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Finance

When you think about 

investing, you probably 

want your money to grow. 

But maybe you also want 

it to make a positive dif-

ference in the world while 

you continue pursuing your 

fi nancial goals. That’s the 

foundation of sustainable 

investing — an approach 

that considers environmen-

tal, social and governance 

(ESG) factors alongside tra-

ditional fi nancial analysis.

Sustainable investing al-

lows you to support better 

business practices through 

your investment choices. It 

looks at how companies ad-

dress issues ranging from 

climate change to worker 

well-being to corporate 

ethics. At its core, it’s about 

aligning investments with 

personal values while still 

focusing on long-term fi -

nancial outcomes.

Here are the three main 

areas of sustainable invest-

ing:

Environmental consid-

erations include how com-

panies respond to climate 

change, use natural re-

sources and manage pollu-

tion.

Social factors address 

workforce well-being, 

product safety and eff orts 

to reduce social inequities.

Governance focuses on 

corporate behavior, ethics 

policies and fi nancial trans-

parency.

You may wonder wheth-

er investing sustainably 

means sacrifi cing re-

turns. Research suggests it 

doesn’t. New York Univer-

sity’s Stern Center for Sus-

tainable Business reviewed 

more than 1,000 studies 

from 2015–20 and found 

that incorporating ESG 

factors does not inherent-

ly diminish returns, and in 

many cases is associated 

with improved fi nancial 

performance. As with any 

investment approach, it’s 

important to focus on high 

quality investments that 

help support more consis-

tent long term returns.

Sustainable investing can 

take several forms:

  ESG intentional strate-

gies spread out your invest-

ments and have clear goals 

for choosing companies 

that follow strong environ-

mental, social and gover-

nance practices.

Sustainable thematic 

strategies focus on specifi c 

issues, such as clean energy 

or water conservation.

Impact investments go a 

step further, targeting mea-

surable environmental or 

social outcomes. Because 

they prioritize more narrow, 

specifi c objectives, they 

may carry higher volatility 

and potentially lower re-

turns.

One concern you may 

hear about is “greenwash-

ing,” which happens when 

companies or funds exag-

gerate their environmental 

eff orts. To help prevent 

this, the U.S. Securities and 

Exchange Commission cre-

ated a rule in 2023 that re-

quires any fund with “ESG”

in its name to keep at least 

80% of its assets in ESG 

aligned investments.

Another challenge is data 

consistency. Today, 99% 

of S&P 500 companies re-

port ESG metrics, accord-

ing to the Center for Audit 

Quality, but diff erent rating 

providers still use diff erent 

methods. Looking at rela-

tive rankings can help you 

compare companies and 

mutual funds in a more 

consistent way.

Deciding whether to in-

clude sustainable invest-

ments in your portfolio re-

ally depends on your values 

and fi nancial goals. You 

can build a well diversifi ed 

portfolio with or without 

them. A qualifi ed fi nancial 

advisor can help you un-

derstand whether adding 

sustainable investments fi ts 

your overall strategy and 

makes sense for your situ-

ation.

As more companies dis-

close ESG data and more 

funds off er sustainable 

options, investors have in-

creasing opportunities to 

align their portfolios with 

their values — without 

sacrifi cing their fi nancial 

objectives.

---

This article was writ-

ten by Edward Jones for 

use by your local Edward 

Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones. Member 
SIPC.

Sustainable investing means 
investing with purposeRuby Lee (McClain) 

Wayland left this walk 

of life on April 15, 

2026. Ruby was born 

on April 12, 1928, to 

Robert M. McClain and 

Lula J. Timmons Mc-

Clain about three miles 

south of Blanchard, 

Oklahoma. She was the 

youngest of ten children. 

Ruby lived all her life 

around Blanchard. She 

attended school at both 

Sunnyside and Dibble 

Schools. Ruby married 

Denzell E. Wayland 

on June 17, 1948. To 

this union four children 

were born. Ruby was 

a longtime member of 

Trinity Holiness Church. 

Ruby worked around the 

Blanchard area at diff er-

ent jobs. She worked at 

the Blanchard Schools in 

the cafeteria for approxi-

mately twenty years. She 

was also employed at the 

health department for a 

while. 

Ruby was preceded 

in death by her parents, 

Robert and Lula Mc-

Clain; six brothers, Ar-

chie, Sam, Ed, Carrolle, 

Charlie, and Buddy; three 

sisters, Ollie, Josie, and 

Mary Belle; and one son, 

Danny and one daugh-

ter Frances Lee, both of 

which died at birth. 

Ruby is survived by her 

husband Denzell and two 

sons Rickie Lee and wife 

Donna of Blanchard and 

Randy Edward and wife 

Renee of Norman, Okla-

homa; four grandchildren 

Danny, Brian, Adam, 

and Shelby; eight great 

grandchildren, Jordan, 

Elijah, Kainen, Raedel, 

Kinsley, Andrew, Triston, 

and Lennox; three great-

great grandchildren Ens-

ley, Maverick, and Mad-

dox; and a host of nieces, 

nephews, and friends. 

A visitation was held 

from 12:00-8:00 P.M., 

Friday, April 17, 2026, 

at the funeral home with 

family present to greet 

friends from 5:00-6:00 

P.M. A funeral service 

was held at 10:00 A.M. 

on Saturday, April 18, 

2026, at Trinity Holiness 

Church in Blanchard. 

Burial followed at 

Blanchard Cemetery. 

Arrangements are under 

the direction of Eisen-

hour Funeral Home of 

Blanchard. An online 

obituary and guestbook 

are available at www.ei-

senhourfh.com.

Obituary

Wayland

Mildred Delores (Wall) 

Wade, 99 of Norman, OK 

passed away peacefully 

on March 31, 2026,

The daughter of Art & 

Lillie (Klingerman) Wall, 

she was born in Oklaho-

ma City, OK on October 

9, 1926.

She started school in 

Arcadia, Oklahoma while 

living on the family farm, 

and after moving back to 

Oklahoma City, gradu-

ated from Classen High 

School in 1944.

On August 12, 1944, 

Mildred married Oda 

Leon Wade- a loving 

marriage that lasted over 

75 years until his death 

on September 11, 2019. 

During WW II, she fol-

lowed him wherever he 

was stationed as a US 

Marine, namely, Califor-

nia, North Carolina and 

New York. They resided 

in Oklahoma City, Nor-

man, Enid, and Blanchard 

as Mildred supported his 

career at Dolese and Hob-

by Lobby.

Mildred was a marvel-

ous cook, devoted mother 

and, grandmother, excel-

lent seamstress and fer-

vent worker in her church. 

She kept up with the latest 

news and politics and we 

enjoyed many lively dis-

cussions about both.

Mildred was preceded 

in death by her parents 

and in laws; her beloved 

husband; daughter, Don-

na Wade; and grand-

daughter, Beth Carrier.

She is survived by her 

son, Robert “Bob” (Fran-

ces) Wade; daughter Re-

becca “Becky” (Jim) Wy-

man; four grandchildren, 

Amy Wade, Brian Wade, 

Dustin Kusik and Susan 

(Scott) VanHoose; four 

great grandchildren, Jen-

nifer (Josh) Young, Grant 

Gaines, Kamber Carrier 

and Logan Schultz; two 

great great-grandchil-

dren, Parker and Keegan 

Young; and her brothers, 

Harold and Artie.
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