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“Doing nothing is sometimes 
one of the highest of the duties 
of man.” – G.K. Chesterton
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for me.” – Bible (Galatians 2:20)

Bill and Mary had been married 
for several years and generally 
they were both happy. Bill was a
busy man, with many activities 
and responsibilities, and he did 
them all well. In his secular
employment he held a high-level 
supervisory position and all those 
who worked for him or with
him trusted him and usually were 
very supportive of his decisions. 
They obeyed him when he
was the boss and encouraged him 
even when they didn’t report to 
him.
He was active in his church and 
knew it was important to not 
think too highly of himself. He
believed Godly men must be 
willing to admit that they aren’t 
perfect; they too can fail. He was
very familiar with Romans 3:23 
in the Bible, which says “for all 
have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.”
Bill and Mary’s friends all re-
spected him and his many abili-
ties. Whenever he started a new
project, whether it was on his job 
or in the church, they were right 
there with him.
One unspoken concern lurked in 
the background of the minds of 
many who knew him and
followed him, however. Bill was 
almost too perfect. His perfec-
tion persona was enhanced by his
constant admission that he wasn’t 
perfect. He gave the impression, 
although he wouldn’t admit

and maybe didn’t even recog-
nize, that he was “perfect” in the 
acknowledgement of his
imperfections.
Donald McCullough has written 
a book entitled “The Consola-
tions of Imperfection.”
McCullough shares how he was 
a very successful church leader 
and pastor. He had the respect of
all. And then he fell. He sinned 
against God, his fellow man, and 
his wife. He went from the top
to the bottom. For him, who had 
been at the top for so long, it was 
devastating.
Quoting McCullough, “During 
the darkest days of my life, when 
my past seemed ruined by
failure and my future seemed 
nonexistent, when I could neither 
go backward to memories nor
go forward to expectations, I re-
discovered a story from the New 
Testament – the account of
Jesus raising Lazarus from the 
dead in the eleventh chapter of 
the Gospel of John. I had read 
this
story many, many times, even 
preached sermons on it. But my 
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me to hear it afresh, and whereas 
I had always considered it a story 
about resurrection, I began to
understand that it was as much 
about death.”
McCullogh then goes on to say 
that he now felt he was dead. 
“My life was over. That may 
sound
overly dramatic; in retrospect, it 
was an exaggeration, but at the 
time, it seemed as though I had

died, been buried, and was lying 
in a cold tomb…..I realized that I 
had nothing left to do. The
only “work” left required of me 
was the anti-work of surren-
der…...Lazarus would be my 
model,

but he wasn’t much help because 
he just seemed to lie there in si-
lence. Then it occurred to me
that that was precisely the point. 
A dead man does nothing.”
McCullough tried self-help 
books and seminars, and dis-
ciplines to adopt, but nothing 
helped. So
he “let go, gave up, accepted 
that I was nothing but Lazarus. 
….. If resurrection would ever
happen for him, it would only 
happen to him……Resurrection 
is not self-renewal, not the
glorious conclusion of a pro-
gram of self-improvement. It is 
a gift that comes from the out-
side. It
is the grace of new creation. 
With nothing left to do but trust 
this grace, peace comes.”
As I read these words, I thought 
about the many times I tried self-
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trust God as we walk through 
life, but it’s the only way.
Family and Marriage Coalition 
of Aiken (FAMCO) was created 
to provide resources for you to
succeed in your marriage and 
families. Roger Rollins, Execu-
tive Director, FAMCO, 803-640-
4689. Let us know how we can 
help.
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OPERATION EPIC FURY APPEAR 
HEADING TO THE NEXT PHASE 

By Bill Connor

With Operation Epic Fury 
passing the two-week mark, 
progress has been well ahead 
of schedule. Within days the 
top Iranian leadership was 
eliminated, the Iranian Air Force 
was destroyed, and the Iranian 
Navy was sunk. Iranian missile 
attacks went down over 90% 
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the majority of Iranian missile 
launchers have been destroyed. 
Though Iranian UAV attacks 
persist, that capability is severely 
degraded. Despite all this, the 
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choosing the late Ayatollah’s son 
as successor Ayatollah against our 
warnings. With the air campaign 
successes, the US and Israel 
are now considering the next 
potential phase on the ground.
         First, President Trump’s 

statements and prior actions make 
clear he will not send American 
ground forces for regime change. 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth has 
repeated the same many times. 
Beyond transferring a relatively 
modest Marine ground contingent 
of a couple thousand to the 
region, nothing to indicates the 
Administration is massing forces 
for a ground invasion. A limited 
seizure of the small Kharg Island 
in the Persian Gulf and special 
operations missions are likely all. 
President Trump knows he has the 
support of the American people 
for an air campaign of limited 
duration, not a lengthy ground 
war. Trump will not publicly take 
a ground invasion off the table due 
to messaging to Iran’s leadership, 
but it isn’t happening.
         As America and Israel will 
not invade Iran, that leaves the 
80% of the Iranian people who hate the regime. The problem 

right now, though, is that the 
Iranian people are disarmed 
and suffered the deaths of tens 
of thousands protesting the 
regime. Despite the damage 
done to the regime from the 
air, the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC) 
leadership has made it clear 
civilians leaving their houses 
to protest will die. They have 
sent their brutal paramilitary 
“Basij” units into Iranian 
cities and towns to scare 
the people from attempting 
anything against the regime. 
Despite the encouragement 
from Trump and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
in encouraging the people to 
take back their country, that 
appears unlikely right now.
          The other ground forces 
that could overthrow the 
regime is the Iranian Kurds in 
the mountainous northwestern 
region of Iran. These are the 
same Kurdish ethnic group 
we dealt with in Northern Iraq 
Around Mosul and in Syria. 
According to the Kurdish 
Institute of Paris, Kurds are 
the fourth largest ethnic group 
in the Middle East, with 
between 36-45 million Kurds 
https://www.institutkurde.org/
en/info/who-is-the-kurdish-
i n s t i t u t e - s - 1 2 3 2 5 5 0 9 9 0  
Within Iran, Kurds number 
between 7-15 million or 8-17% 
of the population (according to 
London’s Think Tank Chatham 
House).  
       USA TODAY recently 
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base north of the capital of 
Iraq’s Kurdistan Region about 
a ground invasion: “‘When 
we cross the border, the 
United States should secure 
the skies for us and protect 
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commander with the Kurdistan 
Freedom Party (PAK), one 
of several Iranian Kurdish 
separatist groups based in 
northern Iraq, in an interview 
on March 11. “We do not need, 
nor do we expect, people to 
take to the streets,’ he said, 
referring to comments made 
by Trump on Feb. 28 when he 
urged Iranians as the bombing 
operation began to “take over 
your government. It will be 
yours to take.” Israel’s leader 
has made similar comments.” 
https://www.usatoday.com/
story/news/world/2026/03/15/
kurdish-fighters-iran-war-
trump/89133073007/
     A Kurdish ground invasion 
to topple the regime would be 
challenging. The Kurds are 
made up of many different 
factions living throughout 
Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria and 
beyond. Some factions are 
opposed to an invasion into 
Iran. The focus of a Kurdish 
invasion force would likely 
be on carving out of Iran what 
Kurds believe to be Kurdistan. 
Kurds would require logistics 
and air support from Israel 
and the US to succeed (likely 
would also have to involve US 
advisers/coordinators). Iran’s 
majority Persian population 
would probably appreciate any 
ground force attacking IRGC 
and Basij forces. The Persians, 
however, would not want to 
come underneath the political 
control of the Kurds, nor lose 
part of Iran to a Kurdistan. 
These complicated dynamics 
explain why on March 5 Trump 
supported a Kurdish invasion, 

but two days later acknowledged 
it would just complicate matters.
     As the Iranian regime is 
further degraded from the air, 
I expect to see some level of 
defections from the regular 
Iranian security forces and even 
IRGC and Basij. In recent days, 
Israel struck Iran’s state-run 
bank data center. This bank pays 
the salaries for Iranian military 
and IRGC servicemembers, 
and this disruption is expected 
to mean those servicemembers 
aren’t paid. In a regime like 
in Iran, this can quickly result 
of soldiers leaving the Army 
and even turning against the 
regime. https://www.jpost.com/
middle-east/iran-news/article-
889604#google_vignette  As 
things get worse, the Kurds and 
other ethnic minorities in Iran 
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forces where possible. As the 
military slowly turns against the 
regime, the Persian people will 
become armed. When the regime 
sends conventional ground forces 
to suppress people’s uprisings, 
US and Israeli forces can destroy 
regime military forces from the 
air.
    Deuteronomy 20:4 reminds 
us “For the Lord your God is 
�K�H�� �Z�K�R�� �J�R�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �\�R�X�� �W�R�� �¿�J�K�W��
for you against your enemies, 
to give you the victory”. Epic 
Fury’s ultimate victory is going 
to be by the Lord as long as we 
keep faith with Him.  


