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— 9250 YEARS OF AMERICA % 1776-2026 ——

The Road to 250

A legacy of growth, innovation and adaptation

From a small group of colonies along the Atlantic coast, America
grew into a nation that stretches across a continent. That development came
through choices made over generations, not through a single defining moment.

The nation’s origins date to the late 18th century, when
From a fragile colonists sought independence from British rule. The
blic t Declaration of Independence expressed shared prin-
rep uoliictoa ciples, while the Constitution created a framework for
modern nation, self-government. Together, the documents balanced
A ica’s hist ideals with practical governance, establishing a system
mericas nistory designed to endure while allowing for future change.
reflects the choices

of generations.

Early national life required experimentation. Leaders
tested approaches to finance, law and diplomacy, while
citizens adjusted to a new civic identity. Courts, trade rules
and federal departments helped stabilize the young repub-
lic. As new states entered the union, the nation expanded its geography and its political
responsibilities, drawing diverse communities into a shared national project.

'\ EXPANSION AND The Civil War tested the The 20th century

—— strength of the union and brought global engagement

= INNOVATION reshaped national priorities. | and change at home. World
Its aftermath brought re- wars expanded America’s

The 19th century brought significant < i
change. Canals and railroads connected | construction, reconciliation | role abroad and accelerat-

regions and expanded commerce. Immi- and rebuilding across much | ed technology. After World

gration increased the nation’s population | of the country. Despite War II, economic growth
and cultural diversity, while industrial- deep disruption, the nation | raised living standards,
ization transformed work, cities and daily | continued to expand eco- broadened access to
life. nomically and territorially, | education and increased
These developments prompted reinforcing its commitment | homeownership, reshap-
institutions to adapt and required ad- to shared governance and ing daily life across the
justments at both the local and national continuity. country.
levels.
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July 4, 2026

7pm - 9pm

= E.S Roy Chapman Sportsplex
\ =77 Fireworks at 8:30pm!
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MOVING
FORWARD

In the latter half of the century,
advances in technology, transportation
and communication changed how
Americans lived and worked. Interstate
highways linked regions, air travel
shortened distance and new media
reshaped how information was shared.
Those developments left a lasting mark
on commerce, culture and daily life.

Entering the 21st century, Americans
continued to adapt to rapid innovation,
demographic change and shifting ex-
pectations. New technologies reshaped
communication and work, while com-
munities adjusted to economic shifts and
population movement.

As the nation reaches its 250th anni-
versary, its story reflects resilience built
through adaptation. America’s history is
not a single narrative, but a collection of
shared experiences linked by common
principles. That balance of continuity and
change remains central to how the nation
reached this milestone and how it moves
forward.
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