
MAY 21, 2026  |  Spencer County Leader & Ferdinand News  |  Forest Park Graduation 15

2026 GRADUATES!

ation, he plans to attend Indiana State University 
to major in Mechanical Engineering Technology.

Madeline Tuggle, of Ferdinand, is the daughter 
of Brett and Jennifer Tuggle. She was the recipient 
of Academic Honors awards all four years of high 
school and received several athletic awards through-
out high school. These awards included third place 
at the 2025 NASP Archery State competition, 2024 
Volleyball MVP, 2024 Volleyball First Team All PAC, 
2025 Volleyball MVP, 2025 Volleyball Second Team 
All PAC, 2025 IHSVCA Volleyball 2A All-District 
Honoree, and several other more specific volleyball 
awards. Madeline was also involved in Community 
Impact, FACS Club, Book Club, National Honors 
Society, and Beta Club. She was the president of 
Book Club and a manager of Community Impact. 
Madeline will attend Indiana University in the fall 
to major in psychology. After college, she plans to 
continue her education by attending medical school 
to become either a Pediatric or Surgical Oncologist.

Trent Tyree, of Ferdinand, is the son of Dana and 
Janelle Tyree. He plans on going into the workforce 
after high school and to take automotive classes at 
Ivy Tech.

Ava Verkamp, of Schnellville, is the daughter of 
Kevin and Heather Verkamp. Ava is a member of 
multiple 4-H clubs, FFA, and holds a variety of officer 
positions. She is currently the Indiana Volunteer 
Firefighter Association State Miss Flame. Ava plans 
to attend Vincennes University to get her Bachelors 
in Agribusiness and Animal Husbandry, then get 
certified in Artificial Insemination.

Jaida Verkamp, of St. Anthony, is the daughter 
of Jeremy and Janel Verkamp. She was the recipient 
of Academic Honor Awards all four years of high 
school and All Academic Player for soccer her junior 
and senior year. She is a member of FFA, Key Club, 
and 4-H. Jaida plans to attend Ivy Tech to major in 
Design Technology and Business.

Caleb Voegerl, of St. Anthony, is the son of Brian 
and Teresa Voegerl. He plans to attend VUJC while 
working at Jasper Engines.

Mya Wehr, of Saint Anthony, is the daughter of 
Luke and Jill Wehr. She was the recipient of Aca-
demic Honors awards all four years of high school. 
Mya received her varsity letter in volleyball while 
serving as the Team Captain; she also earned the 
Mental Attitude Award, Best Teammate Award, 
and was named to the Volleyball Academic All 
State. Additionally, Mya was awarded the Business 
Professionals of America Ambassador Torch Award 
and earned the honor of being a Natural Helper. She 
participated in National Honor Society, Student 
Council, Business Professionals of America, Beta, 
and G2 Youth Group. Mya plans to attend Vincennes 
University Jasper to major in nursing.

Olivia Wehr, of Schnellville, is the daughter of 
Luke and Brooke Wehr. She was the recipient of 
Academic Honors all four years of high school and 
received a varsity letter as a sprinter/hurdler in Track 
and Field. She was a member of National Honor 
Society, Beta, Community Impact, FACS, SADD, 
and Rangers for Christ. She is also a member of 4-H 
and the G2 Youth Group. Olivia plans to attend the 

University of Evansville to study exercise science 
on the pre-PA track.

Grace Weigel, of Huntingburg, is the daughter 
of Doris and Rodney Weigel. She is a 10 year 
member of Talent Seekers 4-H club, a five year 
member of FFA, and a four year participant 
in FPHS musicals as well as a member of the 
choir. She has participated in cheerleading for 
both football and basketball seasons where she 
received her varsity letter. She also participates in 
archery and is a past member of the track team. 
She is a member of Divine Mercy Parish where 
she has been a volunteer for VBS. Grace plans to 
attend Indiana University Southeast to major in 
Marketing prior to obtaining her cosmetology 
license in Evansville.

Jaxon Welp, of Ferdinand, is the son of Bobby 
and April Welp. Jaxon has plans to attend NALTC 
lineman school in Tennessee in the fall of 2026.

Kade Welp, of Schnellville, is the son of Mindy 
and Marvin Welp. He plans to enter the workforce.

Nora Welp, of Ferdinand, is the daughter of 
Chris and Sally Welp. Throughout high school, 
Nora has participated in Tennis, Musical, Band, 
Community Impact, National Honor Society, 
BETA, Students Against Destructive Decisions, 
and Rangers for Christ. She accomplished a State 
Championship in marching band in 2023, earned 
the Eagle Scout award in 2025, and the St. Maria 
Goretti award in 2026. Nora plans to attend the 
University of Evansville in the fall to major in 
exercise science on a pre-physical therapy track.

Noah Whitehead of Ferdinand, is the son of 
Ashley Whitehead and Jeromy Whitehead. He 
is a member of the Forest Park golf team, and 
participates in Forest Park’s marketing courses. 
Noah plans to attend Indiana University East to 
major in Business Insurance.

Amelia Widolff, of Ferdinand, is the daughter 
of Matt and Christa Widolff. She was the recipi-
ent of Academic Honors awards all four years of 
high school. She was named PAC second team for 
2024 and 2025 soccer seasons. She is a member 
of the soccer, basketball, and softball teams. She 
is involved in many clubs such as Community 
Impact, Spell Bowl, FACTS club, Natural Helpers, 
Student Council, and Key Club. After high school 
she plans to attend Indiana State University to 
major in Sports Communication.

Liam Wilson, of Stendal, is the son of Ryan and 
Cori Wilson. He received the Academic Honors 
award all four years of high school. He is a National 
Merit Scholarship finalist. He has received both 
the Rural and Small-Town Recognition Award 
and College Board National Recognition Award. 
He has also gotten various awards recognizing his 
art throughout high school. He has participated 
in GAME club all four years of high school. Liam 
plans to attend the Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology to major in chemical engineering.

Gavin Winkler, of Ferdinand, is the son of 
Phil and Kerri Winkler. He was the recipient of 
Academic Honors awards all four years of high 
school and a member of the 2023 Marching 
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Rangers Band State Champions. He has received 
a varsity letter for managing the girls’ soccer team. 
He has participated in Forest Park Student Council, 
Community Impact, National Honors Society, FACS 
Club, Rangers for Christ, Spell Bowl, and Musical. 
He is also the Senior Class Treasurer and Student 
Advisor on the School Board. Gavin plans to attend 
Indiana State University and major in Elementary 
Education.

Kale Wissel, of Huntingburg, is the son of Brian 
and Heather Wissel. He received awards such as 
Eagle Scout Rank, Reserve Grand Champion (4-H), 
Most Improved Bowler, 3rd place in STEM Chal-
lenge (Oakland City University 2025), 2nd place in 
STEM Challenge (Oakland City University 2026), 
placed top 3 in 5 out of 8 challenges and 1st place 
overall in Center for Technology Innovation and 
Manufacturing Challenge (VUJC 2025), Academic 
Awards (x4), Core 40 with Academic and Technical 
Honors, and Indiana College Core. He participated 
in Archery, Bowling, Natural Helpers, National 
Honor Society, 4-H, Divine Mercy Youth Group, 
Divine Mercy Mission Team, and Boy Scouts. Kale 
plans to attend the University of Evansville to major 
in Mechanical Engineering.

Edgardo Zelaya, of Ferdinand, is the son of 
Gerardo and Tatiana Zelaya. He was the recipient 
of the 2025 and 2026 academic awards and was a 
member of the 2025 boys soccer sectional team. He 
was part of Business Professionals and Forest Park 
Athletic Council. He plans on attending Indiana 
University to major in Marketing.
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