14 & June 24, 25, 26, 2026

250 YEARS OF AMERICA % 1776-2026 —

Making America

How Innovation, Industry and Ingenuity Shaped a Nation

rom fields and riv- | FROM GRAIN TOOLS AND IDEAS INTO
ers to shop ﬂOPFS TO TABLE TEXTILES OBJECTS
and laboratories,

Americans have long
measured progress in
things you can hold,
harvest or use.

As the nation approach-
es its 250th birthday,
the story of making
remains a thread that
runs through daily life:
food on the table, tools
in a garage and a pack-
age at the door.

The country’s earliest
economy leaned on
agriculture and trade,
then steadily added
mills, factories and
research centers. What
followed was not one
single invention or one
single industry, but a
steady accumulation of
practical know-how and
production.

In 1862, Congress created
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture and passed the
Morrill Act, which sup-
ported land-grant colleges
that taught agriculture and
mechanical arts. Those
institutions helped spread
tested methods for plant-
ing, soil management and
animal husbandry, and they
trained engineers as well as
farmers.

Food preservation also
changed what Americans
could buy and where it
could travel. Canning
became widely used in

the 1800s, and refrigerated
railcars expanded distribu-
tion later in the century. By
1906, the federal Pure Food
and Drug Act set standards
that helped build trust in
packaged goods as national
brands reached more com-
munities.

In manufacturing, the idea of
making parts to common stan-
dards became a quiet revolution.
Interchangeable parts were used
in firearms production in the 19th
century, and the broader “Amer-
ican system of manufactures”
influenced factories that produced
clocks, sewing machines and farm
equipment.

One everyday object tells the story
well. Patents connected to the
sewing machine were consolidated
in 1856 in what is often cited as the
first patent pool, allowing com-
panies including Singer to scale
production. A household machine
turned fabric into clothing, quilts
and repairs, and it supported a
growing ready-to-wear industry.

On the factory floor, the moving
assembly line is closely associated
with Ford Motor Co., which put it to
use for the Model T in 1913. The im-
pact was visible in cities that made
parts, stamped steel and turned raw
materials into vehicles that could
be serviced with widely available
components.

American invention often
moved from workshop to
marketplace through pat-
ents, public investment
and mass production. The
U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office traces its
roots to 1790, with records
showing a steady stream
of designs for ordinary
needs: better fasteners,
safer machinery and
improved lighting.

The story of the light bulb
includes Thomas Edison’s
1879 incandescent lamp,
along with the larger
system of electric genera-
tion and distribution that
made lighting practical

in homes and businesses.
Communications followed
a similar path. Alexander
Graham Bell received a
telephone patent in 1876,
and over time, networks
and switchboards turned
anovel device into a stan-
dard utility.

An assembly line at Ford Motor Co.’s Highland Park
plant in 1913. The system introduced for the Model T
helped speed production and make parts more widely
available.

Today, “Made in America” still shows up in places
people see every day: a local bakery’s mixer, a pickup
bed built from rolled steel and a medical device as-
sembled under careful inspection. Craft and industry
share a goal that is easy to recognize, turning skill
and materials into things that work.
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Since 1953, we have proudly been writing our small
part of America’s story through service, compassion and care. .
As our nation celebrates its 250th anniversary, we remain
committed to caring for our community today and
for generations to come.
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