Ju-
diciary Committee heard testi-
mony raising serious concerns 
about hemp-derived products 
and the need to keep them out 
of the reach of children, under-
scoring the importance of clear 
safeguards focused on safety 
and accountability. In addi-
tion, the Judiciary Committee 
heard extensive testimony on 
the Abortion-Inducing Drugs 
Act (H.4760), with discussion 
centered on clarifying state law, 
strengthening enforcement, and 
ensuring existing protections 
are clearly understood and ap-
plied. Lawmakers emphasized 
the importance of protecting life 
as the bill continues to move 
through the committee process.

🥇 Putting South Carolina First
This week, lawmakers ad-
vanced legislation requiring the 
use of U.S. Produced Iron and 
Steel (H.4709) in state-funded 
public works projects. The bill 
passed out of subcommittee 
and has been referred to the 
House Labor, Commerce and 
Industry Committee for further 
consideration. This legislation 
is focused on strengthening 
domestic manufacturing, pro-
tecting critical supply chains, 
and ensuring taxpayer dollars 
support American workers and 
industries. As South Carolina 
continues to grow, measures 
like this help reinforce a strong, 
reliable workforce and keep our 
state competitive. We’re putting 
America first right here in South 
Carolina!
As seen in the media this week!
Representative Richie Yow Vid-
eo

⚖️ Fighting for Judicial Re-
form and Conservative Values
Several additional pieces of leg-

islation advanced this week re-
flecting our commitment to good 
governance and public safety. The 
Judicial Selection Reform bill 
(H.4755) passed out of subcom-
mittee, moving forward efforts 
to strengthen accountability and 
fairness in South Carolina’s judi-
cial selection process. Lawmak-
ers also advanced legislation rec-
ognizing members of the United 
States Space Force under South 
Carolina law (H.4586), ensuring 
they are fully included in impor-
tant protections and benefits. Ad-
ditionally, the School Volunteer 
Chaplains and Historical Dis-
plays bill (H.4762) passed out of 
subcommittee, allowing schools 
to establish volunteer chaplain 
programs and display documents, 
like the 10 Commandments, that 
reflect the foundations of our na-
tion’s history and law.
As seen in the media this week!
Representative Robby Robbins 
Speaking on the historical im-
portance of the School Volunteer 
Chaplains and Historical Docu-
ments Act

💵 Making South Carolina More 
Affordable
This week, lawmakers also con-
tinued work on the Insurance Rate 
Reduction and Policy Holder Pro-
tection Act (H.4817), a compre-
hensive proposal aimed at giving 
South Carolinians more oversight 
and protection when it comes 
to insurance. This bill would 
strengthen anti-fraud efforts and 
increase transparency in how 
rates are set, including provisions 
that restrict certain advertising 
practices and authorize enhanced 
fraud investigations. As debates 
continue, the goal of this legisla-
tion is to reduce burdensome in-
surance costs for families and en-
sure that the system works fairly 
for policyholders across our state.
🏆 This Week’s Legislative Wins - 
House Bills Update
This week, lawmakers deliv-
ered real progress on legislation 
that supports small businesses 
and lowers costs for families. 
The House-passed Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Freedom Act 
(H.3021) advanced in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, moving us 
closer to cutting red tape and re-
ducing burdensome regulations 
on job creators. In addition, the 
Boat Tax Relief Act (H.3858), 
which passed the House last year, 
advanced through the Senate Fi-
nance Committee Thursday, an-
other step forward in providing 
tax relief and making South Caro-
lina more affordable.
As always, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to represent you and to keep 
you informed about the work be-
ing done in Columbia. I welcome 
your feedback and encourage you 
to reach out if you have any ques-
tions or would like more informa-
tion on these or other issues be-
fore the General Assembly.
To keep up with my legislative 
updates:
Facebook Link https://www.face-
book.com/ElectCodyTMitchell
Website codytmitchell.com
Email: ctmitchellsc@gmail.com
Phone: office:843.332.5050
cell:803.427.6487
fax:843.332.5105
To keep up with the SC House 
Republican Caucus: 
SCHouseGOP Facebook
SCHouseGOP X / Twitter
SCHouseGOP Website 

Rescheduled - Lancaster County 
Economic Development Advisory 

Board Meeting - 2/6/2026
The Lancaster County Economic Development Advisory Board regu-
lar meeting scheduled for Friday, February 6, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. has 
been rescheduled. The next Economic Development Advisory Board 
regular meeting will be held on Friday, February 13, 2026, at 9:00 
a.m. The next meeting will be held at the Economic Development 
Department’s office located at 1033 West Meeting Street, Lancaster, 
SC 29720. 

A copy of this notice can be found in the lobby of the County Admin-
istration building ​and by using the link below ​- 

https://lancastercosc.portal.civicclerk.com/event/728/files/agen-
da/1341
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Multiple Arrests after 
Search Warrant Execution

	 Five people were arrested Thursday, 
January 15, 2026, after the execution of a 
search warrant at a home on Barberville Road 
in Indian Land.  Earlier, investigators with the 
Lancaster County Multijurisdictional Narcot-
ics Task Force had bought suspected Meth-
amphetamine from an occupant of the home.  
Early Thursday morning, Task Force investi-
gators along with Lancaster County Sheriff’s 
Office investigators, members of the Special 
Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT), State 
Law Enforcement Division (SLED) agents, 
and Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) 
agents returned to the home with a search war-
rant.  Six people were inside the home.  One 
was not involved in any criminal activity and 
was not charged.

	 During a search of the home, inves-
tigators found 64.9 grams of suspected Meth-
amphetamine, 11 grams of suspected Cocaine, 
over two dozen pills suspected to be Xanax, 
57 grams of suspected Marijuana, and digital 
scales.  They also seized a Remington 12-gauge 
shotgun and a Ruger .380 caliber pistol.  The 
items were located in different rooms of the 
home.  A 2024 Honda Grom motorcycle which 
had been reported stolen out of Rock Hill was 
located in the basement of the home.

	 Renee Hewitt Schmader, 56, and 
Robert Eric White, 58, live in the home.  Both 
were arrested.  Also present and arrested were 
Kimberly Shelton Patrick, 53, of Indian Land, 
Adrian Hunter Pittman, 24, of Fort Mill, and 
Judith Marie Wright, 31, of Whitmire.

	 The charges and bond status for each 
follow, and their photographs are attached.  
Also attached is a photograph of the items lo-
cated.

Renee Hewitt Schmader
Trafficking Methamphetamine 10-28 Grams
Trafficking Methamphetamine 28-100 Grams
Trafficking Cocaine 10-28 Grams
Possession with Intent to Distribute Xanax
Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana
Possession of a Firearm during the Commis-
sion of a Violent Crime (four counts)
Possession of Stolen Vehicle $2,000-$10,000

Schmader was denied bond on the drug and 
weapons charges, and bond was set at $5,000 
surety on the Possession of Stolen Vehicle 
charge.  She remains in the Lancaster County 
Detention Center.

Robert Eric White
Trafficking Methamphetamine 28-100 Grams
Trafficking Cocaine 10-28 Grams
Possession with Intent to Distribute Xanax
Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana
Possession of a Firearm during the Commis-
sion of a Violent Crime (four counts)

White was denied bond and remains in the de-
tention center.

Kimberly Shelton Patrick   
Possession with Intent to Distribute Metham-
phetamine
Possession with Intent to Distribute Marijuana

Patrick was released last Thursday after post-
ing bonds totaling $12,500.

Adrian Hunter Pittman
Possession with Intent to Distribute Metham-
phetamine
Possession with Intent to Distribute Xanax

Pittman remains in the detention center on 
bonds totaling $30,000.

Judith Marie Wright

Possession with Intent to Distribute Metham-
phetamine
Possession with Intent to Distribute Xanax

Wright remains in the detention center on 
bonds totaling $20,000.

	 “This has been a months-long inves-
tigation based on complaints we received and 
information our investigators developed over 
time,” said Sheriff Barry Faile.  “Schmader has 
folks in and out of this house all the time, and 
we weren’t surprised to find several people and 
the quantities of different drugs when we went 
in with the search warrant.  It’s good to get this 

location shut down, and 
I appreciate the work of 
our investigators and the 
help of SLED and HSI.”

 (All defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in court.)

	 Anyone with 
information about this 
or any other case should 
call the Lancaster Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office at 
803-283-3388 and select 
Option 4 or submit a tip 
in one of the follow-
ing ways:  use the link 
www.p3tips.com/983 
or download the P3Tips 
mobile app available for 
both Apple and Android 
devices.  Crime tips may 
be made anonymously. 


