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To the Mustang High School Class of 2026

By Charles Bradley
School Superintendent

very great story starts

the same way...Some-
thing happens that changes
everything.

Graduation Day feels like
one of those moments. You
walk across a stage, shake
a hand, and celebrate ev-
erything you have accom-
plished. But what makes
this moment different is not
what just happened. It is
what comes next.

For years, your focus has
been on getting to this mo-
ment. Now it is here, your
next chapter is about to un-
fold, and your “something
that changes everything”
has arrived.

The exposition is over.
This is where your story be-
gins.

| recently heard someone
say, “No risk, no story,” and
the more | thought about
it, the more it stuck with
me. Because when you re-
ally think about it, the most
meaningful moments in life,
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the ones worth telling and
retelling, almost always be-
gin with a choice. A step for-
ward. A decision to try.

So, as you begin choosing
what your future may hold,
let me challenge you to:

« Learn to navigate the
space between courage
and wisdom. Not every de-
cision you face will be obvi-
ous. In fact, most won't. You
will find yourself standing
in moments when the out-
come is uncertain, the next
page is unwritten, there is
no clear guarantee of suc-
cess, and the easier option
is to just play it safe. But
those are often the choices

that matter most. Mike Sin-
gletary once said, “It's a very
thin line to know if it’s cour-
age that | need right now,
or if itis wisdom?”There will
be times when courage asks
you to move forward, and
times when wisdom asks
you to pause. The key is not
always getting that choice
right; it is learning from
each decision you make.
That is how you grow. That
is how you build judgment.
And that is how you prepare
yourself for whatever the
next page holds.

« Just as importantly, en-
gage fully in the life you are
building. There is a tenden-
cy to treat life like a check-
list. Graduate. Get the job.
Reach the next milestone.
Then the next. But if you are
not careful, you can spend
so much time planning your
future that you forget to ac-
tually live it. The life you are
building is not just found
in big decisions or major
milestones. It is shaped in
the way you show up each
day. In the conversations

you have, the effort you
give, and the way you treat
people. Be fully present in
those moments. Pay atten-
tion. Invest in the people
around you. Say the encour-
aging word. Offer the com-
pliment. Take the time to
connect. Those choices may
seem small, but they are
what give your story mean-
ing and depth.

+ Finally, remember: no
risk, no story. That does not
mean every risk will work
out the way you hoped, and
it does not mean being reck-
less. It means being willing
to recognize the moment
when it matters, and not
missing your “something
that changes everything’”
Do not let your story be de-
fined by what was easy or
expected. Let it be defined
by the chances you took,
the effort you gave, and the
moments when you chose
to step forward instead of
standing still. Be willing to
try. Be willing to fail. Be will-
ing to learn. And then, be
willing to try again.

The future ahead of you
is wide open and does not
come with a script. There
will be decisions to make,
risks to take, and moments
you will not fully under-
stand until much later. Trust
yourself. You are more pre-
pared than you realize.

| implore each of you, just
as | have for the classes be-
fore you, to acknowledge,
respect, and celebrate the
differences among peo-
ple. Be sure to always take
the opportunity to find out
more about what you have
in common with someone
instead of focusing on what
separates or divides you. Lis-
ten. Empathize. Practice un-
derstanding and grace, and
be kind. You are about to
become the Mustang Public
Schools Class of 2026. And
no matter where your story
takes you, you will always be
part of the Mustang Bronco
Family. This is your home. It
always will be.

We are proud of you. We
are excited for what comes
next. And we will miss you.
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