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Grandfather of Abraham Lincoln served in the American Revolution
observed a Native come out of the forest and 
stop by his father’s body. The man reached 
for Thomas, either to kill him or to carry him 
off. Mordecai took careful aim and shot the 
man in the chest, killing him.

Tradition states that Captain Abraham 
Lincoln was buried by his cabin, which is 
now the site of Long Run Baptist Church 
and cemetery near Eastwood, Kentucky. 
A stone memorializing Captain Abraham 
Lincoln was placed in the cemetery in 1937.

Bathsheba Lincoln was left a widow with 
five underage children. She moved the family 
away from the Ohio River, to Washington 
County, Kentucky, where the country was 
more thickly settled and there was less danger 
of Indian attack. 

When he was killed by Indians, Abraham 
Lincoln owned 12,000 acres of land. Accord-
ing to the laws of Kentucky governing prop-
erty, nearly all of his estate went to his oldest 
son, Mordecai, who inherited two-thirds of 
his father’s estate when he reached the age of 
twenty-one, with Bathsheba receiving one-
third. The other children inherited nothing. 

Life was hard, particularly for Thomas, the 
youngest, who got little schooling and was 
forced to go to work at a young age.

In later years Thomas Lincoln would 
recount the story of the day his father died 
to his son, Abraham Lincoln, the future 
sixteenth president of the United States 
of America. “The story of his death by the 
Indians,” the president later wrote, “and of 
Uncle Mordecai, then fourteen years old, 
killing one of the Indians, is the legend more 
strongly than all others imprinted on my 
mind and memory.”


