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they’re Native Amer-
icans,” Downey said. 

“We want to know from 
everybody because that 
gives us a better sample 
size.”

Downey said some res-
idents have mistakenly 
believed the survey only 
applies to those with Na-
tive American heritage, 
but emphasized that ev-
ery response matters.

“I spoke to somebody 
this week that came in 
with their water bill and 
said, ‘Well, I’m not Na-
tive American, so I’m 
just going to throw this 
piece of paper away,’” 
Downey said. “I said, 
please fi ll it out with 
your address and say no, 
because then we have an 
answer for that address, 
and the more addresses 
that we have answers for, 
the better data that we’re 
going to be able to pro-
vide.”

The purpose of the sur-
vey is to help both cities 
better understand the 
percentage of residents 
with Native American 
heritage within their util-
ity service areas. That in-
formation is expected to 
support applications for 
funding tied to infrastruc-

ture improvements.
“They want to know, as 

close as we can, what per-
centage of the communi-
ty is Native,” Downey 
said. “It doesn’t matter if 
it’s Chickasaw or Apache 
or any other tribe. They 
use that to help determine 
how much, in terms of a 
percentage of the project, 
they’re willing to fund.”

Tuttle City Manager 
Dana Schoening said a 
strong response rate is es-
sential for demonstrating 
need and strengthening 
the overall application.

“It’s very important for 
the citizens to fi ll out the 
survey and that we get a 
really good response rate,” 
Schoening said.

“The response, we need 
a high response rate to 
demonstrate to the Indian 
Health Services that we 
have a number of com-
munity members who are 
going to benefi t by this 
infrastructure.”

While the survey in-
cludes questions related 
to Native American her-
itage, Schoening said the 
broader goal is to ensure 
the project benefi ts the 
entire community.

“We’re really looking at 
any citizen that has Na-
tive American heritage, 
and it doesn’t have to be 
100%. It could be any per-
centage, because they’re 

going to be customers of 
water as well,” Schoening 
said.

Both offi  cials said the 
survey is one step in a 
larger eff ort to address 
long-term infrastructure 
challenges facing both 
cities.

Downey said the proj-
ect itself focuses on ex-
panding water capacity 
and improving reliability 
for both communities as 
they continue to grow.

“Tuttle and Blanchard 
are working together in 
what’s called the Grady 
McClain County Utili-
ty Trust,” Downey said. 

“We’re working together 
to build a new booster 
station and storage in the 
vicinity of Highway 37 
and County Line Road so 
that we can bring more 
water to Blanchard and 
help Tuttle with their wa-
ter needs as they continue 
to grow as well.”

The partnership refl ects 
a shared understanding 
that regional cooperation 
is necessary to tackle in-
frastructure challenges 
that extend beyond city 
boundaries.

“We know that working 
with our neighbors is bet-
ter than working against 
our neighbors,” Downey 
said. “The things that are 
good for Tuttle are typi-
cally good for Blanchard, 

and the things that are 
good for Blanchard are 
typically good for Tuttle.”

Schoening echoed that 
sentiment, pointing to 
the collaboration as a 
positive step toward ad-
dressing one of the most 
critical issues facing both 
communities.

“We’re doing what we 
can, looking at every 
area, every potential part-
ner, to help fund this,” 
Schoening said. “Which 
is important to handle our 
basic needs here in Tuttle, 
and I would speak for 
Blanchard as well.”

Water infrastructure, 
both offi  cials said, has 
become an increasingly 
important issue not just 
locally, but across the 
country.

“Water is one of, if not 
the most important infra-
structure conversations 
that is being had across 
the United States today,” 
Downey said. “Being 
able to provide water for 
our communities is some-
thing that small commu-
nities and large commu-
nities are dealing with.”

For Blanchard, 
Downey said the issue is 
directly tied to the city’s 
ability to continue grow-
ing.

“Blanchard’s single 
largest barrier to growth 
is the ability to make sure 

that we have water,” he 
said. “Not just for the 
people that are here, but 
the people that are com-
ing here, the businesses 
that are coming here.”

He added that the cur-
rent project is just one of 
several eff orts underway 
to improve infrastructure 
capacity and reliability.

“This project that we’re 
working on in tandem 
with Tuttle through the 
GMC Trust is but one of 
the many infrastructure 
projects that Blanchard is 
embarking on,” Downey 
said. “We have several 
projects in the pipeline 
that are intended to in-
crease our capacity, in-
crease our volume, in-
crease our pressure and 
make sure that the sum-
mer months are less hard 
on us than they have 
been in the past.”

Schoening said the 
cities’ willingness to ex-
plore partnerships and 
funding opportunities 
is an encouraging sign 
moving forward.
“I think it’s a positive 

that we were directed to 
do the survey,” Schoen-
ing said. “It makes sense, 
and I think that they’re 
going to be willing to 
assist us here as a com-
munity.”

He added that the 
collaboration between 

Tuttle and Blanchard has 
been strong and could 
serve as a foundation for 
future joint eff orts.

“Working with 
Blanchard has been 
great,” Schoening said. 

“We are two commu-
nities looking at some 
of the same issues, and 
working together really 
well.”

City offi  cials said res-
idents can complete the 
survey through multiple 
methods. In Tuttle, sur-
veys were distributed 
through utility billing, 
with options to return 
them by mail or drop-off . 
The survey is also avail-
able online through a QR 
code shared on the city’s 
social media platforms.

Offi  cials in both com-
munities emphasized that 
participation from all 
households will help en-
sure the data collected is 
as complete and accurate 
as possible.

“This is just one step 
along the way,” Schoen-
ing said. “But it’s an im-
portant step.”

Residents in both cities 
can complete the survey 
through forms included 
with their utility bills, 
return them by mail or 
drop-off , or access the 
survey online through a 
QR code shared on both 
cities’ social media pages.
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on” prior education in-
vestments and would 
pave the way for a third 
teacher pay raise during 
his time in offi  ce.

The March revenue 
numbers provide some 
of the backdrop for 
that discussion. On a 
rolling 12-month basis, 
combined individual 

and corporate income 
tax collections totaled 
$6.7 billion, up $366 
million, or 5.7 percent. 
Combined sales and use 
tax collections totaled 
$7 billion, up $108.8 
million, or 1.6 percent. 
Oil and gas gross pro-
duction tax collections 
reached $1.1 billion 
over the same 12-month 
span, up $83.2 million, 
or 8.2 percent.

The month-to-month 

picture for March was 
broadly positive as well, 
though not every cate-
gory moved the same 
direction. The trea-
surer’s report showed 
March 2026 tax reve-
nue at about $1.4 bil-
lion, up $94.3 million, 
or 7.2 percent, from 
March 2025. Sales and 
use tax collections rose 
10.5 percent year over 
year to $568.6 million, 
and corporate income 

tax collections climbed 
49.7 percent to $79.6 
million. At the same 
time, overall income 
tax collections were 
down 4.7 percent year 
over year, and gross 
production tax collec-
tions were down 8.6 
percent for the month.

Even with those 
mixed category-by-cat-
egory results, the 
broader trend in the 
treasurer’s report point-

ed upward. Russ said 
March refl ected “re-
newed momentum” in 
Oklahoma’s econo-
my, with broad-based 
growth across major 
revenue sources and a 
strengthening outlook. 
The report also showed 
March collections were 
up $222.6 million, or 
18.7 percent, from Feb-
ruary.

The budget agree-
ment itself is an im-

portant political marker 
because it gives law-
makers a framework 
earlier than usual, while 
the March tax report 
gives a snapshot of the 
revenue environment 
surrounding it. Taken 
together, the two show 
a state government try-
ing to balance restraint, 
savings and target-
ed spending at a time 
when overall revenues 
are still growing.
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