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The Carl Albert girls 

soccer team saw their sea-

son come to a heartbreak-

ing end Thursday night 

with a 2-1 double-over-

time loss to Bishop Kelley 

in the second round of the 

playoffs.

The Lady Titans fin-

ished the season 12-1 and 

as district champions.

Carl Albert fell behind 

early when Bishop Kel-

ley’s Kate Colombin 

scored off a corner kick in 

the opening minutes. The 

Lady Titans answered in 

the final minutes of the 

first half when Abigail 

Oldham raced down the 

right side and connected 

with Vanessa Campbell on 

a cross for the equalizer.

Carl Albert controlled 

possession for much of 

the match, including both 

overtime periods, but 

could not capitalize on 

several scoring opportu-

nities. Bishop Kelley’s 

Dani Seikel scored the 

game-winner with 5:30 

remaining in the second 

overtime period.

“We got the first goal 

down in the first three 

minutes of the game, and 

then we fought back,” 

Carl Albert coach Quan 

Tran said. “We battled. We 

had so many chances. We 

actually had more chances 

than they did to finish.”

Tran said the Lady 

Titans dominated much 

of the game but could not 

convert their opportuni-

ties.

“I think we dominated 

that second half,” Tran 

said. “We just couldn’t 

get it in. We had so many 

opportunities. I don’t 

think they had one shot 

the second half, really.”

One of Carl Albert’s 

best chances came late 

when Oldham narrowly 

missed a shot in the final 

minutes of regulation.

“I told them moments in 

the game win us the game 

or lose us the game,” Tran 

said. “We had that one 

moment right there with 

Abby that she missed 

it, and then we had that 

one right there where the 

goalkeeper got a hand on 

it and it went in the goal.”

Tran was proud of his 

team’s effort, especially 

the seniors.

“They left it all on the 

line, and they played their 

hardest,” Tran said. “The 

seniors played so hard 

tonight and put it all on 

the line.”
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home runs from Camdyn 

Brown and Hawkins and 

a four-hit performance 

from Carson Ring, who 

also earned the win on the 

mound.

Later that day, the Titans 

defeated McGuinness 11-1, 

as Joaquin Golden hom-

ered and Sexton drove in a 

run. Avery again dominat-

ed on the mound, striking 

out eight without allowing 

an earned run.

After the regional title, 

Hawkins said Carl Albert’s 

ability to maintain energy 

and tempo made the differ-

ence in a tighter champion-

ship game.

“We knew that being a 

regional championship is 

going to be a good game. 

You know, they’re going to 

give everything they have, 

their season is on the line,” 

Hawkins said. “We just 

kept it, kept the pace the 

whole game. That helped 

us a lot.”

Head coach Ryan White-

ley said McGuinness pre-

sented a stronger challenge 

in the final after Carl Albert 

cruised through the earlier 

rounds.

“I think anytime you have 

a team that’s fighting for 

their season, you’re going 

to get a pretty good effort 

from them,” Whiteley said. 

“I thought they played a 

really good game them-

selves.”

Whiteley also credited 

his team’s focus despite 

schedule adjustments and 

delays.

“We kind of gave them 

a little heads up warning 

that it might be a possibil-

ity,” he said. “They came 

out after the delay and they 

were energetic, fired up. 

You’ve got to try to keep 

that rolling into next week.”

Offensively, Whiteley 

said the Titans’ power has 

been a bonus, but not a 

necessity.

“We have some guys in 

the top to the middle part 

of our lineup that can get 

a ball out,” he said. “But 

we’re not going to rely on 

those. They’re definite-

ly nice whenever we get 

them.”

On the mound, Whiteley 

praised the depth of his 

pitching staff throughout 

the regional.

“We had Carson Ring 

and Alex Cavazos come in 

and throw strikes, and they 

did a great job of keeping 

us intact,” he said. “Avery 

pitched a great game to 

get us into the finals, and 

Perrymore is just a strike 

thrower. Defense played 

really well behind him.”

Looking ahead to the 

Class 5A state tournament 

May 14-16 in the Tulsa 

area, Hawkins said the 

group is motivated by last 

year’s early exit.

“We have a great run at 

state. I think we have got 

the guys to do it. It’s just 

about how bad do we want 

it, what are we willing to 

do for it,” he said. “We 

want it bad.”
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Carl Albert beat Bishop McGuinness 7-2 Friday in the regional final. PHOTO BY JEFF HARRISON

Carl Albert’s Vanessa Campbell fights for possession 
against a Bishop Kelley player. PHOTO BY JEFF HARRISON


