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Opinion / Editorial
“Marriage was once a sacra-
ment, then it became a contract, 
and now it is an arrangement.” – 
James Q. Wilson

“Haven’t you read,” he replied, 
“that at the beginning the Creator 
‘made them male and female,’ 
and said, ‘For this reason a man 
will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the 
two will become one flesh’? So 
they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one sepa-
rate.” – Bible (Matthew 19:4-6)

Hypothetical but realistic conver-
sations between friends at a re-
union:   
   Sarah and Tom just had a lavish 
destination wedding.
   Alex proudly announced he’s 
happily single and will focus on 
his career.
   Jamie and Chris have been living 
together for years with no plans to 
marry.
   Pat and Jordan recently separated 
but are co-parenting beautifully.
   George and Jack are having prob-
lems in their live-in relationship.

What is your view of marriage to-
day? When we try to live life on 
our own, we have a multitude of 
choices about our lifestyles. We 
can choose to live together as a 
man and woman without mar-
riage. We can choose to live with 
someone of our same sex. We can 
choose multiple sexual relation-
ships with partners, both female 
and male. The world tells us we 
can choose whatever we want. 
There are no guidelines.

Unfortunately, much of today’s 
society applies the idea of no 
guidelines across the board, in any 
relationship. Any disagreement 
between two (or more) people can 
lead to violence, and this societal 
behavior definitely affects mar-
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riages today. Just do whatever 
feels right at the moment; what-
ever pleases me, myself, and I.

Even when a man and a woman 
eventually choose to marry, a 
study by George Barna (barna.org) 
reported that 70 percent of couples 
decide to cohabitate first; it’s like 
they want to run a test drive. It’s 
similar to buying a car; we want 
to see if connecting long term 
with this particular person will be 
good for us. However, cohabitat-
ing couples were 48 percent more 
likely for their marriages to end 
than those who at least wait until 
they are engaged to start living to-
gether.

There is a better way than all the 
options described above. The first 
and most important component 
for a long and successful marriage 
is to recognize that marriage is an 
institution designed by God. If we 
take God out of the picture, it sim-
ply becomes another human orga-
nization that we can operate as we 
choose.
Marriage was created so that a 
man and a woman can enter into a 
covenantal relationship, ultimate-
ly serving God through faithful 
intimacy, children, and a life that 
demonstrates God’s plan for our 
lives.
We may summarize the Bible 
(God’s) definition as follows.

Consent. Marriage is a voluntary 
union. A man and a woman will-
ingly choose to be married to each 
other.
Public. Marriage is a public union. 
While intimacy is private, the na-
ture of the union is to be public. 
The man and the woman promise 
before witnesses that each will be 
faithful to the other until one of 
them dies.
One man and one woman: het-
erosexual and monogamous. 
Marriage is between a man and a 

woman, one of each. This is how 
God created humankind. 
From different families. The Bi-
ble consistently condemns incest, 
which is sexual intimacy between 
non-spouse family members or 
close relatives.
Lifelong faithfulness. Faithful-
ness, or faithful love, lies at the 
heart of the marriage relationship. 
Marriage is not at root about our 
feelings (which come and go) but 
about keeping a promise. Scripture 
speaks of marriage as a covenant 
to which God is witness. When a 
man and a woman marry (whether 
or not they are believers), they are 
joined together by God. Neither 
one of them nor any other person 
is to separate what God has joined.
Marriage has, of course, many 
culturally variable expressions. 
People enter marriage through 
varied ceremonies and engage in 
marriage in different ways. But, 
in its essence, the institution is 
established and designed by God 
and will only succeed with His in-
timate involvement.
Family and Marriage Coalition of 
Aiken (FAMCO) was created to 
provide resources for you to suc-
ceed in your marriage and fami-
lies. Roger Rollins, Executive 
Director, FAMCO, 803-640-4689. 
Let us know how we can help.

By Bill Connor

 On Monday, June 1, UK authorities 
released the body cam footage 
of the last stages of the death of 
Henry Nowak. Nowak was a white, 
18-year-old university student 
in Southhampton, and had been 
stabbed by a Sikh named Vickrum 
Digwa. Digwa stabbed Nowak five 
times, but took Nowak’s phone and 
Digwa called police with the lie that 
Henry had racially abused Digwa. 
Police arrived at the scene and 
arrested/handcuffed dying Nowak 
while coddling the murderer. I 
have seen men die in combat but 
found it hard to watch the body cam 
footage of Nowak’s death. Most 
horrendous was the inhumanity of 
the police towards Nowak as they 
essentially called him a liar and 
cuffed him as he died. This has 

brought rioting throughout the UK 
and even unrest in parts of Europe. 
Many are now speaking out about 
the complete failure of UK migrant 
policies and “two tier” (anti-white) 
policing. Most now accept that fact 
of a fundamental darkness pushing 
out light. The real cause of all the 
problems in Europe is the turn 
away from Christianity and what 
has filled the gap. Turning from 
God has brought crime, injustice, 
censorship, socialism, weakness 
and pervading disorder. America 
must take the warning.
       The evidence of the turn from 
Christianity and consequences are 
clear. Up until the 20th century, 
being British and being Christian 
were virtually synonymous. Europe 
was “Christendom” throughout 
most recorded history due to 
overwhelming Christianity. This 

has changed drastically over the 
last few decades. In 2021 only 
46.2% of the British identified as 
Christian. https://www.ons.gov.uk/
peoplepopulationandcommunity/
culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/
r e l i g i o n e n g l a n d a n d w a l e s /
census2021  It’s worse now. The UK 
is primarily non-Christian and on 
track to become Islamic. The issues 
lamented by the British now (crime, 
censorship, two-tier policing, 
socialism, etc.) have grown while 
Christianity has plummeted.
         American religious decline 
is not a drastic as with Europe but 
bad and getting worse.  A year and 
a half ago, both Gallup and Wall 
Street Journal conducted surveys 
of religion among Americans. The 
results were shocking. In 1998, 62% 
of Americans rated religion as “very 
important”. By 2019 it was only 
48% and dropped to 39% by 2024. 
https://news.gallup.com/opinion/
polling-matters/544508/measuring-
trends-americans-personal-values.
aspx  Like in Europe, the decline 
of religion in religion in America 
is steep and speeding up. Also like 
in Europe, America has suffered a 
steep moral decline while religion 
plummeted. In 1970, the overall 
American marriage rate was 
at 76.5%, yet sunk to 31.1% a 
half century later.  https://www.
nationalreview.com/news/u-s-
marriage-rate-has-declined-60-
percent-since-1970-study-shows/  
The decline in marriage started in 
the 1970s but sped up substantially 
as religion declined. In the 2000s, 
states began to expand the definition 
of marriage. By 2012, then 
President Obama openly supported 
gay marriage and by 2015 it was 
made a Constitutional right. Around 
this time the ideological extremes 
of transgenderism, including 
forceful demands for minor 
transsexual medical procedures, 
were mainstreamed. Like in the UK, 
uncontrolled immigration pervaded, 
particularly the non-Christian, non-
Western.  
      With this religious and moral 
decline came attacks on those 
upholding traditional American 
Biblical morality. Parents at school 
boards attempting to fight drag 
queens and transgenderism, became 
targets of Federal law enforcement 
under Joe Biden. Patriotism and 
Biblical morality came to be 
stigmatized as “extremism” or 
“white supremacy”. After Elon 
Musk purchased Twitter, Americans 
learned about rising censorship that 
was like the UK experience. Under 
Biden, the Federal government 
had been pressuring big tech to 
censor and suppress conservative 
and religious voices, particularly if 
those voices opposed progressive 
ideology. Traditional Biblically and 
morally based organizations, like 
the Boy Scouts, were undermined. 
Children were taught to question 
their God-given sexuality. Those 
opposing this depravity were called 
“bigots” and worse. All with the 
drop in Christianity as in Europe.
       The Trump administration 
has been fighting the moral 
decline from within the Federal 
government through new orders 
reversing the damage. As expected, 
the resistance has been immense. 
This is particularly with regards to 
immigration enforcement but also 
fighting corruption and protecting 
children. The other side fights 
desperately to put America back on 
the track we see with Godlessness 
in Europe.
        Throughout our nation’s 
history, we have risen to greatness 
as uniquely Godfearing people. 
As Alexis de Tocqueville put it 
in the 1830s “there is no other 
nation on Earth in which the 
Christian religion retains greater 
influence over the souls of men as 

in America” https://www.journals.
uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/4864
94?journalCode=jr#:~:text=He%20
reminded%20his%20fellow%20
Europeans,felt%20over%20the%20
most%20enlight%2D  Many 
historians credit the Christian 
revival of First Great Awakening 
in America as having pushed 
America towards the Revolution. 
An ubiquitous Battle cry during 
the Revolution was “We have no 
King but Jesus”, not King George 
III https://fse.life/2014/07/23/
americas-christian-heritage-no-
king-but-jesus/. The distinctive 
religious character of the American 
people set them apart. In the national 
Prayer for the D-Day invasion in 
1944, President Roosevelt named 
“our religion” among what we were 
fighting to defend. Famed British 
Historian Paul Johnston claimed 
“America is, and always has been, 
a religious country” and that 
American exceptionalism was due 
to America being “Godfearing, and 
all that entails” https://www.aei.org/
research-products/speech/writing-
a-history-of-the-american-people/.
       Beyond all the Trump 
administration policies facing 
resistance, it is critical that 
individual Americans repent and 
turn back to God and encourage 
friend and family to do the same. I 
pray that the future will witness the 
beginning of a great revival which 
our nation so desperately needs. 
“Righteous exalts a nation, but sin 
is a reproof to any people”. May 
that be our battle cry as we celebrate 
our 250th anniversary.


