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Car a goner?  Let us give the best price for it!
ALL KINDS OF SCRAP,   Inc.ALL KINDS OF SCRAP,   Inc.

YOU CALL - WE HAUL FOR THE BEST 
SERIVCE YOU EVER SAW!We Also Pay Cash for:

• Copper & Brass
• Aluminum Siding
• Old Appliances
• Aluminum Cans

• Batteries
• And much more!

4775 Boyd Rd., Cannelton, IN  •  812.547.3101

Mon-Fri:
8am - 4pm

Sat: 8am - Noon

WE OFFER “METAL CONTAINER 
SERVICE” FOR SPRING CLEAN UP

GENERAL AUTO REPAIR

St. Anthony • 812-326-2581

BERG’S
GARAGE INC.

Used Car 
& Truck 

Sales

Ed’s Custom Upholstery
4282 S. Pine Ridge Rd., Birdseye

812-389-2098

Automotive & Marine Upholstery
Call

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Specializing in

Civilian auto production largely stopped in 1942. Ameri-
can factories instead built tanks, aircraft engines, military 
trucks, and the famous Willys MB jeep. Detroit became 
known as the “Arsenal of Democracy.” The war transformed 
manufacturing capacity and engineering capabilities. 

The postwar boom and the Golden Age of the Auto-
mobile came after World War II, when pent-up consumer 
demand exploded.
Americans wanted cars—and automakers delivered. The 
1950s are often seen as the golden age of American automo-
biles. Cars grew larger, more powerful, and more elaborate. 

Features included tailfins, chrome trim, wraparound wind-
shields, two-tone paint, power steering, air conditioning 
and automatic transmissions.

Vehicles became symbols of optimism and prosperity.  
Muscle under the hood mattered too. V8 engines defined 
performance. Meanwhile, President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956, launching 
the interstate highway system.  This massive road network 
reshaped America. It fueled suburban growth, long-distance 
trucking, tourism, and the culture of the road trip. 

The car Culture had taken hold. By mid-century, au-

tomobiles were central to American identity.  Drive-ins, 
cruising, drag racing, roadside attractions, and Route 66 
became cultural icons. Cars shaped music, movies, and 
youth culture.  The automobile was freedom. It was style, 
status, and often, it was personal expression. 

1960s dawned the muscle cars and the performance 
era. When the Ford Mustang launched in 1964, it created 
the “pony car” category. Competitors followed with the 
Chevrolet Camaro, Pontiac GTO, Dodge Charger and the 
Plymouth Barracuda. Horsepower wars escalated. Big-
block V8 engines became legends. Performance and youth 
marketing drove sales. Yet this era also brought growing 
safety concerns.  Advocates like Ralph Nader pushed for 
reforms, leading to stronger federal safety standards. Seat 
belts, crash testing, and later airbags emerged from these 
changes. 

Crisis in the 1970s brought the 1973 oil embargo and 
changed everything.  Fuel shortages created long gas lines. 
Suddenly huge V8 cars looked inefficient. Then came the 
1979 energy crisis. Meanwhile, federal emissions regula-
tions forced changes. American automakers struggled. 
Consumers increasingly turned to fuel-efficient imports 
from Toyota, Honda, and Datsun. The balance of power 
in the auto market was shifting. 

The 1980s and 1990s brought enormous technological 
change. Carburetors gave way to electronic fuel injection, 
computers entered vehicles. Safety advanced with airbags, 
anti-lock brakes, traction control and electronic stability 
systems, 

Manufacturing also changed. Robotics and lean produc-
tion transformed factories.
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