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but important step to make 
sure the men and women who 
�S�X�W���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���L�Q���K�D�U�P�¶�V���Z�D�\��
for us have the support and 
�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�\���G�H�V�H�U�Y�H��

Fargo’s, Hyco’s, Rico’s, 
Coba’s, Wick’s, and Mikka’s 
Law (H.3034) sponsored 
�E�\�� �5�H�S���� �&�R�O�O�L�Q�V�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G��
out of House Judiciary 
Subcommittee last week, 
strengthening penalties for 
those who harm or kill a 
law enforcement horse or 
�.���� �R�I�¿�F�H�U���� �+�D�Q�G�O�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �.����
�R�I�¿�F�H�U�V�� �I�U�R�P�� ������ �F�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V��
across South Carolina came 
to the State House to advocate 
for the bill and stand up for the 
�.���V���Z�K�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�O�R�Q�J�V�L�G�H���W�K�H�P����
These highly trained dogs 
track dangerous criminals, 
protect their handlers, and 
play a vital role in keeping our 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���V�D�I�H��

Street takeovers are 
reckless and dangerous 
events that put lives at risk. 
�+�������������� �V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �5�H�S����
�'�D�Y�L�G�� �0�D�U�W�L�Q���� �F�U�D�F�N�V�� �G�R�Z�Q��
on these illegal gatherings 
and holds participants 
�D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�O�H���� �7�K�H�� �E�L�O�O�� �S�D�V�V�H�G��
the House Judiciary Criminal 
Law Subcommittee last week 
and now moves forward in the 
legislative process, giving law 
enforcement stronger tools to 
stop dangerous behavior and 
�N�H�H�S���R�X�U���U�R�D�G�V���V�D�I�H��

Fighting for Affordability
House Republicans continue 
working on policies that help 
South Carolinians keep more 
of what they earn and protect 
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���I�U�R�P���U�L�V�L�Q�J���F�R�V�W�V�����/�D�V�W��
�Z�H�H�N���� �W�K�H�� �+�R�X�V�H�� �:�D�\�V�� �D�Q�G��
�0�H�D�Q�V�� �&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�G��
�+�������������� �6�R�X�W�K�� �&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V�� �W�D�[��
�F�R�Q�I�R�U�P�L�W�\�� �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H��
�E�L�O�O���D�O�L�J�Q�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���W�D�[���F�R�G�H��
with federal provisions so 
�W�D�[�S�D�\�H�U�V�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�Q�H�¿�W�� �I�U�R�P��
federal tax relief measures, 
including provisions from 
�W�K�H�� �³�2�Q�H�� �%�L�J�� �%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �%�L�O�O���´��
while also simplifying the 
�¿�O�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�F�H�V�V�� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�Q�J��
�X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�� �W�D�[�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�V����
House Republicans remain 
committed to lowering taxes 
and making South Carolina 
�P�R�U�H���D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H��

The Insurance Rate 
Reduction and Policyholder 
Protection Act (H.4817) 
advanced in a House Labor, 

�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���� �D�Q�G�� �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\��
�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �Z�H�H�N���� �7�K�L�V��
legislation focuses on bringing 
greater transparency and 
oversight to insurance rate 
increases while strengthening 
�S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �S�R�O�L�F�\�K�R�O�G�H�U�V����
The goal is to make coverage 
more affordable and accessible 
for South Carolina families 
while ensuring consumers are 
treated fairly and protected 
�I�U�R�P���X�Q�I�D�L�U���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V��

Putting South Carolina First
Chinese Telecommunications 
�2�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�� �3�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q��
���+�������������� �V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �5�H�S����
Gilliam passed the House 
�0�H�G�L�F�D�O���� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���� �3�X�E�O�L�F��
�D�Q�G�� �0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O�� �$�I�I�D�L�U�V�� �����0����
Committee last week, taking an 
important step to protect South 
�&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
�D�Q�G�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �7�K�H��
�E�L�O�O�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�V�� �D�� �������P�L�O�H��
�E�X�I�I�H�U�� �]�R�Q�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �V�W�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G��
federal military bases and 
prohibits companies owned 
or controlled by the Chinese 
Communist Party from owning 
or controlling land in that area 
for telecommunications or 
�E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�� �W�R�Z�H�U�V���� �� �7�K�H��
legislation also requires certain 
equipment to be replaced with 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���P�D�G�H�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\��
�L�Q�V�W�D�O�O�H�G�� �E�\�� �8���6���� �F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V����
ensuring critical infrastructure 
�Q�H�D�U���R�X�U���E�D�V�H�V���L�V���V�H�F�X�U�H�����7�K�L�V��
legislation puts South Carolina 
�D�Q�G�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�� �¿�U�V�W��
by standing up to foreign 
adversaries and protecting 
�V�H�Q�V�L�W�L�Y�H���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

�$�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V���� �,�� �D�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H�� �W�K�H��
opportunity to represent you 
and to keep you informed 
about the work being done 
�L�Q�� �&�R�O�X�P�E�L�D���� �,�� �Z�H�O�F�R�P�H�� �\�R�X�U��
feedback and encourage you 
to reach out if you have any 
questions or would like more 
information on these or other 
issues before the General 
�$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\��
To keep up with my legislative 
updates:
Facebook Link:  https://
� Z � Z � Z � � � I � D � F � H � E � R � R � N � � � F � R � P � �
�(�O�H�F�W�&�R�G�\�7�0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O
�:�H�E�V�L�W�H�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z��
�F�R�G�\�W�P�L�W�F�K�H�O�O���F�R�P��
�(�P�D�L�O�� �F�W�P�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�V�F�#�J�P�D�L�O��
com
�3�K�R�Q�H������������������������������������

To keep up with the SC House 
Republican Caucus: 
�6�&�+�R�X�V�H�*�2�3���)�D�F�H�E�R�R�N
�6�&�+�R�X�V�H�*�2�3���,�Q�V�W�D�J�U�D�P
�6�&�+�R�X�V�H�*�2�3���;�������7�Z�L�W�W�H�U
SCHouseGOP Website

�:�U�H�Q�� �D�O�V�R�� �Z�R�Q�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
beat reporting, while Holdman won third 
�S�O�D�F�H�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �D�O�O�� �H�Q�W�U�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���$����
�W�K�H���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���G�D�L�O�\��
�Q�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V��

�,�Q�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�� �D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
ceremony, Holdman won second place 
�I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U�� �I�R�U�� �,�Q�W�H�J�U�L�W�\�� �L�Q�� �1�H�Z�V��
�5�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�� �D�P�R�Q�J�� �D�O�O�� �G�D�L�O�L�H�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H����
�,�W���Z�D�V���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�O���\�H�D�U��
�L�Q���D���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���W�K�D�W���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���³�L�P�S�D�U�W�L�D�O����
�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�Q�G���I�D�L�U���Q�H�Z�V���´

�+�R�O�G�P�D�Q�¶�V���Z�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���H�Q�W�U�\���Z�D�V���D�Q���D�U�W�L�F�O�H��
about calls to overhaul the Federal 
�(�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�\�� �0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�� �$�J�H�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G��
its role in helping South Carolinians 
�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���I�U�R�P���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�V��

�7�K�H�� ���������� �Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V�� �U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G�� �Z�R�U�N��
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�� �P�L�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U��
�����������D�Q�G���P�L�G���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������������

�,�W���Z�D�V���R�Q�O�\���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���*�D�]�H�W�W�H��
�K�D�V���F�R�P�S�H�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�V���D�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
annual contest, which awards the 
�V�W�D�W�H�¶�V�� �E�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P���� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J��
articles, photos, columns, editorials, 
�D�Q�G���S�D�J�H���O�D�\�R�X�W�V��

�7�K�H�� �Q�R�Q�S�U�R�¿�W�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �R�X�W�O�H�W�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�H�G�� �L�Q��
a division that included The Post and 
Courier, The State, and the Greenville 
�1�H�Z�V��

�(�Y�H�U�\�� �U�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�� �Z�K�R�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H��
�*�D�]�H�W�W�H���L�Q�������������Z�D�V���D���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U��

�6�N�\�O�D�U�� �/�D�L�U�G�� �Z�R�Q�� �¿�Y�H�� �D�Z�D�U�G�V���� �7�K�H�\��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �W�Z�R�� �¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�� �D�Z�D�U�G�V�� �L�Q��
�'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���$��

Her articles on budget earmarks, 
free school meals, and efforts to 
�E�D�Q�� �D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V�� �H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �I�R�U��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���E�H�D�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��

Judges called them “stories that do a 
good job of explaining to readers how 
government action and votes can affect 
�W�K�H�P���´

�6�K�H���W�R�R�N���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�Q�G���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���D�U�W�V��
�D�Q�G���H�Q�W�H�U�W�D�L�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���W�R�S���S�U�L�]�H��
was for an article about a play on the 
Gullah Geechee experience during the 
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q��

“The creative framing of historical 
�¿�J�X�U�H�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���P�D�N�H�V��
the history engaging, emotional and 
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W���S�U�R�Y�R�N�L�Q�J���´�� �W�K�H�� �M�X�G�J�H�V�� �Z�U�R�W�H����
�³�2�Y�H�U�D�O�O�����L�W���E�U�L�Q�J�V���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���W�U�X�W�K�V���W�R���O�L�I�H��
�Z�K�L�O�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�L�Q�J�� �G�H�H�S�H�U�� �U�H�À�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�Q��
�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���S�D�V�W���´

Laird and Holdman won for their 
�U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���K�H�D�O�W�K���W�R�S�L�F�V��

�,�Q���K�H�D�O�W�K���E�H�D�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J�����D���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\���I�R�U��
�D�O�O�� �G�D�L�O�L�H�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�� ���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W�� �G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�V������
Holdman won second, and Laird placed 
�W�K�L�U�G��

�+�R�O�G�P�D�Q�� �Z�R�Q�� �I�R�X�U�� �D�Z�D�U�G�V�� �R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���� �,�Q��
education beat reporting, she placed 
�V�H�F�R�Q�G���I�R�U���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���$��

Former reporter Shaun Chornobroff won 
third place in government beat reporting, 
�D�O�V�R���I�R�U���'�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���$��

�7�K�H�� �D�Z�D�U�G�� �V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �8�6�&�¶�V��
journalism school is named in memory of 
�.�H�Q�Q�H�W�K���:�����%�D�O�G�Z�L�Q���-�U�������D���8�6�&���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H��
�D�Q�G�� �E�H�Q�H�I�D�F�W�R�U�� �R�I�� �¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�L�V�P��
�H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �H�G�L�W�R�U��
�G�L�H�G���L�Q�������������D�W���D�J�H��������

�:�U�H�Q�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �*�D�]�H�W�W�H��
�O�D�V�W�� �0�D�\���� �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �3�R�U�W�V��
�$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
�/�R�Z�F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��

His winning entries covered the impact of 
tariffs on the Port of Charleston, efforts to 
�K�H�O�S���6�R�X�W�K���&�D�U�R�O�L�Q�D�¶�V���V�R�\�E�H�D�Q���I�D�U�P�H�U�V����
and project delays at a taxpayer-funded 
�U�D�L�O���\�D�U�G��

Judges wrote that his reporting stood out 
in a year when many entries involved 
�W�D�U�L�I�I�V��

�³�,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�� �H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W�� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���� �K�H��
has a knack for explaining key factors 
in such a way that every reader can 
�X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���´�� �M�X�G�J�H�V�� �Z�U�R�W�H���� �³�+�H�� �D�O�V�R��
�O�R�R�N�V���D�W���N�H�\���L�V�V�X�H�V���I�U�R�P���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���D�Q�J�O�H�V����
Finally, he interviews an impressive 

range of expert sources, giving his 
�Z�R�U�N���P�R�U�H���G�H�S�W�K���W�K�D�Q���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���´

�7�K�H�� �6�&�� �'�D�L�O�\�� �*�D�]�H�W�W�H�� �O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G�� �R�Q��
�1�R�Y���� �������� ������������ �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �����W�K�� �D�I�¿�O�L�D�W�H��
�R�I�� �6�W�D�W�H�V�� �1�H�Z�V�U�R�R�P���� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W�� �V�W�D�W�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �Q�R�Q�S�U�R�¿�W�� �Q�H�Z�V��
�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

�,�W�� �L�V�� �D�Q�� �D�G���I�U�H�H���� �R�Q�O�L�Q�H�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �R�X�W�O�H�W��

�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �J�U�D�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V����
�:�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �*�D�]�H�W�W�H�� �G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W�� �S�U�L�Q�W�� �D��
newspaper, it offers a free subscription 
to emailed newsletters that arrive in 
�L�Q�E�R�[�H�V���V�L�[���P�R�U�Q�L�Q�J�V���D���Z�H�H�N��

Holdman and Laird are part of the outlet’s 
founding team. Chornobroff worked for 
the Gazette from January through June of 
2025.

SCPA Winners
continued from page 7


