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Native artists, quilting advocate to receive
2026 Folk Heritage Award
Award recipients from Lancaster, Oconee
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and Orangeburg counties
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COLUMBIA, S.C. —Thisyear, the

Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage

Awards will be presented by the
General Assembly to honor Native

artists working in beadwork and
Catawba pottery and basketry
and an advocate for traditional
quilting.

The two practicing artists and one
advocate are being honored for
talents that help keep traditional
South Carolina artforms alive
and as ambassadors of traditions
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throughout the state. They embody
folklife's multigenerational nature
and the way it fuses artistic and
utilitarian ideals.
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Beckee Garris: Artist, Catawba
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Tammy Leach: Artist, Beadwork to four artists or organizations
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Catawba crafts, Beckee Garris
(Artist, Catawba Pottery and
Basketry) is a celebrated
potter, storyteller, and longleaf
pine needle basket maker. Her
artistry is deeply rooted in
her lineage as the descendant
of Catawba chiefs, and her
work serves as a vital link to
ancestral traditions. Beyond
her physica crafts, she
contributes to the preservation
of the “living arts’ through her
work onthe Catawbal anguage
Committee. For Garris, every

Tammy, and Laurel for their
dedication to keeping aive the
4 traditions that have become an
inheritance for al of us.”

Recipients of the Jean Laney
Harris Folk Heritage Awards
and South Carolina Governor’s
Awardsfor theArtsare honored
during astreaming presentation
of the South Carolina Arts
Awards, availableonthe SCAC
YouTube Channel Sunday,
May 17 at 7 p.m. EDT.
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Varnertown Indians. An expert
in traditional Native beadwork
and a dedicated educator,
she shares tribal history
and arts through workshops
and exhibits at major South
Carolina institutions. Leach
fostersadeeper appreciationfor
Lowcountry Native heritage,
ensuring the Wassamasaw
Tribe's vibrant legacy remains
aliving practice.

About the 2026 Jean Laney
Harris Folk Heritage Award
recipients

Headshot of Beckee Garris
Beckee Garris, by Mandy
Catoe

Headshot of Tammy Leach
Tammy Leach

Headshot of Laurel Horton
Laurel Horton
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WE'RE NOW

MAINTENANCE WORKER
(FLOATING)

$15-16 per hour

Laurel McKay Horton
(Advocacy, Quilting) is an
acclamed  folklorist  and
quilt researcher whose work
bridges the gap between
material culture and family
history. With degrees from
the University of Kentucky
and UNC-Chapel Hill, she
has pioneered the study of
quilts as “material behavior.”
A longtime leader and editor
for the American Quilt Study
Group, Horton was inducted
into the Quilters Hall of Fame
in 2025. An active quilter
since 1975, she has dedicated
her career to documenting
textile traditions and fostering
community through South

* Review the full job description at Carolina'squilting guilds

www.townofkershawsc.gov
¢ Download & complete an employment
application from the town website
e Submit the application, your resume &
references, and a cover letter to
chris.keefer@townofkershawsc.gov

Read more about the recipients.

About the South Carolina Arts
Commission

The mission of the South
Carolina Arts Commission is
to expand access to the arts
and foster the cultivation of
creativity in South Carolina.
We envision a South Carolina
where the arts are vaued
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Contact us Today for Inmediate Hire

A&T Care
Striving to Enlighten Patient Care, One Patient at a Time
207 W. Sumter St., Kershaw, SC 29067
(803)-577-1776 (OFFICE)
atadultdaycare16@gmail.com

variety of creative experiences.

A state agency created by
the South Carolina General
Assembly in 1967, the
SCAC works to increase

public participation in
the arts through grants,
direct programs, staff

assistance and partnerships
in artist development, arts
industry, arts learning,

folklife and traditional arts.
Headquartered in Columbia,
S.C.,theSCACisfundedbythe
state of South Carolina, by the
federal government through
the National Endowment for
the Arts, and other sources.
Visit SouthCarolinaArts.com
or call 803.734.8696, and
follow @SCArtsComm on
Facebook, Instagram, and X
for #Arts48C and #SCArtists
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