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Japanese quality methods influenced American plants.
Meanwhile, new segments exploded. Minivans became family
staples. Pickup trucks became everyday vehicles. SUVsevolved
from utility machines into dominant consumer vehicles.

Thelate 1990s brought the hybrid revolution. Environmen-
tal concerns and fuel prices revived interest in alternatives.
In 1997, the Toyota Prius introduced hybrid technology to a
mass audience. Gasoline-electric powertrains offered major
fuel savings. Hybrids opened a path toward electrification.
Tesla and the Modern EV Transformation. Electric vehicles
had existed before, but modern EVs took off when Tesla
disrupted the industry.

The Tesla Roadster proved electric cars could be exciting.
Then the Tesla Model S showed EVs could compete with
luxury sedans. Long range, fastacceleration, and over-the-air
software updates changed expectations. Suddenly, the future
looked electric.

Traditional automakers accelerated investment. Today
major U.S. electric vehicles include Ford F-150 Lightning,
Chevrolet Silverado EV, GMC Hummer EV, Tesla Cybertruck
and the Rivian R1T.

Battery technology continues improving. Charging net-
works expand. Software increasingly defines the driving
experience.

The Newest Frontier in the auto industryis the autonomous
and connected vehicles.

Today’s cars are more computerized than ever. Features
once unimaginableare common, adaptive cruise control, lane-
keepingassistance, automatic emergencybraking, self-parking
systems, connected infotainment and over-the-air updates.

Some vehicles are moving toward partial autonomy. Com-
panies including Tesla, Waymo, and traditional automakers
are developing self-driving technologies that may reshape
transportation yet again.

Automobile’shavealastinglegacy. The automobile changed
America physically and culturally. It built suburbs.

It transformed commerce, created new industries, influ-
enced architecture, tourism, labor, music, and even fast food,
shaped the modern American landscape and it continues
to evolve.

From the Duryea brothers’ primitive machine to silent
electric trucks and software-driven vehicles, the automobile’s
story is ultimately the story of American innovation itself.

The machines have changed dramatically—but the spirit
behind them remains familiar: movement, freedom, inven-
tion, and the open road.
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