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Opinion / Editorial

“A generation which ignores 
history has no past — and no 
future.” – Robert A. Heinlein

“These commandments that 
I give you today are to be on 
your hearts. Impress them 
on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, 
when you lie down and when 
you get up.” – Bible (Deuter-
onomy 6:6-7)

The world around us seems to be 
changing daily. This includes not 
only technology, which is obvious, 
but lifestyles, political and religious 
affiliations, and the ways we relate 
to one another. As a member of an 
older generation, I watch the world 
go by, sometimes with wonderment, 
and often confusion. Some mem-
bers of my generation may live in 
communities insulated from what’s 
happening around them. However, 
with all the various real-time in-
formation sources, it’s hard to be 
totally ignorant of the changes tak-
ing place in the world today. Over 
a period of about 100 years, the 
changes between generations have 
been significant.
A generation is a group of people 
who were born roughly around 
the same time. This group tends 
to share experiences with and be 
influenced by similar technology, 
popular culture, historical events, 
and more. Jessica Sager, Entertain-
ment and Lifestyle Writer, has writ-
ten an article describing the various 
generations.
The Greatest Generation (born 
approximately 1901–1927), also 
known as the G.I. Generation, lived 
through the Great Depression, 
fought in World War II and are 
lauded for their abilities to adapt 
and thrive in crisis and are celebrat-
ed for leaving the world better than 
they found it.
The Silent Generation (born ap-
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proximately 1928–1945), were 
born during periods of war, and 
were described as “fatalistic” and 
practical, and generally opposed to 
war. They longed for a secure job 
and quiet, idyllic life.
The Baby Boomers (born approxi-
mately 1946–1964), were known 
for their post-World War II opti-
mism, and were largely shaped by 
the Cold War and Vietnam War. 
They popularized the “live to work” 
lifestyle.
Generation X, (born approximately 
1965–1980), have one of the high-
est rates of divorced parents. They 
are more focused on work-life bal-
ance than their workaholic Boomer 
parents because they were often 
“latch-key kids.”
Millennials (born approximately 
1981–1996), have lived through 
wars, social unrest, and family tur-
moil. Time labeled them the “me me 
me generation.” 
Generation Z (born approximately 
1997–2009), more social media-
savvy than their millennial peers, 
are more aware of social justice and 
political issues, largely due to their 
heavy social media use. 
Generation Alpha (born approxi-
mately 2010–2024), are defined by 
the digital age. This group has never 
known a time before the social me-
dia landscape as we know it. 
Generation Beta (born approxi-
mately 2025–2039), will face a 
rapidly changing world that’s domi-
nated by artificial intelligence, virtu-
al reality and quantum computing. 
Their response to this environment 
is yet to be seen.
In their teenage years, church atten-
dance was as follows: Baby Boom-
ers: 71%; Gen X: 64%; Millennials: 
58%; Gen Z: 52%. Perhaps not 
surprising, 61% of Gen Zers report 
feeling isolated and lonely during 
their teenage years compared to 
36% of Baby Boomers.
It is easy to get overwhelmed by 
numerous studies and their result-

ing statistics, many of which seem 
to conflict at times. On the one 
hand, Gen Z reports being “more 
connected” to friends than millen-
nials, but those connections are 
often digital instead of face to face, 
hence lacking deeper meaning.
Recent studies indicate that this 
current younger generation is 
becoming aware of the dangers of 
social media, and recently of AI 
(artificial intelligence). There is 
also an increasing interest in reli-
gion, or some “higher power.”
Perhaps an important lesson to 
learn here is that the different 
generations have much they can 
learn from each other. Rather 
than cancelling others because 
they have different views than we, 
peaceful dialogues between the 
different generations could be very 
beneficial.
This peaceful dialogue should start 
within the family, our neighbor-
hoods, and our churches. God is 
the same, but the world isn’t. If 
someone sees life differently, don’t 
cancel them; listen to them and 
discuss differences in openness 
and peace. 
Family and Marriage Coalition of 
Aiken (FAMCO) was created to 
provide resources for you to suc-
ceed in your marriage and families. 
Roger Rollins, Executive Director, 
FAMCO, 803-640-4689. Let us 
know how we can help.

By Bill Connor
         I have been thinking 
about this momentous 250th 
anniversary of Independence Day 
these past few days and what 
it means to me. In pondering 
what has made America 
exceptional, I have come to two 
main conclusions: 1. We were 
founded as a uniquely Christian 
nation with God as the source 
of our rights. The Declaration 
of Independence boldly declares 
that all men are “endowed by 
their creator with unalienable 
rights…” God is first in America. 
2. We Americans habitually 
take initiative to get things done 
without waiting for government. 
This habit of freedom and 
initiative is why Americans 
settled the continent and grew 
the greatest economy in the world 
during its first century. I had 
a unique experience of seeing 

these two prongs of American 
exceptionalism play out during a 
unique situation in Afghanistan, 
2007-2008. This experience is the 
best anecdote I could muster about 
our 250th birthday in terms of 
American exceptionalism.
           During my 2007-2008 
deployment to Southern 
Afghanistan, I was first assigned as 
Regional Joint Operations Officer 
then Commander of the advisory 
effort in Helmand Province. Our 
advisory teams operated within 
the battlespace of various NATO 
nations controlling the provinces 
making up the Southern Region. 
The British were in Helmand, the 
Canadians in Kandahar, the Dutch 
in Uruzgan, and Romanians in 
Qalat. This was unique, in that US 
forces were usually the majority 
military force with elements of 
other NATO nations attached. 
This unique situation allowed 
me to draw comparisons with 

the other nations. I will always 
honor our NATO brothers 
in arms and I appreciate our 
joint coalition efforts to fight 
the Taliban. Still, on this 250th 
Anniversary I must write 
about the exceptionalism of 
Americans there.
           First, background: Due to 
the surge in Iraq in early 2007, 
those of us units deploying 
to Afghanistan were at 50% 
strength for the missions. We 
trained for months at Ft. Riley, 
Kansas, to advise solely the 
Afghan National Army. Just 
before deploying, however, we 
experience a major change in 
mission: We were to take over 
the Afghan police train/advise 
mission at the same time as 
the Afghan National Army 
mission. The reason for the 
new mission was the Afghan 
police were being slaughtered 
by the Taliban. This mission 
change meant we would be 
vastly understrength in covering 
the two missions and same 
level of troops and resources. 
Additionally, as we were the 
first to take this mission, we 
had no real guidance of how 
to establish it during a violent 
Taliban spring/summer 
offensive. Things could not have 
been more challenging getting 
off the aircraft in Kandahar 
as the Taliban were attacking 
police throughout the region
           Despite all the challenges, 
American exceptionalism 
kicked in and we accomplished 
the mission. The American 
command and teams quickly 
adapted, showing the same 
ingenuity, initiative, and “can-
do” spirit that characterized 
American troops in the 
Revolution. The America 
advisory teams, during a violent 
and active period and operating 
within foreign coalition 
nation AOs throughout 
the region, put the new 
mission together. Provincial 
Headquarters and police 
advisory teams established 
themselves under fire. With 
little guidance, teams found 
resources to secure and sustain 
themselves by working with 
Afghan and NATO coalition 
forces. Compared with other 
coalition forces, Americans 
showed more initiative in 
coping with these unique 
circumstances. Americans did 
not have to wait for guidance, 
but made things happen and 
developed supporting missions. 
Americans, as a rule, were far 
more religious than the other 
European troops. They relied 
on their faith in God when 
leaving the wire. Every mission I 
was involved downrange always 
included prayers in Jesus’ name 
for the respective convoy group 
before leaving the wire. Even the 
Muslim interpreters with the 
teams joined these voluntary 
prayer groups.
        Coalition forces generally 
showed a more restrictive 
“big government” outlook in 
terms of operating outside 
strict control.  Americans have 
traditionally not looked to 
government first to fix problems 
that could be fixed otherwise. 
Throughout American 
history we have quickly 
formed voluntary groups and 
accomplished major projects 
on our own. This is without 

the necessity of government 
planning or involvement, as 
government has always remained 
small compared with Europe. US 
troops in Southern Afghanistan 
showed the same spirit of 
initiative we honor the American 
Patriot farmers with in taking on 
the British Empire.  We took loses 
during that time in Afghanistan, 
including two husband/fathers I 
will never forget killed in action 
during the first months there. 
Despite losses, the mission was 
a success. In my own province of 
Helmand, we were able to help 
the British forces in a number 
of ways through initiative. For 
example, we helped put an Afghan 
Border Police Battalion on the 
southern UK front lines to turn 
the tide there. So many other 
examples.
        My experience with our 
American heroes in Southern 
Afghanistan showed a microcosm 
of American exceptionalism. We 
Americans traditionally look 
to God first and put our faith 
in Him over government. This 
has fostered the initiative to 
accomplish seemingly impossible 
goals. Our reliance on God over 
government has given us the 
courage to take risks. It explains 
why Americans were first in 
air flight and first to the moon, 
among others. May we continue 
the next 250 years with the same 
exceptionalism and may God 
Bless America!


